
CLEAN GEORGIA RIVERS
A CLEANER FUTURE FOR GEORGIA’S RIVERS
Georgia Rivers runs the state’s water trails, working to protect our rivers

and access to float them. We envision a future where Georgia waters are
safe to swim, fish and recreate, meet the needs of the natural systems

they support, and provide reliable, clean drinking water.

Georgia Rivers works to keep rivers clean by:

Funding communities to install trash traps in
streams to capture plastics and other debris
before it reaches the ocean
Hosting river cleanups and Adopt-A-Stream
water quality monitoring and training during
paddle trips
Working with EPD to provide Georgia Water Trails
with the highest water protection standards 

Our program aims to connect everyday actions to real
impacts on rivers by:

Informing policy and infrastructure improvements
Supporting waste reduction initiatives
Engaging businesses and reduce single-use materials
Inspiring individuals to take action to clean their local
waters

1000+ Pounds of trash removed on 2025 paddle trips
8 In-stream trash traps installed across the state

40+ Paddlers trained to test water quality with Georgia Adopt-A-Stream

2025 Clean Georgia Rivers Success



Contact us:
info@garivers.org
(706) 549-4508
www.garivers.org

Georgia Rivers’ mission is to protect and connect people with Georgia rivers.

For over 25 years, Georgia Rivers has served as the only statewide organization
dedicated solely to protecting Georgia’s waterways. 

IN-STREAM TRASH REMOVAL
Rain washes litter and trash from parking lots, roadways, and yards into streams, and can take it
downstream for miles. Trash traps are designed to stop debris from traveling with the current
and consolidate it for easy removal. Local partners empty them on a regular basis, especially

following rain events. During a clean-out, the natural debris is allowed to pass downstream; the
trash and recyclables are separated out, categorized and weighed. 

Completed and In-Progress 2026 Proposed Projects
Athens – Carriage Lane Creek (North Oconee
River) and Boulder Creek (Middle Oconee
River)
Trenton – Town Creek (Tennessee River Basin)
Dalton – Mill Creek (Conasauga River)
Carroll County – Little Tallapoosa River
(Tallapoosa River)
Valdosta – Sugar Creek (Withlacoochee River)
and One Mile Branch (Withlacoochee River)
Savannah – Wiltshire Canal (Savannah River)
South Fulton – Chattahoochee Tributaries

Atlanta – Sweetwater Creek State Park
(Chattahoochee River) and South River
DeKalb County – South River Tributaries
and Little Creek Horse Farm
Rome – Coosa River Basin
Murray County – Coosa River Basin
Walker County – Coosa River Basin
Gwinnett County (Chattahoochee River)
Suwannee
Confluence of Peachtree Creek Tributaries
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