
Nov. 12, 2024

Chairlady Lynn Smith
Special House Study Committee On Navigable Streams and Related Matters
228-C State Capitol
Atlanta, GA 30334

Dear Chairlady Smith:

The below signed outdoor recreation businesses and associated entities are writing
in regards to the special House Study Committee on Navigable Streams and Related
Matters which was created by resolution during the 2024 Georgia General Assembly
session.

These signatories strongly urge you to protect Georgia’s robust outdoor recreation
economy by supporting laws that ensure broad public access to Georgia’s more than
70,000 miles of rivers and streams.

In 2022, boating and fishing in Georgia generated $1.1 billion in economic activity.
Georgia is home to more than 70 canoe/kayak/paddleboard/tube/raft outfitters,
countless retailers selling person-powered watercraft and multiple outdoor
recreation manufacturers serving the paddlesports community. These businesses
provide Georgians with thousands of jobs and are highly dependent on unrestricted
access to Georgia’s waterways.

We understand this special House Study Committee grew out of a bill introduced
during the 2024 legislative session, HB 1397, which attempted to delineate which
streams and stream portions in Georgia should be considered “navigable” based
largely on a definition of navigable adopted by the state in 1863. That definition
asserts that to be navigable a streammust be capable of floating boats loaded with
freight.

While this definition may have characterized which Georgia streams were used
commercially by steamboats, timber rafts and other vessels in 1863, it does not
reflect the wide manner in which Georgians use the state’s streams in 2024. Nor
does it reflect the needs of today’s businesses that rely on publicly accessible
streams.

A great danger arises from creating a list of “navigable streams” as it could empower
riparian property owners to close streams that are not on the list but have been
traditionally used by the public

In deliberating these issues, we encourage you to consider the implications for river
users and the outdoor recreation industry which in 2022 generated some $15 billion
in economic activity and provided some 160,000 jobs, according to the U.S.
Department of Commerce. That’s more than twice the economic impact of Georgia’s



film industry. It is critical to the state’s economy and Georgians’ quality of life to
protect these important and existing stream uses.

We encourage you to review boating access laws in the neighboring states of North
Carolina and South Carolina where there exists a public right of passage on streams
capable of supporting small recreational boats. In those states, the “recreational boat
test” is used to determine where the public has a “right of passage” that is separate
from hunting and fishing rights and independent of navigability tests related to
streambed ownership.

We, the undersigned, urge you to keep Georgia a top place to do business and a top
place to visit by supporting broad public access to the state’s rivers and streams,
including those small streams upon which many of our businesses are based.

Sincerely,

OUTFITTERS/BUSINESSES

Adam Heagy
Oconee Outfitters
Milledgeville, GA
Ocmulgee Outdoor Expeditions
Gray, GA
Adam@OconeeOutfitters.com

Scott Taylor
Three Rivers Outdoors
612 McNatt Falls Rd
Uvalda, Ga 30473
Ontheriverman@gmail.com

James and Debbie Lossick
Cedar Creek Outdoor Center
Dallas, GA
jlossick@basicrealtors.com
dlossick@basicrealtors.com

Ben LaChance
Appalachian Outfitters
2084 South Chestatee
Dahlonega, Ga 30533
theriverguy@yahoo.com

Marsha Henson
Sea Kayak Georgia
1102 Hwy 80
Tybee Island, GA 31328
912 786 8732
info@seakayakgeorgia.com

Ronnie Kemp
CanoeCanoe Outfitters
1102 Hwy 80
Tybee Island, GA 31328
912 786 8732
info@canoecanoe.com

Michael Neal
Moon River Kayak Tours and Rentals
Savannah, GA
mjnneal912@gmail.com

Jack Wise
Wildwater Ltd.
PO Box 309
Long Creek, SC 29658
Jack@wildwaterrafting.com
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Tim Brenner
Festive Water LLC
5285 Lake Pointe Dr. Suite A
Cumming GA 30041
Kayak and Paddle Board Rentals and Sales
404-422-9569
https://festivewater.com/

