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CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

Fall Float Shows Off Flint’s Blue Holes, Beauty &
Troubled Waters 2014 (Excerpt from Joe Cook’s Paddle Georgia Blog Post)

O

ne of my favorite stories from my river
travels was told to me by Joanne Steele,
a resident of the Nacoochee Valley along
the Chattahoochee River in North Georgia. She
and her young son Jesse were sitting on the banks of the river,
taking in the scene–the flowing water and the Appalachian’s
rising peaks in the distance–when her boy observed, “Mom,
mountains look like a woman’s breasts.” Joanne, a lover of
nature and not one to be fazed by the innocent—but very
keen—description, simply replied: “Yes, that’s true and the
river is like mother’s milk flowing out of the mountains.” I
thought of that story during our four days of Fall Float on
the Flint. There are no mountains on the Dougherty Plain
of southwest Georgia, but what the region lacks in peaks, it
makes up for in founts—they lined the river and called to us.
We responded like newborns to our mother’s breast.
Steve Blackburn and his daughter Cate played in Radium
Springs. Radium, Wilson Blue Hole, Riverbend, The Wall,
Culpepper, The Shaft, Bovine, Hog Parlor—each pushing
68-degree water into the Flint—invited us to jump in
and we did. Harold Harbert, Bob Bourne, Ted Pearson,
John Gugino, Steve Blackburn and others that submersed
themselves in the cool water on near 90-degree days swore

that the waters had restorative powers. Similar claims made
Radium Springs, one of Georgia’s Seven Natural Wonders, a
thriving resort during the 1920s. A decidedly modern scene
unfolded at the mouth of Radium Springs during Fall Float
as Kathy Vaughn, Stacey Dounias and Kim Piper posed for
“selfies” in front of a waterproof i-phone, shoulder deep in
the clear blue water. The Radium Springs Casino, a meeting
place for generations of Albany residents, may be long gone
(demolished after being extensively damaged in floods) but
the call of the spring’s clear aqua-marine water is timeless.
And, as we learned from Flint Riverkeeper Gordon Rogers,
that water is, indeed, the milk of Mother Nature that
nourishes and grows southwest Georgia, irrigating some two
million acres of crops and making the region Georgia’s bread
basket. Unfortunately, those demands on the Flint and the
Floridan aquifer have dramatically reduced flows on the Flint
and during times of drought leave Radium Springs dry.
Rogers showed us Flint River flow statistics covering the past
50 years that paint a bleak and frightening picture of a river
literally being sucked dry. Can farms survive if water supplies
in the area continue downward trends? Can we change the
way we use and return water to the Flint to restore its flows?
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect, restore and enjoy our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers
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Fall Float Continued
Our visit to the Jones Center offered hope. There, Director Lindsay Boring talked of
long-leaf pines–the once dominant tree of the region that covered some 90 million
acres from North Carolina to Texas. Today, less than four percent of these majestic
forests remain. The Jones Center, and many others, are leading the way in restoring
this important ecosystem. And as a result, the critters that call the long-leafs home are
also returning–namely the red cockaded woodpecker that relies on the trees for nesting
cavities. In 1997, the Jones Center documented just one of the birds; by 2007, they had
recorded 60 individuals, and they predict that by 2050, the federally endangered bird
may be eligible for delisting–a success story not unlike the bald eagle and American
alligator–both of which paddlers spotted on our four-day journey. Saving a river is not
much different from saving endangered species. We have the capacity; we just need the
commitment.
Still, the star of Fall Float on the Flint was the river itself. In 10 years of Paddle Georgia
events, covering 1,000-plus miles of Georgia rivers and 70 days on the water, I have
never had the opportunity to paddle through and photograph more beautiful light and
scenery. Some of that was a function of the time of year: we found ourselves arriving at
the river closer to sunrise when light is most spectacular; and partly it was a function of
camping on the river as we did for two nights at Rocky Bend Flint River Retreat.
That said, in any light, the Flint is a spectacularly scenic path. At one bend, sycamore
roots break through ancient limestone, inexplicably holding fast to rock shelves
overhanging the water. At another turn, a carpet of lush green southern maidenhair
ferns blankets a bluff. The next bend holds ancient cypress trees, their knees lining the
banks like a brood of children crowding about their mother’s feet.
As scenery goes, the Flint is hard to beat. Put 175 people on it for four days, and you’ve
got a recipe for one great time…and so it was. We expect to return to the Flint again
next year for another Fall Float on the Flint. Oct. 9-12. Mark your calendars and plan
on floating.
–Joe Cook, Paddle Georgia Coordinator
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River Hero: Eric Graves

