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CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

Brews, Boats & BBQ Event A Success!

G

eorgia River Network held our second
Brews, Boats & BBQ Event at SweetWater
Brewery in February. This fundraiser was a
pre-season gathering of paddlers from all over Georgia.
Representatives from several paddling groups across Georgia
were there. We honored our 14 in 2014 finishers, which are
individuals who took on GRN’s challenge to participate in
14 water-related events in 2014. Ticket included: Live DJ,
Complimentary SweetWater Brewery Tours and Tastings, a
SweetWater Pint Glass, Great Food, Door Prizes AND... 1
complimentary raffle ticket entry to win a sit-on-top, Jackson,
Riviera kayak from our awesome event sponsor Outdside
World Outfitters.
Outside World Outfitters donated two kayaks that were
raffled off and had a display area set up where attendees
could view boats and ask questions about all things related to
paddling! Their sponsorship and support of GRN is greatly
appreciated. Those interested in stand up paddle boarding
(SUP) visited with Surfrider Foundation - Georgia Chapter
at their booth.
Thanks to everyone who came out.
Photos: Top: Jim Fountain and Taylor Morris; Bottom: Joey
Giunta and Alicia Evans
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect, restore and enjoy our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers
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Paddle Georgia Thru Paddler
Spaces Available

P

addle Georgia will be held June 20-26 on the Ogeechee River from
Statesboro to Richmond Hill on the Georgia coast. We still have
space to accept more thru paddlers. Sign Up Today!

Paddle Georgia 2015 will introduce paddlers to the blackwater Ogeechee River as it courses
through Screven, Bulloch, Effingham, Chatham and Bryan counties. Wild and winding,
the Ogeechee is surrounded by acres and acres of floodplain and bottomland swamp. Daily
paddle trips will average about 14 miles, and each night participants will camp at nearby
facilities such as schools and parks. In addition to spending each day on the river, paddlers
will have the opportunity to explore everything from downtown Statesboro, where a street
party with dancing and Canoe Tug-O-Wars is planned, to the historic Ogeechee-Savannah
River Canal. Visit http://www.garivers.org/paddle_georgia/pgregister.html for details.
“It may be the wildest river Paddle Georgia has ventured on,” says Joe Cook, “Its blackwater,
stately, moss draped cypress trees and swampy sloughs make you feel like you are paddling
back in time to the dawn of creation.”
Registration fees for Paddle Georgia 2015
$425 Adults
$230 Children (8-17)
$30 Children (7 & under)
Sponsors of the event include: Cary S. Baxter, CPA; Patagonia; China Clay Producers
Association; CYA Agency, Inc.; Georgia Power; Hennessy Land Rover; Maxxis;
Oglethorpe Power; R. Terry Pate, CPA; RS Industrial, Inc.; Simmons Bedding Company;
Sole Source Electrical Contractors; StreamTechs; Troncolli Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram
Subaru; The Outside World; Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center; American Canoe
Association; Café Campesino; Ogeechee Riverkeeper; Georgia Canoe Association; Georgia
Adopt-A-Stream; Project Wet

2015 Legislative Wrap Up

G

RN’s work directly benefits the Georgia
Water Coalition. And because of this fact,
2015 was a positive year for clean water
in Georgia. The 2015 General Assembly’s regular session
officially came to a close on April 2. This year’s session was
the first of a two-year cycle, so any bill that survived passage in
its chamber of origin on Crossover Day in 2015 will still be in
play during the 2016 session.
Amended and Passed: Senate Bill 101 was introduced to
restore coastal marsh buffer protections that were lost on
Earth Day 2014 after an Environmental Protection Division
policy change. SB 101 will establish a 25-foot buffer in the
Erosion and Sedimentation Act to protect coastal marshlands
from sediment pollution. GWC representatives actively
participated in a negotiation over SB 101’s language at every
stage in the legislative process to improve the bill. The
GWC’s perseverance resulted in the elimination of a buffer
exemption for all projects that receive an Army Corps of
Engineers permit under section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
As amended, SB 101 will require a buffer variance for these
specific types of projects rather than an automatic exemption.
SB 101 only awaits Governor Deal’s signature to become the
law of the land.
Defeated: Senate Bill 139, a bill labeled as the “plastic bags
everywhere bill,” would have prevented local communities
from adopting ordinances banning single-use plastic bags and
other one-time use plastic items in restaurants. We opposed
this bill because plastic bags and waste end up in our state
waters from the mountains to the coast. Plastic bags can
take up to 1,000 years to break down. Since they do not
decompose completely—they just break into smaller and
smaller pieces—plastic bags become a hazard to aquatic and
marine life. Furthermore, “home rule” is a long-established
policy in Georgia whereby local governments can decide how
to best govern themselves. This bill would have stopped local
communities—like Tybee Island and Athens—from passing
local ordinances or other regulations to better manage local
waste streams. Thanks to the GWC’s hard work, SB 139 was
defeated.
Holding Pattern: Senate Bill 36 originally reestablished a
moratorium on aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) in 11
coastal counties. However, the Deal Administration, acting

