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CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

GA River Network Helping You and Your Rivers

E

ducation, recreation, clean-ups, paddles,
river protection, and conservation – as we
step into spring there is so much activity on
Georgia’s rivers by the 30+ watershed groups and
30+ water trail groups across the state. Georgia
River Network works to support and network the efforts of
these groups so that they have the resources to care for their
local waterways. In the upcoming year, we will be holding
workshops, providing assistance, answering questions,
connecting groups to resources, coordinating river events and
more. As we kick off the year, I want to make sure that you all
know Gwyneth Moody (Community Programs Coordinator)
and myself, Dana Skelton (Executive Director). We are here to
help your group –just give us a call.
Meet Dana: I feel more connected to myself and the life around
me when I take some time to get outside. Rivers have always
been a source of inspiration for me, and I spend a lot of my
free time walking beside the Oconee, my local river that flows
through the woods not far from my home. When I only have a
few minutes, I walk down the street to my local park and walk
by the stream. I spend time along these waterways to help
quiet my mind, release the stresses of the day, visit with the
wildlife, see what plants and flowers are blooming, and watch
the water levels and woods change with the weather and the
seasons. We all have our own stories and sources of personal
connection. Our work at GRN is to give people opportunities

and inspiration to visit their local waterways, learn the rivers’
stories and develop a relationship with a river. With spring
just around the corner and staff busy working on lots of river
protection efforts around the state, I am excited to be stepping
into the role of Executive Director of GRN after working here
and serving many different roles since 2002! I am honored to
be part of such a talented and dedicated staff that are a wealth
of knowledge about rivers and how we can protect them. As
my life becomes a bit busier and more stressful in this new role,
it becomes that much more important for me to recommit to
making MY visits to the river as often as possible. I encourage
you to get outside and do the same. — Dana Skelton
Meet Gwyneth: My compassion for Georgia’s rivers started at a
young age on the Broad River. I engaged with the Broad on the
hundreds of padding trips I went on growing up and developed
a sense of place on the river. It was my place to go for fun, for
solitude, for peace of mind, for exploration My dream came
true when I accepted the position as Community Programs
Coordinator for GRN. Every Hidden Gem paddle I coordinate
and water trail group I provide technical assistance to, allows
me to enhance a community’s connection to and engagement
with its river. Bringing together diverse stakeholders that
encompass all sectors of a community (landowners, local
and state agencies, county and city officials, river enthusiasts,
educators, students, watershed groups, local businesses,
attorneys, outfitters, etc.) and helping to empower them to
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION
As the voice of Georgia’s rivers, we
help everyone enjoy, connect with and
advocate for economically vital and
clean flowing rivers.

GOALS
• Be the hub that connects people to
rivers, watershed groups, related
resources and other members of the
network so they can be effective
advocates.

Paddle Georgia - Register Today!

A

re you ready for a truly wild adventure, exploring everything
Georgia’s astonishing waterways have to offer? Then clear your
calendar for Paddle Georgia! Each year 400 people of all ages and walks of life
show up to spend a week (and roughly 100 miles) on a different Georgia river, sleep in
what amounts to a gypsy camp on the floor of a high school gym (or out on the football
field for those who want to rough it in relative privacy), eat together, laugh together and
complain together about sunburn and sore shoulders. And they do it all with grins on
their faces.
The proceeds of Paddle Georgia go toward our year round river protection efforts.
But the real purpose of Paddle Georgia is to help you experience the river—not just
from your car windows—but as a place coursing with history, raucous wildlife, and a
sweet, meditative slowness that only can be found in a watery place. This is what keeps
people—all kinds of people—coming back to Paddle Georgia each year for a refreshing
baptism on a hot week in June.
To find out more about Paddle
Georgia, check out the Paddle
Georgia website, or visit the
Paddle Georgia Facebook and
Twitter. For more information
about the upcoming trip in June,
read Captain Joe Cook’s Paddle
Georgia Blog.

• As a statewide watchdog on water
policy, continue advocacy efforts
to ensure strong protections for
Georgia’s rivers.
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change the perception of their river from a polluted, scary place to a valuable family
friendly asset that they want protect and restore, is an incredibly rewarding experience.

