
Dear Community Partners: 
 
Georgia Rivers is excited to announce sponsorship opportunities for Paddle Georgia 2026 and our host of 
other on-water events planned for the coming 
year! 
  
In 2026, Paddle Georgia will embark on a seven-
day journey down the Cartecay, Coosawattee and 
Oostanaula rivers, traveling from Ellijay to Rome 
June 13-20. Along the route, participants will have 
the opportunity to dip their paddles (and their 
bodies) in seven rivers—a Paddle Georgia record! 
More than 300 people are expected to make the 
journey. We invite you to serve as a sponsor for 
this iconic event now in its 21st year. In 2026, 
Georgia Rivers expects to engage more than 1,000 
people in more than 20 trips and kayak training and 
water safety classes. Activities include: 
 

• Paddle Georgia 2026  
• Day trips  
• Weekend camping trips  
• Kayak fishing adventures  
• Kayaking skills and water safety trainings 

 
Through these events, Georgia Rivers will generate more than $100,000 to protect Georgia’s water, build 
water trails and expand Georgia’s paddlesports and river advocacy communities.  
 
Your Paddle Georgia 2026 Sponsorship Supports Effort To… 
 

• maintain our Georgia River Guide mobile app featuring more than 50 Georgia water trails  
• continue the river user’s guidebook series 
• promote boating safety  
• promote involvement in Georgia’s Adopt-A-Stream citizen water monitoring program   
• facilitate river cleanups 
• introduce underserved youth to Georgia’s rivers 
• provide environmental education training for Georgia teachers  
• introduce recent refugees to the U.S. to adventures on Georgia’s rivers 
• advocate for policies to protect and preserve public access to our rivers 
• provide river adventure experiences to women, people of color, and low-income families 

 

More than 400 people participated in Paddle Georgia 
2025 held on the Tennessee River June 16-22, a trip that 
included passage through Nickajack Lock and Dam.  



Our free Georgia River Guide smartphone app debuted in March 2022 and now boasts of more than 15,000 
users; the Savannah River User’s Guide is now in production, representing the eighth book in the series. 
Together, these traditional and digital river information resources help everyone more safely explore 
Georgia’s rivers.  
 
Additionally, during Paddle Georgia 2026, we 
will organize a one-day river cleanup, train 
participants to become certified as Georgia 
Adopt-A-Stream citizen water monitors, provide 
a group of teachers with environmental 
education training and host at least one group 
of underserved youth on the seven-day 
adventure. Our scholarship program will enable 
women, people of color, recent immigrants and 
low-income families the opportunity to 
experience Georgia’s rivers. In 2025, 100 
individuals benefitted from this scholarship 
program. 
 
 
Throughout the year, Georgia Rivers staff will provide kayaking skills and water safety training classes. These 
classes will train first-time paddlers in basic water safety.  
 
Paddle-A-Thon & Georgia River Guide App Paddle Raffle  
For the 22nd year, Georgia Rivers will hold its peer-to-peer fundraising competition for Paddle Georgia 
participants and other lovers of Georgia Rivers. Prizes—donated by sponsors like you—will be awarded to 
our top ten fundraisers. This long-running event generates between $10,000-$30,000 annually for river 
protection programs.  
 
New this year, the Georgia River Guide App Paddle Raffle encourages paddlers around the state to log their 
river trips with Georgia Rivers for the chance to win great prizes—again, donated by sponsors like you. For 
every river trip that participants submit, they will receive a raffle ticket to win one of many prizes. The 
program promotes use of the Georgia River Guide App and helps us document where people are paddling—
information that will help us document destinations around the state that should remain open and 
accessible to the public! 
 
Great Sponsorship Opportunity for Your Business 
• Your business is recognized as a sponsor at all events, including recognition on the event website, 

banners and t-shirts as well as in all media relations material.   
• As a sponsor, your name can be put before some 5,000 paddling enthusiasts through our e-mail system 

and some 12,000 people through our social media networks.  
• Georgia Rivers events receive outstanding earned media coverage. Since 2005, these events have 

generated more than 450 newspaper articles, TV and radio stories, YouTube videos, and blog posts 
including features on Georgia Public Broadcasting’s Georgia Outdoors, Georgia Traveler, and GBP Radio; 
HGTV’s “Deserving Design;” and in Southern Living, Georgia Magazine and Georgia Trend. 

• Since 2005, the annual Paddle Georgia adventure has attracted more than 7,700 participants and 
generated more than $1 million to support river protection and water trail development in Georgia.  

• Your business has a captive audience at all our paddling events, and our staff can work with you to 
optimize your exposure before, during and after these events.  

Engaging minority communities to diversify the paddlesports and 
river advocacy communities.  



• Georgia Rivers events give your employees opportunities to participate in river cleanups and other 
stewardship activities.  

 
About Georgia Rivers: 
As the voice of Georgia’s rivers, we work to connect people with and protect Georgia’s rivers. Working with 
local watershed groups around the state, Georgia Rivers advocates for state policies that ensure strong 
protections for Georgia’s rivers and works to improve recreational access to Georgia’s rivers through the 
establishment of a statewide water trail system. 
 
About Georgia Rivers’ Paddle Georgia Events:  
The Paddle Georgia program serves as the cornerstone of our efforts. We believe that the best way to create 
stewards of our rivers is to give people opportunities to establish relationships with those rivers. It’s simple: 
we get people on our rivers; they fall in love with those rivers; they then take actions to protect those rivers.  
 
Paddle Georgia alumni are now leaders in local watershed protection groups, active Georgia Adopt-A-Stream 
water monitors, river cleanup organizers, water trail promoters and more.  
 
