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CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

Flint River From Albany to Bainbridge Belongs
on Everyone’s Georgia Paddling Bucket List

I

f Georgia rivers get any better than the Flint
River between Albany and Bainbridge, you can
pummel me with water cannons in the middle
of a sub-freezing winter paddle. I just don’t think
it gets much better than this 70-mile run…especially when
you’re in the company of 140 other paddling enthusiasts as
each of us was during the four days of Fall Float on the Flint.
Where else in the deep south of Georgia can you run
whitewater shoals (O.K., O.K. it’s not the Chattooga, but
it’s still fun)? Where else can you find a gopher tortoise
swimming across a river while a bald eagle soars over head?
Where else can you leap into water so crystal clear and
blue that it appears almost cartoonish? Where else can you
uncover 50 million year-old fossils of sea shells in one hand
and native freshwater mussel shells in the other hand…all on
the same sandbar?
If I were naming bucket list paddles in Georgia, the Fall Float
run on the Flint would have to be near the top of the list.
And, this year’s Fall Floaters would agree.
Melissa Ballard of Fairmount who brought along five
members of her Boy Scout Adventure Crew shared with us
some of the comments she heard from her teenagers on the
way home:
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• As a statewide watchdog on water
policy, continue advocacy efforts
to ensure strong protections for
Georgia’s rivers.

Board of Directors
Mr. Steven Cousins
Ms. Dorinda Dallmeyer
Mr. Mickey Desai
Ms. Alicia Evans
Mr. Victor Johnson
Mr. Mike McCarthy
Mr. Terry Pate
Mr. Vincent Payne
Mr. Keith Parsons
Ms. Bonny Putney
Ms. Dee Stone
Ms. Julie Stuart
Mr. Brent Troncalli
Mr. Don Wright
Staff
Chris Manganiello
Policy Director

Gwyneth Moody

Community Programs Coordinator

Dana Skelton

Interim Executive Director
Director of Administration & Outreach

Debra Long

Administrative Assistant

Davin Welter

Development Director
Georgia River Network is a 501(c)3 non‐
profit organization. Contributions are
fully tax‐deductible.

Fall Float - More Highlights
“The best part was…all of it.” “The springs were beautiful. I loved the places we camped.”
Upon arriving home after four days on the Flint, Cynthia Cox posted to Facebook: “I loved
this paddle so much…I’m already missing it.”
I for one am still telling shoal bass jokes, and I’m especially fond of Barry O’Neill’s offering:
A shoal bass walks into the sandbar and the bartender says, “Hey that’s an nice pair of Bass
Wejun penny loafers you have on there.” To which the shoal bass replies, “Thanks, and
they’ve got great shoals.”
Bad jokes and all kidding aside, this year’s Fall Float did what all of Georgia River
Network’s paddle trips do. It connected people with rivers, starting intimate relationships
that lead to paddlers taking action to protect rivers.
During the course of the four day event, the group heard from Flint Riverkeeper Gordon
Rogers and American Rivers’ Jeremy Diner, learning about how state water policies are
draining the Flint dry and what solutions are out there to reverse the trend.
More than a dozen paddlers participated in Georgia Adopt-A-Stream water testing
workshops; 32 individuals donated money to Georgia River Network for the chance to win
a $250 pot of cash in our first ever Poker Run (David Garr was the winner with a flush!)
and countless participants purchased raffle tickets to win a new canoe (Polly Sattler of
Atlanta was the winner).
Together, we generated about $10,000 to help Georgia River Network and Flint
Riverkeeper protect our rivers…and we had a great time doing it. If you haven’t run the
Flint from Albany to Bainbridge, put it on your bucket list, and hopefully, you can join us
for another Fall Float on the Flint.
Read this full blog post by Joe Cook at https://garivernetwork.wordpress.com/
2015 Sponsors and Partners – Cary S. Baxter, CPA; Patagonia; China Clay Producers
Association; CYA Agency, Inc.; Georgia Power; Hennessy Land Rover; Maxxis;
Oglethorpe Power; R. Terry Pate, CPA; RS Industrial, Inc.; Simmons Bedding Company;
Sole Source Electrical Contractors; StreamTechs; Troncolli Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram
Subaru; AR Motorsports; The Outside World; Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center;
Half-Moon Outfitters; Friends of State Parks; Geraldine’s; New Belgium Brewing; Fair
Shot Coffee; American Canoe Association; Café Campesino; Ogeechee Riverkeeper;
Georgia Canoe Association; Georgia Adopt-A-Stream; Project Wet, Rocky Bend Retreat
Center, Southern Ag Carriers

Georgia’s Dirty Dozen; Now a Baker’s Dozen?

