OKEFENOKEE TRAIL RIDGE

FACT SHEET

Protecting the Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge

Background

The Okefenokee Swamp is North America's
largest blackwater wetland and is home to the
largest National Wildlife Refuge east of the
Mississippi. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
warns that surface mining along Trail Ridge
would damage the integrity of the Okefenokee
Swamp and important cultural values of the

area.

of voters feel it is important to
protect the Okefenokee National
Wildlife Refuge and its wildlife.*

*Hart Research, 2024

Did you know? Trail Ridge is an ancient sand
dune that serves as an earthen dam for the
swamp. Protecting Trail Ridge is essential to
maintain surface water and groundwater
hydrology in the Okefenokee, St. Marys River,
and surrounding areas.

Swamp Tourism for South Georgia

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge
attracts nearly 725,000 visits a year, supports
more than 750 jobs, and generates an
estimated $64.7 million in economic activity
in the four counties surrounding the Refuge.

The Okefenokee Wilderness Canoe Trails are the only
way to access deep wilderness inside the refuge.

The Okefenokee is home to a rich biodiversity - bald
eagles, bobcats, black bears, and 13,000 alligators!

Outstanding Cultural Value

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge is the
sole nomination by the U.S. to become a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Principal Chief
of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation declared
Okefenokee’s Trail Ridge a Sacred Site.

Georgia’s Largest Carbon Sink

The Okefenokee National Wildlife Refuge holds
some 515 metric tons of carbon dioxide in vast
peat beds. Mining Okefenokee Trail Ridge
would dewater peat on the east side of the
Refuge and release an estimated carbon
equivalent of 86 million metric tons of carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere.

Prevent Wildfires

Protecting Trail Ridge will prevent wildfires from
damaging valuable commercial timberland
grown almost adjacent to the swamp. A mile-
wide, fire-resistant zone would also give
hydrologic protection to the swamp and the
massive peat bed.

garivers.org/protectokefenokee



https://garivers.org/protectokefenokee/

Independent hydrologists predict
mining on Trail Ridge would lower
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Northwest to southeast elevation profile of the Okefenokee Swamp, Trail Ridge and the St Marys River.
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For more information, contact
Rena Ann Peck, Georgia Rivers,
404-395-6250, rena@garivers.org
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