A

T hiker, BBQ master chef and river hero -- Eric Graves, Executive Director of the Hike Inn, is all
three. Smoked Fried Chicken (just typing that makes my mouth water) is one of Eric’s original creations on the grill.
Eric and the Hike Inn have generously provided the lunches for the last three Hidden Gems events. He personally smoked
the turkey and his daughter made the turkey salad for the Oconee River trip. Absolutely delicious! The handmade sandwiches and
Hike Inn cookies have provided much satisfaction and sustenance for our paddlers.
Eric is an avid paddler himself - even after having rotator cuff surgery on both shoulders. He is passing along that love of paddling
and the outdoors to his children (daughter Kristen [that is with a K] has been on several Paddle Georgia trips). In addition, Eric
has a vision for the Hike Inn to help stop the nature deficit of our youth by creating an Outside School for youth outreach at the
Hike Inn.
Sharing his Georgia River Network experiences at the Hike Inn through the evening talks is another way that Eric is helping us to
build the network of folks wanting to protect and restore Georgia’s rivers. We have had several new participants who have joined
us on the river because they heard of Georgia River Network from Eric.
Long time sponsor of Paddle Georgia and Weekend for Rivers, Eric and the Hike Inn, have become one of our strongest partners
in the environmental community. Together we are engaging more citizens with the financial support from the Hike Inn which
provides the opportunity for new paddlers to fall in love with Georgia’s rivers. Eric also donates his personal connections to our
causes as well. This year, Eric invited his former college professor, Dr. Drew Lanham, to be the naturalist on the Chattahoochee
Paddle Georgia trip. Dr. Lanham is a Wildlife (non-game) Ecology/Management professor at Clemson University.
Eric has also provided the occasion for Georgia River Network members to join some of the staff for a night (this year two nights)
at the Hike Inn at a significant discount. This trip helps us build stronger relationships with our members and is an opportunity
to discuss our mission in a relaxed and distraction free environment.
We applaud Eric’s dedication to Georgia rivers, and we are appreciative of all his hard work to help us protect them. Thank you!

2014 GRN Challenge - 14 in 2014 Finishers
Georgia River Network has challenged Georgians to get out and protect, restore, learn about, recreate
and volunteer on Georgia’s rivers with friends and family by attending 14 river related events in 2014.
Thus far 23 participants have stepped up to the 14 in 2014 Georgia River Challenge, and we are excited to
announce that Janet Pearson, Patrick Phelps, Marie Short, Cindy Wolfe, Lonny & Rhonda Martin and Chris
Thompson are the first to successfully complete the Challenge. In order to complete the 14 in 14 Challenge
participants must attend 14 events/activities from at least 5 of the following categories: hike, arts, paddle,
cleanup, advocacy, monitoring, fundraiser, water trail, conference, annual meeting, membership. To learn
more, visit http://garivers.org/news/440-grn-challenge.html.

GRN Offers One More Hidden Gems Paddle on
the Satilla River

E

njoy the remaining excursion to rediscover
some of the hidden gems on Georgia’s
waterways. Each
one-day river trip includes
lunch and presentations along
the route, ranging from natural
history and water quality
testing to cultural history
and river cleanups. In 2014,
paddlers have already visited
the Oconee, the Chattahoochee
and the Ogeechee rivers.

Our final trip this year will
be - Satilla River - Giant
Magnolia’s and Burnt Forts
- a Glimpse of the Satilla’s
Unique Past on November

Presentations will include Adopt-A-Stream, Rivers Alive,
flora/fauna by DNR Wildlife Resources Division, fishes by
the North American Native
Fishes Association, Janisse
Ray, award-winning author/
naturalist/environmental
activist and Kellie Parr,
musician, history by
Shirley Thompson, partner
presentations by Georgia River
Network, Satilla Riverkeeper,
& Off Grid Expeditions.

