
CON FLUE NCE
Working To gether for Healthy R ivers

June 2017

Paddle GA 2017: Duck Race and Canoe-A-Thon 

Paddle Georgia returns to the Etowah!
7 DAYS, 125 MILES, 1 GREAT TIME   JUNE 17-23, 2017 
Arguably the best family-paddling river in the state, the Etowah is a treasure 

trove of cultural and natural history.  Along the way, we’ll paddle through beautiful 
wildlife management areas, over 1,000-year-old Native American fish weirs, past 
antebellum plantations and ancient indian mounds and into a river corridor of 
tremendous biodiversity.

If you aren’t attending Paddle Georgia this year you can still be involved! 
Fundraising events like the Duck Race and Canoe-A-Thon are great ways to help 
out and win incredible prizes. Buy a duck, donate to someone’s Canoe-A-Thon 
and help us reach our goals so we can continue to protect Georgia’s rivers. 

Support the Canoe-A-Thon
Great work to everyone who has donated this year. Already, we’ve 
raised over $14,227*, but we’re shooting for more than $40,000. If 
you don’t have your own Canoe-A-Thon consider donating to one 
of these participants:
Jim & Debbie Fountain, Alicia Evans, Terry Pate, Alan Crawford, 
Leslie Raymer ,Georgia Ritchie, Tammy Griffin, Cindy Leighton, 
Ray & Cindy Mitchell, Jim Potter, Karen Hill, Doug Mathews, 
Richard Aunspaugh, Sarah Topper, Brian Schnitzer, Jane Lip-
scomb, Laurel Sybilrud, Paige Cole, and Joey Giunta.

Here is a list of the awesome prizes you can win:
YETI Cooler, The Outside World Gift Basket, One Night Stay 
at Len Foote Hike Inn, Accent Lanai Paddle, Friends of Georgia 
State Parks and Historic Sites Member Package, 
Patagonia Sweater x2, Salomon Shoes x2, and
Bending Branches Paddle x2, and a Kayak.

Buy a Ducky & Get Lucky  
Duck Race - June 23
    Ducks are $5 or to get  
    more ducks for your bucks check out our deals: 
 - Duckling: 1 for $5 
 - Duck Duo: 2 for $10 
 - Duck Trio: 3 for $15 
 - Duck Family: 6 for $25 (5 ducks and 1 for free) 
 - Team of Ducks: 8 for $35 (7 ducks and 1 for free) 
 - Flock of Ducks: 12 for $50 (10 ducks and 2 for    
    free)
    You don’t have to be present to win. Don’t forget,                              
    the prize is $250 in cash! 
 Buy your ducks at www.GaRivers.org
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MISSION 

As the voice of Georgia’s rivers, we 
help everyone enjoy, connect with 
and advocate for economically vital 
and clean flowing rivers.

GOALS

• Be the hub that connects people to 
rivers, watershed groups, related 
resources and other members 
of the network so they can be 
effective advocates.

• As a statewide watchdog on water 
policy, continue advocacy efforts 
to ensure strong protections for 
Georgia’s rivers. 
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Georgia River Network is a 
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GRN Member Spotlight

“Paddling the rivers today brings that attitude to life and 
causes us to appreciate and work for our rivers. It’s been 
a beautiful ride, and we’re grateful for GRN and all the 
staff who work so hard to advance this mission. And the 
rest of us can contribute too, each in our own way.” 

Enjoy paddling through the Golden Isles of Coastal GA on this 
family friendly paddling trip.The trip will include locally sourced 
meals, live entertainment 

and camping near the beach 
under gorgeous live oak and 
palmetto forest. We will enjoy 
fascinating presentations about 
wildlife, local lore, coastal resto-
ration efforts and more! Spots 
will be limited. 

Mark your calendar - Registra-
tion coming soon!

St. Marys Hidden Gem 

Even if you aren’t attending Paddle GA 2017 we still want to 
see you! We will have other events going on that are open to 
everyone! Stop by and say hi, we love our people and hope to 

see at one of these events!
On Thursday, June 22, Coosa River Bason Initiative and Georgia River Network 
will host a free street party in downtown Cartersville featuring a DJ and danc-
ing, canoe and kayak test rides and canoe tug-o-war competitions. Event sponsor 
Cedar Creek Park & Outdoor Center will set up 
its mammoth portable pool in downtown. Canoe 
and kayak test rides will begin at 6 p.m. followed by 
tug-o-wars at 7 p.m. 
Form your tug-o-war teams now and get ready 
for wet and wild battles. Registration is $25 per 
four-person team. 
Note: though only 
three paddlers 
compete in each 
tug, you’ll need a 
substitute! Some 
to the tugs can be 
exhausting! 

Paddle GA: Tug-O-War & Fish Fry

Ed and Sylvia Kreb have always had a 
passion for the great outdoors, whether 
that be abroad in China or on their first 

Paddle Georgia trip on the Flint in 2008.



Paddle Georgia Youth Auction –Thank You!
 