Policy Director

Community Programs Coordinator

Debra Long

Director of Administration &
Operations
Georgia River Network is a 501(c)3 non‐
profit organization. Contributions are
fully tax‐deductible.

Slowly but surely water trails are gaining in popularity as public green space and
increased multi-use trail connectivity are becoming more and more trendy. People are
realizing the benefits that water trails bring to a community from increased recreational
opportunities, increased tourism and economic development, to increased community
health and increased river health. And ultimately the relationships I help build by
supporting communities who build water trails, strengthens GRN’s ability to effectively
advocate for strong protections for Georgia’s rivers at the state level. Water trails are a
win-win for cities and counties, a win-win for trail users, a win-win for local businesses,
and most importantly a win-win for our rivers… and I’m excited and honored to
continue carrying the torch on behalf of Georgia’s rivers.
— Gwyneth Moody

GRN Vehicle Donation Program
Donate a vehicle to GRN and help save our rivers! Turn your car, truck, RV,
or boat into protection for Georgia’s rivers. We accept any vehicle - running
or not - by working with Charitable Auto Resources. Your vehicle is towed
free of charge and the donation is eligible for a tax deduction. Contact
Dana Skelton, at dana@garivers.org or 706-548-4508 if you are interested
in taking advantage of this opportunity or for more information about the
vehicle donation program.

GRN is a Member of Earthshare Georgia

G

eorgia River Network is a member group
of EarthShare of Georgia — a non-profit
federation of over 60 Georgia non-profits,
all of which work to educate, conserve, or
protect our air, land, and water throughout
Georgia. Through workplace giving campaigns at
participating companies, EarthShare raises funds for
the member group non-profit organizations in Georgia.
Employers who include EarthShare as part of their annual
pledge campaign empower their employees with additional
ways to improve their world. EarthShare of Georgia, as part
of the EarthShare national employee giving program, is part
of a network representing more than 400 environmental
groups working locally, nationally and internationally. There
you could support Georgia River Network and other member
non-profits easily through the annual campaign. If your
company would like add an EarthShare giving campaign,
contact Dana at dana@garivers.org. Learn more about
EarthShare at http://www.earthshare.org.

Broad River Users’ Guide Hot Off the Press!
The Broad River is among the last free-flowing rivers in Georgia and
perhaps the state’s most wild. The Broad River User’s Guide traces
the unique characteristics of the full 60 miles of the river and the 110
miles of its three forks (South, Middle, and North) before the main
river’s convergence with the Savannah River.
In doing so, the guide outlines the river’s cultural and natural history,
telling the story of humans’ relationship to the river from precolonial
days to the present. Though the mainstem of the Broad is one of the
few Georgia rivers to escape dams, it was one of Georgia’s first inland
river valleys to be explored and settled. Along its course are rare
species like shoals spider lilies and the Bartram’s bass, not to mention
some of the most popular whitewater paddling in North Georgia.
With this handbook, river explorers will find all the information needed
to embark on a Broad River journey, including detailed maps, put in/
take out suggestions, fishing and camping locations, mile-by-mile points
of interest, and an illustrated natural history guide to help identify animals and plants commonly
seen in and around the river.
If you purchase your copy directly from GRN, a portion of the proceeds benefit our river
conservation work. To place an order, call 706-549-4508 or come by the Georgia River Network
office. Price: $20 including tax, $23 including tax and shipping. Joe Cook is the author of the
Georgia River Network Guidebook series published by the UGA Press, is coordinator of Georgia
River Network’s Paddle Georgia Event, and on staff at Coosa River Basin Initiative.
Also available, the Etowah River User’s Guide and Chattahoochee River User’s Guide.

Hidden Gem Paddling Trips
Coosawattee River Hidden Gem Paddle to Farm to Table July 31
Experience a 9-mile section of this north Georgia gem and up-and-coming
Water Trail with Georgia River Network, Coosa River Basin Initiative, and
Georgia Organics. We will also visit Riverview Farms, an organic farm on
the banks of the river where we will enjoy a gourmet lunch from the farm’s
fields. The trip ends at a privately-owned Native American archaeological
site. Ticket price includes a signed copy of Suzanne Welander’s ‘Canoe and
Kayak Georgia’ guide book.