Photo by Russell Oliver. Oconee Hidden Gems Trip

15. We will paddle along moss-draped banks and lounge on
snow white sand bars on this intimate South Georgia beauty.

The outfitter is the Altamaha
Coastal Tours, and lunch will
be provided by the Len Foote
Hike Inn.

The paddle is a six mile paddle on flatwater. Novice paddlers
are welcome to join. Visit www.garivers.org to register.

Get the Chattahoochee River User’s Guide
The Chattahoochee River User’s Guide—the latest in a series of
river guides from Georgia River Network and the University of
Georgia Press, traces the 430-mile course of the Hooch from its
headwaters at a spring on Coon Den Ridge near Jacks Knob in
northeastern Georgia to its confluence with the Flint River, where
they form the Apalachicola River. The Georgia River network guides
provide many little-known facts about Georgia’s rivers, bring to life
these rivers’ cultural and natural history, and present river issues
in an immersive and engaging manner that will inspire users to help
protect their local waterways.
You can buy this guidebook ($26 including shipping) as well as
the User’s Guide to the Etowah River ($23 including shipping) by
calling us at 706-549-4508.
The Broad River User’s Guide will be released next.

Make a Year End Gift
As you begin to think about your year-end philanthropy, know that
Georgia River Network considers YOU a river hero. With your
generous financial support, you have earned the thanks of our entire
state. Because of you, clean water is a reality for many Georgians.
Because of you, our beautiful rivers are protected every day. Because
of you, there is a watchful eye on our state legislature and state
agencies encouraging them to do the right thing. Because of you,
GRN is mentoring the river stewards of tomorrow. Because of you,
our wonderful watershed groups have support to carry on their
important work of monitoring our river. All of this happens because of
your financial support! Please consider making a year-end gift before
December 31 to Georgia River Network. You can easily and quickly
make a donation at our website – www.garivers.org. Just click the big
red DONATE button in the top right hand corner.

Ingle Receives
Environmental
Hero Award

A

pril Ingle received
the Greenlaw’s 2014
Environmental Hero Award.
‘With April’s departure from GRN,
GreenLaw felt it was the perfect time to
recognize April’s amazing body of work
heading up the Georgia River Network,”
said Greenlaw’s Executive Director
Stephanie Stuckey Benfield. “April’s
determination and dedication have been
remarkable.” GreenLaw hosted the
award celebration on October 7, 2014 in
Atlanta.

April Ingle receives award from Stephanie Benfield of Greenlaw

Weekend for Rivers: Save
the Date!

W

e love Georgia’s community of river lovers,
recreationists and advocates! And to make sure this
community has a chance to celebrate all our glorious rivers together,
we’re planning Weekend for Rivers for September 19-20 at the Chattahoochee
Nature Center in Roswell, Georgia! Mark your calendars, and hope to see you
there!

Captiol Conservation Day
Join us for Capitol Conservation Day on February 18,
2015. Save the Date!

Georgia’s Dirty Dozen for 2014

O

n October 22, Georgia’s leading water
coalition named its “Dirty Dozen” for
2014, highlighting 12 of the worst offenses
to Georgia’s waters. The Georgia Water Coalition’s
annual Dirty Dozen shines a spotlight on threats to Georgia’s
water resources as well as the polluters and state policies or
failures that ultimately harm—or could harm—Georgia
property owners, downstream communities, fish and wildlife,
hunters and anglers, and boaters and swimmers.
The Dirty Dozen
is not a list of the
most polluted
water bodies in
Georgia, nor are
they ranked in
any particular
order. The list
of problems
exemplify
the results of
inadequate
funding for
Georgia’s
Environmental
Protection
Division (EPD),
a lack of political
will to enforce
existing environmental protections, and ultimately misguided
water planning and spending priorities that flow from the
very top of Georgia’s leadership.
All of Georgia’s waters are effected by policy established by
state leaders at the State Capitol and in state agencies. Lately,
that policy has been as foul as some of the water flowing
off Atlanta’s streets, parking lots and dumpster pads after
summer thunderstorms.
For example, hundreds of millions in state funds have
been funneled into the Governor’s Water Supply Program
(GWSP) for dams, reservoirs and other projects of
questionable need while state funding for water efficiency
has languished. While a total of $213 million in tax dollars
has flowed from the GWSP since 2012, funding for water
efficiency and conservation has been anemic. From 2010
through early 2013, the state spent $10.7 million to fund
water efficiency projects, and thus far in 2014, $7.8 million
has been awarded to communities for projects ranging from
replacing leaking water lines to installing more accurate water
meters.
Where else could state funds be used effectively? On the

