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As the Director of Georgia Rivers, | support the proposed expansion of the acquisition boundary
of the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge. As an advocate for the protection and
sustainability of the Okefenokee Swamp, it is critical that the surrounding uplands around the
swamp are protected from development and managed in a way to allow natural processes such
as fire occurrences to continue without undo hardship to the interests of neighboring
landowners and other tax payers. For this reason, the most consistent management over time
would be for this land to be under US Fish and Wildlife Service management or under
easements that would promote the fire resistant native habitat communities.

To Whom It May Concern:

As an avid opponent of any mining proposal that would alter the soil profile and hydrology of
Trail Ridge and jeopardize the Okefenokee Swamp, the highest priority for acquisition is along
the eastern edge of the swamp. Commercial timber is grown almost adjacent to the swamp
edge limiting suppression efforts when fire approaches the swamp edge. Problem fire
pathways are known to exist along this edge. Itis in the best interest of everyone to establish a
mile-wide, fire-resistant zone that would also give hydrologic protection to the swamp and the
massive peat bed, one of the largest within the US. Protecting adjacent lands from
development in this area would protect an estimated carbon equivalent of 86 million metric
tons of carbon dioxide if it was released into the atmosphere. This is only a fraction of the 515
million metric tons that could be compromised when the surrounding lands are not properly
managed. For these reasons, | would like to propose to expand the proposed minor expansion
to include the 17,000 acres between Twin Pines lands and the refuge lands near Suwannee
Canal Road. We need to act now, think progressively, and ensure that this precious landscape
is not violated for short-term interests of a select few. | understand that having these lands
within the refuge acquisition boundary would make the purchase of these lands easier when
they become available.

Sincerely,

ﬂ”ﬁw— Ak

Rena Ann Peck
Executive Director
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