O

n November 4, Georgia’s leading water
coalition named its “Dirty Dozen” for
2015, highlighting 12 of the worst offenses
to Georgia’s waters. The annual Dirty Dozen shines a
spotlight on threats to Georgia’s water resources, as well as the
polluters and state policies or failures that ultimately harm—
or could harm—Georgia property owners, downstream
communities, fish and wildlife, hunters and anglers, and
boaters and swimmers.
The Dirty Dozen is not a list of the most polluted water
bodies in Georgia, nor are they ranked in any particular
order. It’s a list of problems that exemplify the results of
inadequate funding for Georgia’s Environmental Protection
Division (EPD), a lack of political will to enforce existing
environmental protections, and ultimately misguided water
planning and spending priorities that flow from the very top
of Georgia’s leadership.
For example, Georgia’s groundwater lacks adequate
protection, which is a problem because 20 percent of the
water used in Georgia homes and businesses is pumped
from wells tapping our state’s underground aquifers. Many
of those communities, like Waycross, are also burdened
with one or more of the 500 identified hazardous waste sites
found statewide where toxic contamination is known to
exist and poses a threat to water and local residents. If the
Georgia House of Representatives passes Senate Bill 36, then
the Department of Natural Resources would be required
to implement rules protecting the state’s groundwater and
communities like Waycross from harm.
The Sabal Trail pipeline is an example of a potential threat
to surface and ground water supplies. Spectra Energy’s Sabal
Pipeline poses threats to Georgia communities, as well as
their air, water and property, while providing no benefits to
these same communities. For southwest Georgia residents, the
pipeline project is all risks and no rewards.

and Florida. Since 2012, the Governor’s Water Supply
Program has directed over $190 million to construct dams
and reservoirs—many of questionable need—in an attempt
to store and divert water from downstream neighbors. In
a shocking course correction away from reservoir building,
Newton County commissioners recently placed a 15-year old
reservoir proposal on the shelf after spending $20 million.
This summer the Georgia Supreme Court reversed lower
court decisions and placed the protection of Georgia’s rivers,
streams and lakes in question. The high court limited the
methods used by Georgia’s EPD to determine streamside
protection zones to a single narrow test that leaves many of
the state’s streams without protection.
Despite these ongoing problems, the Dirty Dozen Report
celebrates the decision by the Georgia Department of
Transportation (DOT) to deny a petroleum pipeline
company the authority to use eminent domain for a pipeline
running from Augusta through coastal Georgia to Florida.
DOT’s action to stop the proposed Palmetto Pipeline earned
that issue special recognition as “Clean #13,” making the 2015
report a baker’s dozen of issues.
The Georgia Water Coalition publishes this annual list as a
call to action for our state and federal leaders and our fellow
citizens to come together to correct pollution problems,
eliminate the wasteful use of our tax dollars and restore our
streams, rivers, lakes and coastal waters. The Coalition also
gives credit for doing the right thing where credit is due.
The full Dirty Dozen report details the history of each site
or example and provides solutions to correct these ongoing
problems and eliminate the listed threats. The full report—
including updates from previous Dirty Dozen reports—is
available online:
http://www.garivers.org/gawater/dirtydozen2015gwc.html

State spending to expand Georgia’s water supplies has
aggravated a two-decade-long water war with Alabama

GRN Vehicle Donation Program
Donate a vehicle to GRN and help save our rivers! Turn your car, truck, RV,
or boat into protection for Georgia’s rivers. We accept any vehicle - running
or not - by working with Charitable Auto Resources. Your vehicle is towed
free of charge and the donation is eligible for a tax deduction. Contact
Davin Welter, GRN’s Development Director, at davin@garivers.org or 706548-4508 if you are interested in taking advantage of this opportunity or
for more information about the vehicle donation program.