Chattahoochee River, a tip from an east Atlanta resident
who observed a black, oil-like substance flowing from an
industrial facility near the Chattahoochee River, revealed
American Sealcoat Manufacturing, LLC, was discharging
oily asphalt material into a stream just 300 yards from the
river. The company is just one particularly egregious example
of hundreds of industrial facilities across the state that
operate without safeguards to keep pollution out of nearby
neighborhoods and our state’s waters. Georgia law requires
these safeguards, but EPD has only two staff members
dedicated to
keeping tabs
on thousands
of facilities
statewide.
The Sabal
Trail pipeline
is an example
of a potential
threat to
surface and
ground water
supplies. The
Sabal Trail
pipeline’s
path across
southwest
Georgia
would require boring underground pipelines beneath the
Withlacoochee, Flint and Chattahoochee rivers as well as
numerous smaller streams, and will course underground
above the Floridan aquifer. While the Sabal Trail pipeline’s
parent companies would have residents believe their 3-footdiameter pipe is a benign neighbor, the history of gas pipeline
accidents and environmental ills in Georgia and elsewhere
paints a different picture.
The Georgia Water Coalition (GWC) publishes this annual
list as a call to action for our state’s leaders and its citizens to
come together to correct pollution problems, eliminate the
wasteful use of our tax dollars and restore our streams, rivers,
lakes and coastal wetlands.
The full Dirty Dozen report details the history of each site
or example, and provides solutions to correct these ongoing
problems and eliminate the listed threats. The full report—
including updates from previous Dirty Dozen reports—is
available online at http://www.garivers.org/gawater/
dirtydozen2014.html

Group Spotlight: Partnership with NANFA

W

hat is NANFA? NANFA was formed by fish
enthusiasts who saw the need for an organization
dedicated to raising awareness of, and disseminating
information about the native fishes of North America. Now
a tax-exempt, non-profit corporation with a dual conservation
and education focus, NANFA attracts aquarists and naturalists
from all walks of life, from all across North America, and
countries overseas. Whether they’re students or recreational
fishkeepers who are curious about aquatic life, or biologists or
fishery professionals who study native fish for a living, NANFA
members have one thing in common - they all think that
North America’s native fishes are among the most fascinating
and beautiful fishes on earth, and a natural resource worth
protecting for future generations.
How Does NANFA Support Their Objectives?
Their quarterly publication, American Currents, contains
articles on topics such as personal accounts of fish collecting,
rearing and conservation, aquarium techniques, featured fish
articles, aquatic ecology, natural history, research and much
more.
Conservation of native fishes and their habitats is supported
by NANFA’s Conservation Research Grant and the Corcoran
Education Grant. Each grant contributed $1000 annually for
native fish research and education activities.
Recently, NANFA has joined with the Georgia River Network
to support the Hidden Gems Paddling Series as we both get
out on the river to discover what is above and below the surface
and learn how together we can protect our river resources.
Find out even more about NANFA at www.nanfa.org
Below: Participants enjoyed Terrapin Percentage Night at the Terrapin
Brewery in Athens in September.

Etheostoma inscriptum the Turquoie Darter, found mostly in the upper
parts of the Oconee and Ocmulgee drainages here in Georgia

1% For the Planet Partner
Georgia River Network is a 1% for the Planet nonprofit partner. Over 1200 companies are giving 1%
of their profits to organizations in the network that
are committed to creating a healthy planet. Learn
more at www.onepercentfortheplanet.org.

GRN Wish List
GRN is looking for the following new or gently
used item for our office: a picnic table or concrete
outdoor patio set, vacuum cleaner, and flat screen
monitors. Email info@garivers.org or call 706-5494508 if you would like to donate these items.

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
November 15, 2014
Satilla River Hidden Gems Trip
February 18, 2015
Conservation Day at the Capitol
May 1-4, 2015
National River Rally
New Mexico

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

June 20-26, 2015
Paddle Georgia 2014
Ogeechee River

Address: _______________________________________________________

September 19-20, 2015
Weekend For Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center in
Roswell

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________

October 9-12, 2015
Fall Float

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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