Sign Up Now:  
We offer many flexible sponsorship options. Please use the enclosed reply form to take advantage of this 
sponsorship opportunity OR make a sponsorship donation online at: 
https://wl.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?name=E103692&id=54 
 
Georgia Rivers is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization; your monetary and in-kind donations are tax deductible. 
Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me (rena@garivers.org or 404-395-6250) or 
Joe Cook, Paddle Georgia Coordinator, (joe@garivers.org or 706-409-0128). 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Rena Ann Peck, Executive Director 
 

 
 
 
 
2025 Sponsors & Partners  
 

Hennessy Land Rover • Georgia Power Company • Colonial Pipeline • RES • Butler-Prather Trail Lawyers  
Troncalli Subaru • Southern Company Gas • Mill Creek Environmental • RYAM • Dick’s House of Sports 

Spears Family Foundation • Baxter and Harbin CPAs • Purina • Fruit of the Loom/Jerzees • Terry Pate CPA  
Jim and Kim Butler and Tom Cofer • REI • Southwire • Westbrook Supply Company • Wildwater   

Georgia Mining Association • Georgia Department of Natural Resources • Stream Techs   
Whitewater Express • Crescent Kayaks • The Canoe House • Patagonia • Adventure Keen • Royal Restrooms 

Southeast Adventure Outfitters • Oconee Outfitters-Ocmulgee Outdoor Expeditions  
Savannah Canoe and Kayak • Kayak Trips and Training • The Hike Inn • Café Campesino  

Georgia Adopt-A-Stream • Georgia Canoeing Association • EVRAH3 Sparking Water • Mustang Survival 
Appalachian Outfitters • Festive Water Paddlesports • Molson-Coors • Coca-Cola • Georgia Kayak Fishing 

Murph’s Surf • Rock City • Tennessee River Place • Ruby Falls • Outdoor Chattanooga • Kayarm  
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Georgia Rivers Paddle Georgia 2026 Sponsorship Levels 
For more information contact Joe Cook at joe@garivers.org or 706-409-0128 

 
$20,000 Presenting Sponsor  
• Logo appears first and you receive top billing as presenting sponsor in all promotional materials, website and banners at 

events, in news releases and event t-shirts  
• Recognition on website with a link to your website 
• Opportunity to make a presentation at one of our river adventures.  
• Exhibit space at campsites and placement of promotional item in registration packets 
• 6 complimentary registrations to participate in the river adventures of your choice  
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter  
• Opportunity for advertising in the Georgia River Guide App  
 
$10,000 Class V Sponsor 
• Logo appears on website, banners, news releases and on event t-shirts 
• Recognition on website with a link to your website 
• Opportunity to make a presentation at one of our river adventures.  
• Exhibit space at campsites and placement of promotional item in registration packets 
• 5 complimentary registrations to participate in the river adventures of your choice 
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter  
• Opportunity for advertising in the Georgia River Guide App 
 
$5,000 Class IV Sponsor 
• Logo appears on website, banners, news releases and on event t-shirts 
• Recognition on website with a link to your website 
• Exhibit space at campsites and placement of promotional item in registration packets 
• 4 complimentary registrations to participate in the river adventures of your choice  
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter  
 
$2,500 Class III Sponsor  
• Logo appears on website, banners, news releases and on event t-shirts 
• Recognition on website with a link to your website 
• Placement of promotional item in registration packets 
• 2 complimentary registrations to participate in the river adventures of your choice  
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter  
 
$1,000 Class II Sponsor  
• Logo appears on website, banners, news releases and on event t-shirts 
• Recognition on website with a link to your website 
• Placement of promotional item in registration packets 
• 1 complimentary registration to participate in the river adventure of your choice  
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter  
 
$500 Class I Sponsor   
• Logo appears on website, banners, news releases and on event t-shirts 
• Recognition on website  
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter  
 
$250 Supporting Sponsor/In Kind Donors  
• Logo appears on website, banners, news releases and on event t-shirts 
• Recognition in Confluence e-newsletter
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SPONSOR REPLY FORM 
 

Company/Organization Name: ____________________________________________________________  

Contact Name: ________________________________  Title: __________________________________  

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________  

City: ________________________________________________  State: _______  Zip: _______________  

Phone: _______________________________________  Email: _________________________________  

Sponsor Name – as you would like it to appear on printed materials  

Please print: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Please email your logo to joe@garivers.org in .jpg or .tif format (300 dpi or greater please!) 

We will sponsor at the following level: 
q Presenting Sponsor $20,000 (6 Complimentary Registrations) 
q Class V Sponsor $10,000 (5 Complimentary Registrations) 
q Class IV $5,000 (4 Complimentary Registrations)    
q Class III Sponsor $2,500 (2 Complimentary Registrations)   
q Class II Sponsor $1,000 (1 Complimentary Registration) 
q Class I Sponsor $500 
q Supporting Sponsor $250 
q We will provide food/beverage/merchandise donations:___________________________________ 
q We will provide give away items:______________________________________________________  

 
Guest Names participating in Paddle Georgia event (if applicable): (or email names to joe@garivers.org) 

Please print: ___________________________________________________________________________  

 
Payment Type:   q  Check (payable to Georgia Rivers)   |   q  Visa   |   q  MasterCard    

Payment Amount:   $_______________ 

If paying by credit card: 

Card Number: ___________________________________________________________________________  

Security Code (3-4 Digit Code)__________Expiration date: _______ Billing Zip Code _________________ 

Printed Name as on card: _________________________ Authorized signature: _______________________  

 
Please complete this form and return to:  Georgia Rivers, Attn: Rena Peck 

126 South Milledge Avenue, Suite E3, Athens, GA 30605 or email to rena@garivers.org 
 

ONLINE DONATION FORM: You may also submit your donation via our online donation portal at: 
https://garivers.org/join-donate/ 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
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