Support GRN This Holiday Season

D

uring this holiday season, we are grateful
for your generous support of Georgia River
Network’s mission
to protect our beautiful
rivers. Your support
helped us:

water trail development assistance
- Held more educational paddling trips engaging more
citizens than ever before

- Work with Environment
Georgia to designate the
Conasauga River as the state’s
first Outstanding National
Resource Water
- Secure permanent protections
for the coastal marsh by
working with the Georgia
Water Coalition partners
- Support watershed groups
throughout the state with

We hope that you will continue
to support this important work
with a year-end gift before
December 31, 2015. Please call
us at 706-549-4508; or send a
check to 126 S. Milledge Ave.,
Suite E3, Athens GA 30605;
or make an online gift at www.
garivers.org (click the red
button in the top right hand
corner of the website).
Thank you so much and have a
wonderful holiday!

SCORP - Georgia Plan for Outdoor Recreation
Attention Water Trail Groups!
The popularity of water trails has grown dramatically
in GA, and GRN wants the state of GA to recognize the
need for increased support of water trail development
and promotion by adding them to the 2017-2021 GA
Plan for Outdoor Recreation (SCORP). See more details
here: http://gastateparks.org/SCORP. SCORP is up for review and GRN plans on submitting a
comment letter with signatures from the water trail groups throughout the state outlining the need
for additional state support. If you would like to add your organization’s signature to our letter,
email Gwyneth Moody at gwyneth@garivers.org by Nov 16. We also encourage you to compose a
supplemental comment letter in support of the state dedicating more resources toward water trail
development. In addition, we also encourage supporters to attend the remaining public meeting on
Nov 16 at 5:30 – 7:00 p.m., Go Fish Center, 1255 Perry Parkway, Perry, GA. We have compiled the
following questions to serve as suggested content for these comment letters. Please answer the
questions relevant to the water trail you represent and submit them here: http://gastateparks.org/
SCORP. Tell the brief story of your water trail in one or two pages. Include:
- Name of your organization/ water trail
- Where your water trail is located and if it receives support from a city, county and/ or state park
- Why did you want a water trail?
- What does the water trail mean for/ how has it impacted your community and local economy?
- Who uses (or will use) the water trail?
- Any other unique thing about your trail?
- In what ways could state support benefit your trail?
- How has your trail benefited from the presence of a statewide water trail network?

Hidden Gems Paddle
It’s not too late to register for our last excursion of 2015 to rediscover
some of the hidden gems on Georgia’s waterways taking place on
November 14. Spend a day exploring the tea-stained waters, cypress
knees & rich wildlife diversity of the up and coming Ochlockonee River
Water Trail in the redhills of Southwest Georgia. GRN is partnering
with Ochlockonee River Water Trail and Golden Triangle Resource,
Conservation and Development, Inc. for this exciting event, which will
include lunch provided by Len Foote Hike Inn and presentations along
the route ranging from flora/fauna, water health, and river cleanups to
cultural history, and visual & performing arts. There will also be a festive
post paddle dinner with silent auction and live entertainment. Weekend
camping will be available at Birdsong Nature Center. A perfect day for
friends, family, and paddling! Register at www.ochlockonee.eventbrite.
com.

GRN Thanks Jesslyn Shields for 10 Years of
Work with Watershed Groups
GRN bids farewell to Jesslyn Shields, our Watershed Support Coordinator. Over the last
10 years, we have been lucky enough to have Jesslyn on staff to be able to provide intensive
organizational development assistance to watershed groups. Like many other groups that are
having to raise the funds to support their work, we are having to restructure our assistance
program due to budget constraints and will no longer be able to fund Jesslyn to provide the
intensive group work. Her hours of assistance behind the scenes have made a huge difference
in the successes that watershed groups across the state have had in their work. We will miss
her smiling face and wish her the best of luck! We will still continue to assist groups with
the resources they need to do their work. Requests for assistance can be made by contacting
Gwyneth Moody at gwyneth@garivers.org.

Holiday Sale on GRN Merchandise
It’s November, and the holiday season is officially here! Give someone a gift and help protect rivers
at the same time by purchasing some of GRN’s merchandise and/or purchasing items from those
who so generously support GRN by donating a portion of their sales to
us! You can do so at http://garivers.
org/news/486-holiday-sale.html.
All of GRN’s merchandise is being sold
at a DISCOUNT now through December
31!