Lower Oconee Hidden Gem Paddle & Campout Sept 17-18
Spend a weekend exploring this up-and-coming Water Trail on the Fall
Line of middle Georgia! Georgia River Network is partnering with the
Altamaha Riverkeeper and Lower Oconee Water Trail, for this exciting two
day paddle, dinner party, & campout on the Oconee river in Milledgeville,
GA. The event will include lunch, dinner, breakfast and presentations along
the route, ranging from flora/fauna, water health, and river cleanups to
cultural history, and visual & performing arts. Day one of the paddle will be
followed by a festive dinner event with live entertainment and bonfire at the
campground.

Mark your calendar - Registration coming soon!

Become a GA River Network Business Partner

O

ur business partners contribute to
our work to protect rivers throughout
the year. We invite you to join us as a
business partner in presenting our 2016-2017
educational programs and events.
We offer several events throughout the year that highlight
ways that we can protect the water that we need and the
rivers that we love including Paddle Georgia, Weekend for
Rivers, Hidden Gems, Fall Float, Spring on the Satilla and
Brews, Boats & BBQ for Better Rivers!
Please consider becoming an event sponsor, a supporter of
our river guidebook series or making a donaton toward our
work to provide daily assistance and resources to individuals
and groups who love rivers. We couldn’t do this important
work without the support of Georgia’s concerned and
dedicated business partners.
To learn more about sponsorship and donation
opportunities and to view our 2016 Corporate Sponsorship
packet, visit http://garivers.org/make-a-difference/businesssponsorship-options.html Thank you!

Brews, Boats & BBQ for Better Rivers 2016

A

huge thank you to everyone who helped make our
annual Brews, Boats & BBQ for Better Rivers fundraiser
and pre-season party a huge success! It was an awesome
night with a SOLD OUT crowd of 250 fellow paddlers and river lovers
that helped us raise over $10,000!
We appreciate everyone who came out to support GRN, especially our
sponsors Outside World Outfitters, Oglethorpe Power Corporation and
Storm Water Systems! The food was delicious, as was the beer, and we
were delighted to see so many new faces who are eager to get involved with
GRN and participate in our 2016 events!
We hope everyone enjoyed the entertaining brewery tour, door prizes,
silent auction items, and supportive tabling organizations: Georgia Canoe
Association, Surfrider Foundation – Georgia Chapter, Suzanne Welander
(Canoe and Kayak Georgia), and John Miller (Kayak Classes).
Special CONGRATULATIONS to our raffle winners Kurt Hartley
(2016 Tupelo Recreational Kayak) and Cliff Phillips (2016 Cruise
Recreational Kayak)!

St. Mary’s Rivekeeper Named

T

he Waterkeeper Alliance Board of Directors
has named retired businessman and science
teacher, Rick Frey, St. Mary’s Riverkeeper.
Frey will be a full-time advocate for the river and
its tributaries through community action and enforcement. He became active in environmental groups and
trained to be a certified naturalist in Georgia and Florida. He
worked as a kayak guide, trained as a volunteer at Cumberland
Island National Wildlife Refuge and at Okefenokee National
Wildlife Refuge. He also serves as the at-large representative for Camden County on the St. Marys River Management
Committee.
“Waterkeeper Alliance is thrilled to have Rick to be the eyes,
ears, and voice for this vital watershed,” said Robert F. Kennedy
Jr., Waterkeeper Alliance president. “The theft of our public

waters by polluters is not acceptable. Rick is the right leader to
fight for clean water in the region.”