Thank you to everyone who supported Paddle Georgia Youth Auction! 
We raised $2,040, which will directly benefit our Paddle Georgia Youth 
program. Through the Paddle Georgia Youth Program we bring 10-12 

underserved youth on a journey, most of whom have never been on a river or 
camped in a tent before. This experience introduces them to the importance 
of river protection, and also the joys of paddling a river!

We couldn’t do it without our sponsors! 
2017 Sponsors to Date:
Columbia Sportswear Company; Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center; Cary Baxter, CPA; CYA Agency, 

Inc.; Oglethorpe Power; Terry Pate, PC, CPA; China Clay Producers Association; Georgia Mining Association; 
Patagonia; EarthShare of Georgia; Troncalli Subaru; Bending Branches; RS Industrial; Friends of Georgia State 
Parks; Hennessy Land Rover Centers; Southern Company Gas; StreamTechs; New Belgium Brewing Company; Shaw 
Industries; Stormwater Systems; Outside World; Georgia Secure Shred; Murphs Surf; Len Foote Hike Inn; Euharlee 
Creek Outfitters;

Big Thanks to Our Paddle GA Sponsors
Paddle GA: Tug-O-War & Fish Fry

American Canoe Association
Cafe Campesino
Georgia Canoe Association Coosa River Basin Initiative

Project Wet
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream Upper Etowah River Alliance

Cary Baxter, PC

Terry Pate PC, CPA



Our Fall Float will be here 
quicker than you think, so 
mark your calendar! 

Fall Float on the Flint is a not to miss 3 
day paddling event taking place this fall on 
October 7th-9th with blue springs, cypress 
trees, and limestone caves!  Paddlers from 
all over the nation attend this fabulous 
event! 

We’ll travel 56 miles from Albany to 
Bainbridge taking in the best of the 
Flint’s beautiful blue hole springs, 
lively rapids, rich history, abundant 
wildlife and more! Fashioned 
after our annual week-long Paddle 
Georgia events, we will tent camp on 
the river two nights at Rocky Bend 
Flint River Retreat. Like our annual 
summer adventure, we will enjoy 
catered meals, educational programs 
and great camaraderie as we make 
our way down one of Georgia’s most 
beautiful rivers during a beautiful 
time of year.
Find out more information at www.garivers.org

Save the Date for Fall Float on the Flint

     New GRN Shirts

New Georgia River Network shirts on the way! We’re rolling out some 
new T-shirts and tank tops to start off your summer right. Get our new-
est apparel and be sure to show it off to all of your friends!

We are happy to say that these are some of our favorite shirts yet, so take a 
look and make sure to buy one! They work great as gifts and work just as good 
if you’re trying to treat your self. We hope to see you wearing these around 
town and on future trips, who knows you might even make next month’s Con-
fluence cover.



Thanks for paddling with us April 1-2 during Spring on the Satilla. We hope you had as much fun as 
we did experiencing the Satilla’s beautiful blackwater and snow-white sandbars.

136 people joined Georgia River Network and Satilla Riverkeeper for the 3rd annual Spring on the Satilla near Wood-
bine, GA. The Satilla river is one of Georgia’s wonders and especially during this time of year when Azaleas flank 
the blanks in full bloom, along with fresh tender buds and green vegetation draped in the swaying old man beards of 
dangling Spanish moss. We could not have asked for more beautiful weather with temps in the mid 80’s, blue skies, and 
a light breeze.

Folks rolled in on Friday throughout the day from all over Georgia and neighboring states (there was even a paddler 
from England!) to spend the weekend camping with fellow paddlers, meet new friends, and enjoy comradery and two 
days of paddling, while supporting a great cause! 

Check out the photos from the trip on Georgia River Network’s Facebook page

Thank You for Paddling Spring On The Satilla 

 Len Foote Hike Inn: Save Your Spot

We are excited that Georgia River Network has been offered an opportunity this year to 
bring a group to the Hike Inn Thursday Sept 14 – Friday Sept 15th and we want YOU to 
come!

The Inn has room for up to 40 people, so it’s first come, first serve, and the people we wanted to offer this opportunity 
to is YOU – our supporters, volunteers, members, and colleagues, and your families - to join our staff and board and 
our families! It will be a great time for Georgia’s river friends to spend time together in the beautiful Appalcahian 
Mountains enjoying the wilderness around us. Join us
for a weekend of relaxation, fun, and the outdoors!

The Hike Inn is generously offering 50% off rates for our 
group! To reserve your spot, go to the reservation link 
on their webpage: http://hike-inn.com/reservations and 
click the book now tab. It will pull up the 50% discount 
rate. Enter the correct dates and on the bottom of the 
page enter promotional group code: river

We hope you can join us!
Sign up at www.hike-inn.com



WWALS Watershed 
Coalition

Weekend For Rivers 2017 Recap

Georgia River Network’s Annual Weekend for Rivers Conference & River Cel-
ebration Awards Party rocked! We took a break from the big city this year 
and held the event at the intimate setting of Little Ocmulgee River State 

Park & Lodge near the Confluence of the Oconee and Ocmulgee rivers and the 
beginning of the mighty Altamaha!
 