Weekend for Rivers 2015

W

eekend for Rivers, GRN’s annual
conference and river celebration,
was held September 19-20 at the
Chattahoochee Nature Center in Roswell. One
hundred river lovers from three states joined us for a
weekend of conversation, partying and paddling the gorgeous
Chattahoochee. We appreciate all of the speakers, volunteers,
and friends—new and old—who gathered to celebrate
Georgia’s rivers together and made Weekend for Rivers
a success! Thanks again to our River Celebration Award
winners for making a difference for Georgia’s rivers, and a big
thanks to the Chattahoochee Nature Center for hosting us
again!
Event Highlights:
• 27 presenters who shared stories, films, and meditations on
the rivers and issues close to their hearts.
• In the Annual River Celebration Awards and Party, we
celebrated some of the great organizations and people who
dedicate their valuable time to protecting Georgia’s Rivers:
Justin Ellis, Margaret Tyson and the Pushback the Pipeline
Coalition all received awards for their service.
• At the auction, Weekend for Rivers participants raised
$2150 to help bring underserved youth on Paddle Georgia,
as well as almost $5,000 for Georgia River Network in an
online auction held in conjunction with Weekend for Rivers.
• Big THANKS to our Sponsors!
Chattahoochee Nature Center, Patagonia, Stormwater
Systems, Stack & Associates P.C. , Cedar Creek RV
& Outdoor Center, Flint Riverkeeper, Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper, Hike Inn, Upper Oconee Watershed Network ,
Broad River Watershed Association, and Shoot the Hooch

River Celebration Award Winners

T

his year’s River Celebration Award Winners
were recognized at Weekend for Rivers in
September.

The Watershed Group of the Year - Push Back the
Pipeline Coalition: The Coalition received this award for
protecting GA’s rivers from Augusta to St. Marys through
their leadership, education and outreach. The Coalition is
made up of 11 different organizations, including Altamaha
Riverkeeper, Ogeechee Riverkeeper, Satilla Riverkeeper,
Savannah Riverkeeper, St. Mary’s Earth Keepers, the Center
for a Sustainable Coast, GreenLaw, Sierra Club, St. Johns
Riverkeeper, Pipeline Safety Coalition and the Georgia
Conservancy. They formed to fight the Palmetto Pipeline, a
proposed 360 mile long petroleum pipeline that would send
167,000 barrels of gas, ethanol and diesel per day across
210 miles and 11 counties in Georgia. The pipeline would
endanger sensitive environmental areas. The coalition is
working with concerned citizens, landowners, organizations
and other groups in Georgia, South Carolina and Florida who
oppose the Palmetto Pipeline or advocate for a safer route.
River Conservationist of the Year - Justin Ellis, Soque River
Watershed Association (SRWA): For the better part of a
decade, SRWA has had Justin at its helm. He has been a
vital force for good and an exemplary leader in the Soque
River watershed, the entirety of which is contained within
Habersham County in northeast Georgia. One thing that
makes Justin a great leader is that he realized that the Soque
watershed and the people who live there are a unit—and
the unique combination of people and place needed to be
taken into consideration when planning the work of a river
protection organization. Justin left SRWA this year to teach
at the University of North Georgia. SRWA is in good hands
with long-time SRWA supporter Duncan Hughes, but Justin’s
great leadership, creativity, vision, political savvy has been an
inspiration to river lovers all over the state. Good luck, Justin!
Volunteer of the Year - Margaret Tyson, Satilla Riverkeeper
(Colquitt, Thomas, and Grady counties / Ochlockonee River
Watershed): Margaret Tyson resides in the red hills of SW
GA, and although she has a full time job, her dedication and
passion for rivers has led her to volunteer her time to protect
and bring attention to the Ochlockonee River Watershed. She
worked closely with GRN and American Rivers in several legal
challenges against the Grady County Fishing Lake. She also
Top: Push Back the Pipeline Coalition, Middle: Justin Ellis, Bottom:
took the lead in creating the Ochlockonee River Water Trail
Margaret Tyson
and has done an amazing job galvanizing the community to
support and get involved in its development in order to make
the river an asset to Colquitt, Thomas and Grady counties and
the economy of SW GA.
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Calendar of Events
November 14, 2015
Ochlockonee Hidden Gems Paddle
February 28, 2016
3rd Annual Brews, Boats and BBQ
Party
Sweetwater Brewing Company

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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