Tim Brenner
Wildwood Outfitters
26 Megan Dr
Cleveland Ga 30528
706-865-4451
tim@festivewater.com

Kevin Terry
Heard County Outfitters LLC
2187 Franklin Pkwy Suite B
Franklin Ga 30217
Heardcooutfitters@gmail.com

Leslie Wright
Savannah Rapids Kayak Rental
Martinez, GA
Savannahrapidskayakrental@gmail.com

Katie Wright
Keg Creek Watersports
Wildwood Park Appling ,GA 30802
Kegcreekwatersports@gmail.com

Dustin Miller and John Miller
Miller Kayak Trips and Training
KayakTripsAndTraining.com
Jackson, GA
contact@kayaktripsandtraining.com
770-715-4282

Julie Wolff
Kayak Ringgold, INC
356 Smith Chapel Road
Tunnel Hill, GA 30755
kayakringgold@gmail.com

Michael Moody
Broad River Outfitters
Darien, GA
gabroadriver@gmail.com

Stephen Wright
Dreamboats Kayaks
Manufacturer based in Columbus, GA
dreamboatskayaks@gmail.com

Fletch Griffin
Westbrook Supply Co.
Atlanta, GA
fletch@westbrooksupplyco.com

Kathryn Lapolla
Savannah Coastal Ecotours
Savannah, GA
www.savannahcoastalecotours.com
scekayaking@gmail.com

Alan Sanders
Sanders Outdoors LLC DBA Earthly
Outfitters
Carrollton, GA
earthlyoutfittersga@gmail.com

Gina Golden
Toccoa Valley Campground Tubing,
Rafting and Kayaking
Blue Ridge, GA
Info@toccoavalleycampground@gmail.co
m

Jenny Sweat
Okefenokee & Satilla Expeditions LLC
Waycross, GA
okeexpeditions@gmail.com

Lauri Crowe
Suspenz Kayak Carts & Storage
Manufacturer based in Roswell, GA
Lcrowe@suspenz.com

Jeannie Yarger
The Flint River Outpost
Flint River Landings Warwick to
Bainbridge
(229) 376-5643

Michael Gowen
Southeast Adventure Outfitters
St. Simons Island, GA
kayak@southeastadventure.com
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Andrew Bruce
Lake Blue Ridge Outfitters
26 By Pass Rd
Morganton, GA 30560
706-633-0143
www.lakeblueridgeoutfitters.com

David Bridges
Battlefield Outdoors
Fort Oglethorpe, GA
battlefieldoutdoors@gmail.com

Tripp Janssen
Cartecay River Experience
Ellijay, GA
trippjanssen54@yahoo.com

Brian Cohen
Backwater Expeditions Inc
Guyton, GA
www. Backwaterexpeditions.com
Backwater.bc@gmail.com

﻿Chris Scalley
River Through Atlanta Guide Service
Roswell Ga
Chrisscalley@bellsouth.net

John Sloan
High Country Outfitters
Atlanta, Marietta, Peachtree City,
Alpharetta, Marietta, Peachtree
Corners, Athens
john@highcountryoutfitters.com

Zach Bargeron
Public Lands
Kennesaw, GA
Zachary.Bargeron@publiclands.co
m

Zach Tyree
Euharlee Creek Outfitters
Euharlee, GA
Euharleecreekoutfittersinfo@gmail.com

Teri & Terry Sims
Cool River Tubing
Helen, GA
info@coolrivertubing.com

GLL Marine / GLL Outdoors
Bill Golden
3017West Point Rd
Lagrange Ga 30240
bill@greatlakeslandco.com

Kristin and Nigel Law
Savannah Canoe and Kayak
414 Bonaventure Rd., Savannah, GA
31404
(912) 341-9502 /
info@savannahcanoeandkayak.com

Cole Watkins, Owner/Operator
4212 Long Cove Dr, Martinez, GA 30907
Cole@ColeWatkinsTours.com
706-840-0433