This year’s event was held in conjunction with the Georgia Water Coalition’s Spring Partner 
Meeting and provided the 75 attendees an opportunity to learn, network, & share with water-
shed groups & fellow water advocates.

We enjoyed delicious dinners, awesome workshops, presentations, fun silent and live auctions, 
and a lovely afternoon paddle on the majestic Ocmulgee river.

We were excited to announce this year’s River Hero Awards, which were presented at the Cel-
ebration Awards Ceremony:

Winners of the 2017 River Celebration Awards:
- Watershed Group of the Year- WWALS Watershed Coalition, Valdosta, GA
For their dedication to the Withlacoochee, Willacoochee, Alapaha, Little, and Suwannee River 
and for advocating for their health and the health of the communities and people that rely on 
these rivers, Georgia River Network recognized them with the Watershed Group of the Year 
award.

- Volunteer of the Year- Vincent Payne, Winston, GA
Vincent Payne is a board member of Georgia River Network and has tirelessly organized the 
safety teams for Paddle Georgia for many years. For his dedication to Georgia Rivers, Georgia 
River Network recognized him with the Georgia River Network Volunteer of the Year award.  

- River Conservationists of the Year- Charlotte Gillis, Atlanta, GA
Charlotte Gillis has been working hard to see water trails sprout up. She is a long time lover 
of rivers and noticed a trend in increasing water trails. She worked alongside many organiza-
tions, but thankfully she came to the Georgia River Network (GRN) and proposed the idea of a 
statewide water trail program. GRN jumped right in and got to work on bringing water trails to 
Georgia,  and today the Water Trails program is a successful resource for water trails in the state.

Vincent Payne

Charlotte Gillis



The 2017 legislative term of the Georgia General Assembly ended on Thursday, March 30, also 
known as Sine Die. Though in truth, the legislators continued to move legislation well past 
midnight Thursday before adjourning until 2018.

 
Thank you to all Georgia Water Coalition(GWC) partners for your engagement and action over the past eleven weeks. 
Because of the work of the GWC  and its members, and efforts to engage citizens in the legislative process, the coalition 
stopped damaging roll-backs to environmental regulations and advanced proactive measures to protect Georgia’s waters 
for all Georgians.

As a reminder, the 2017 session was the first year of a two-year legislative cycle. Any bill that survived Crossover Day in
in the 2017 remains “live” for action during the 2018 session.
    
 Legislation Now Awaiting Action by Gov. Nathan Deal
  HB 413 – Regulating Pipeline Companies’ Use of Eminent Domain to take
Private Property
 Measures That Did Not Survive Crossover Day or Sine Die
  HB 387, HB 388 and SB 165 – Protecting Communities from Coal Ash Waste
  HR 362 & SR152 – Buffers for State Waters Delayed, 
  HR 158 – House Resolution To Restore Trust Fund Fees Stalls in the House         
  SB 116 – Attack on Local Government Stormwater Management Fails
Other Legislative Issues GWC is Tracking
  HB 271 – Changing the Shore Protection Act to the Shore Destruction Act
  HB 205 – A State Permitting Program For the Exploration and Extraction of Gas and Oil
Legislation That Has Passed
  HR 281– recognizing and encouraging the proliferation and use of water trails in Georgia and for other purposes, 
passed unanimously on March 9, 2017. This statewide Water Trails Resolution of Support was assigned to the Natural 
Resources & Environment Committee.

Georgia River Network would like to give special thanks to the following congressmen for sponsoring HR 281:
Representative Spencer Frye
Representative Lynn Smith, Chairman of Natural Resources & Environment Committee
Representative Tom McCall, Chairman of Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Representative David Knight, Chairman of Games, Fish & Parks Committee
Representative Chuck Williams, Agriculture & Consumer Affairs Committee
Representative Debbie Buckner, Natural Resources & Environment Committee

Georgia Water Coalition supports the creation of new opportunities for public enjoyment of state waters as addressed 
in the 2017 biennial report:
“All Georgians and visitors to the state should have opportunities to enjoy recreation on Georgia’s waters. One way to 
improve the public’s access to and enjoyment of state waters is to establish and fund a statewide water trail system. Wa-
ter trails provide extremely cost-effective recreation opportunities and are dynamic creators of tourism and economic 
development in rural areas. Users of trails often become dedicated advocates for rivers.”

2017 Legislative Session Summary

Sign up for Protect Georgia’s environmental action alert e-mails, which lets you customize the 
handful of e-mails you’ll get from Protect Georgia each year to the news you most want in order to 
stay informed. www.protectgeorgia.org

Protect Georgia- Sign Up For Advocacy Alerts!



Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero        $500 River Guardian       
 $250 River Supporter   $100 River Friend 
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)    $35 Individual River Enthusiast

Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______   

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.  
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other 
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.

Mail To:  Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605

GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible. 
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Join Georgia River NetworkCalendar of Events
126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

June 17-23, 2017 
Paddle Georgia 2017

Sept 14-15, 2017 
GRN Member Trip to the Hike Inn

October 7-9, 2017 
Fall Float on the Flint

Dec 1-3, 2017
St. Mary’s River Hidden Gem Paddle 
& Campout

 