Clean Water For All - Georgia Water Wire

E

very day I work for Georgia’s rivers because
I know the value of clean water. Wherever I
hike or bike for long distances, where I decide to go is
dictated by where I will find water to drink. I have traveled
all over the country, and beyond its borders, and carried water
from streams dirty and clear, nearly dry or flooding. The pipes
in my own home have frozen, which was only a temporary
inconvenience. Now with two children under the age of three,
I cannot imagine how my family could function without
dependable water for any duration.
Flint, Michigan’s unfolding water and public health crises are
timely examples of why “clean water” in the United States is
not a spectator sport. If you want clean
water, you have to work for it. Demand
it. Fight for it. And that’s what I do.

the public nature of aquifer resources; it confirms the private
property right to undiminished natural water quality from the
resource; and it requires the Department of Natural Resources
Board to draft rules that will protect the public and private
values of our groundwater resources. SB 36 needs a full
committee hearing AND must be voted out of committee with
a “do pass.” Additionally, I will continue to work to protect all
of Georgia’s streams, creeks and rivers with “buffers.” All of
Georgia’s waterways are supposed to be protected by a 25foot buffer. On cold water trout streams in north Georgia that
buffer is 50 feet. These protected areas help keep water clean,
protect habitat for fish and wildlife, and prevent damage to
streamside property.

Unfortunately, a lot of what I do is
not camera-ready, easy to articulate
or measure. It’s hard to capture the
excitement of a meeting with federal
regulators. The comment letters I draft
are not bestselling novels destined for
adaptation to the big screen; they are
serious, technical and dry. In other
words, the work of a policy director is not a riveting day on the
river with Paddle Georgia. But, I have learned by experience
and observation, if I want clean water I have to work for it.

However, in the summer of 2015 the
Georgia Supreme Court placed the
protection of Georgia’s creeks, streams
and rivers in question. Georgia’s General
Assembly should heed the Supreme
Court’s advice in Turner v. Ga River
Network et al: fix an ambiguous and
arbitrary law that leaves many of
the state’s waterways without legal
protection. House Bill 966 offered this
simple fix. HB 966 proposed additional
methods to measure a buffer in the absence of “wrested
vegetation” such as using “the ordinary high water mark” or “top
of bank.”

If you need inspiration, read a recent Rolling Stone essay—
“Who Poisoned Flint, Michigan?”—about how a “livid” mother
of four, an Iraqi-American pediatrician and a MacArthur
genius helped Flint when few people were listening. When
they first spoke out about the lead poisoning in their drinking
water, Flint’s residents were methodically lied to and belittled
as “anti-everything” by state officials for nearly two years.

Not unlike SB 36, HB 966 has been detained in the House
Natural Resources and Environment committee. Committee
Chairman Rep. Lynn Smith (R-Newnan) authorized a
subcommittee hearing on HB 966 and did not allow the
committee to vote on the bill. HB 966 did not survive
Crossover Day. The House could still have a chance to act on
SB 36 if the bill moves out of committee before March 24.

Because nobody in Georgia should live in fear of their drinking
water, for the next few months, I have been regularly traveling
between Athens and the state Capitol to advocate for our rivers
and clean water.

The legislative priorities outlined above may appear tangential
to Flint’s un-natural disaster. They are not. The Flint crisis
was a failure of government at local, state and federal levels.
Participation in the political process in Georgia or anywhere,
regardless of the specific issue demonstrates the value of clean
water to decision makers. If we do not communicate what
matters, decision makers will make choices for us.

I will actively work to pass Senate Bill 36, the Underground
Water Supply Protection Act of 2015. This bill will protect
groundwater and people who depend on it. It concerns me
that residents in Grady County are facing high levels of arsenic
in their well water. It also concerns me that rather seek the
source of polluted well water in Juliette, local and state officials
engineered a drinking water switch.
SB 36 bill passed the Senate with only three dissenting votes
during the 2015 session. The bill does three things: it affirms

We have the tools and experience to maintain and keep our
water systems from failing. What we apparently lack is the
political and regulatory capacity to avoid un-natural drinking
water disasters as witnessed in 2014 in Charleston, West
Virginia and Toledo, Ohio. We are not an exceptional nation if
we allow these un-natural disasters to occur or re-occur.
Read this and more on the Georgia Water Wire Blog.
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Calendar of Events
April 2-3, 2016
Spring on the Satilla
June 18-24, 2016
Paddle Georgia 2016
July 31, 2016
Coosawatee River Paddle to Farm to
Table
August 23, 2016
GRN Member Trip to the Hike Inn

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

September 17-18, 2016
Lower Oconee Paddle & Campout

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________

October 8-10, 2016
Fall Float on the Flint

We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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