Madison Green
Ocmulgee Outdoor Expeditions
Macon, GA
478-733-3386

Connie & Shawn Shreve
Ogeechee Outpost
Ellabell, GA 31308
912-665-6565

Damon Deese
Rocky Bend Flint River Retreat
2909 Newton Hwy
Newton, Ga 39870
rockybendflintriverretreat@gmail.com

Josh Resa
Kayak Attack Adventures
2998 N Slappey Blvd
Albany, GA 31707
(229) 669-1259

Dale Dauphinais
Southern Paddling Guide
3816 Saddlebred
Valdosta, GA 31605
southernpaddling@yahoo.com
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Blue Ridge Mountain Kayaking,LLC
Alanna and Christopher Flanagan
56 North River rd. Mineral Bluff, Ga.
30559
(706) 633-7066
treeclimber770@yahoo.com

George Virgo
Nantahala Outdoor Center
203 Azalea Dr.
Roswell, GA 30075
(770) 999-0625
george.virgo@noc.com

BrandonWilliams
The Canoe House
608 Broad St.
Rome, GA 30161
(706) 237-7720
thecanoehouse@gmail.com

Daniell Gilbert
Whitewater Express
1000 Bay Ave.
Columbus, GA 31901
(706) 321-4720
daniell@whitewater.express

Joe Addison
Lazy River Rentals
400 Doe Valley Dr.
Tallapoosa, GA 30176
(770) 574-0995
lazyrivertallapoosa@gmail.com

Kim Bednarek
Executive Director
Okefenokee Swamp Park, Inc.
5700 Okefenokee Swamp Park Road
Waycross, Georgia 31503
kim.bednarek@okeswamp.org
(904) 207-8057

The Sandbar
3435 King Hall Mill Rd
Bowman, GA 30624
(706) 245-4163

TOURISM/MUNICIPALITIES

Jennifer Grimmer
President & CEO
Gilmer County Chamber of Commerce
Ellijay, GA
jenniferg@gilmerchamber.com

Sarah Williams
Sprewell Bluff Park-Upson County
Thomaston, GA
swilliams@upsoncountyga.org

Rachel McDaniel
Pike County Journal Reporter
P.O. Box 789, Zebulon GA
news@pikecountygeorgia.com
#770-567-3446

NONPROFITS/CLUBS

Rena Peck, Executive Director
Georgia Rivers
Athens, GA
Rena@GARivers.org

George Dusenbury
Georgia & Alabama State
Director/Southern Hub Director
The Trust for Public Land
Atlanta, GA
George.Dusenbury@tpl.org

Lesford Duncan, Executive Director
Outdoor Foundation
Atlanta office of the National organization
based in Boulder, CO
lduncan@outdoorfoundation.org

Andrea White
Southeast Regional Chair, American Canoe
Association
Member, ACA Board of Directors
Member, NASBLA Paddlesports
Committee
Atlanta, GA
RACChair@AmericanCanoe.net
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Erin Evans
Georgia State Director, American Canoe
Association
Girls Scouts of Greater Atlanta
Teal Diva Ovarian Cancer Support Network
Covington, GA

GAStateDirector@AmericanCanoe.net

Scott Houser
Scouts BSA (AKA Boy Scouts of America)
Snellville, GA 30039
scotthouser@outlook.com

Diane Windham, President
Georgia Canoeing Association
PO Box 611
Winston, GA 30187
windham.diane@gmail.com

Katie Larue
President, Tennessee Valley Canoe Club
Chattanooga, TN
President@tvccpaddler.com

Janina Edwards
Black Lite
1283 Celia Way
Decatur, GA 30032

Bruce Blohm
Secretary, South Chickamauga Creek
Greenway Alliance
Chattanooga and North Georgia
bruce.blohm@gmail.com

Sylvester Pierce
NJE/The Self Preservation Society
Atlanta, GA
spierce@spierceconsulting.com

Emily Floore, Executive Director
St. Marys Riverkeeper
300 Osborne Street
St. Marys, GA 31558
emily@stmarysriverkeeper.org
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