through the Environmental Protection Division, rejected that
proposal and the existing bill is a good compromise with the
intent to protect groundwater. The substitute bill finds that
landowners overlying the Floridan aquifer have “significant
property interests in the preservation and protection of
high quality water provided by these public resources,” and
further states the Board of Natural Resources shall initiate
a rulemaking to protect and preserve the Floridan aquifer.
However, the bill has stalled in the Natural Resources and the
Environment committee. Rather than pass SB 36 and protect
clean water, the committee will convene a Study Commission
on Saltwater Intrusion into Coastal Aquifers (House
Resolution 601). SB 36 and HR 601 are mutually exclusive:
both legislative measures could pass and proceed without
effecting the other. In reality, EPD has already studied salt
water intrusion and the Senate convened an aquifer storage
study committee in 2014. SB 36 has been deliberately
derailed and will be revisited during the 2016 session.
Roll Back: House Bill 397 will restructure the Georgia Soil
and Water Conservation Commission (GSWCC). We
opposed this roll back for many reasons. First, HB 397 will
pull the commission into the Governor’s orbit by radically
changing the composition of the commission’s primary
governing board. The bill allows the Governor to select Board
Members with no affiliation to Georgia’s 40 Conservation
Districts. The Board Members could be anyone from
anywhere in the state with no institutional knowledge or trust
of local communities. Second, this bill shifts authority over
the Manual for Erosion & Sediment (the “Green Book”) to
a now-defunct council made up of Georgia Department of
Transportation officials with potential conflicts of interest
who are appointed by the Governor and Lieutenant Governor,
while failing to actually resolve the confusion over which
edition of the Green Book design professionals and road
builders should use to keep dirt out of our waterways. HB
397 was a text-book case of a roll back—a process where a
standing law or regulation is weakened or will result in fewer
environmental protections. Governor Deal signed HB 397 on
April 8.
For more information on these legislative and policy issues,
follow the Georgia Water Wire: http://gawaterwire.
wordpress.com/

Sign Up for Protect Georgia Action Alerts
Members can stay up to date on issues affecting clean water, the health of our rivers and Georgia’s vital
natural resources by signing-up for Protect Georgia action alerts. It is free and allows you to easily contact
your senator, representative or other decision maker via e-mail when an important decision is pending or a
vote is scheduled. Sign up here: http://www.protectgeorgia.org/georgia-river-network---sign-up-form.html

Donate to Paddle Georgia Youth and Teacher
Scholarships

P

addle Georgia is more than just a fun
paddle (of course there is nothing wrong
with that!). Paddle
Georgia is also a vehicle to
build the river stewards of
tomorrow and to train teachers
in water education.
Through scholarships,
the Paddle Georgia Youth
Program brings a group of
10-12 underserved youth
with their chaperones on the
journey. Most of these kids
have never been on a river or
camped in a tent before. The
Youth Program introduces
them to the importance of
river protection but more
importantly to the joys of
paddling a river. The experience is transformative!

The Paddle Georgia Educators Scholarship Program
brings teachers in grades K-12 on the trip and provides
environmental education
training which includes
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream and
Project WET curriculum.
The goal is for these educators
to take their experiences on
the river and the curriculum
they learned back to their
classrooms. This program is
impactful way beyond the river
we paddle.
Georgia River Network
asks you to make a donation
today earmarked for these
scholarship programs. It is
quick and easy to do. Just
visit https://donatenow.
networkforgood.org/scholarship. One donation, tremendous
impact!

Fall Float Registration Opens July 1
Join Georgia River Network Columbus Day weekend
2015 for a voyage on the Flint River that would fill
Christopher Columbus with envy. Oct. 9-12, we’ll
travel 70 miles on the Flint from Albany to Bainbridge
taking in the best of the Flint--beautiful blue hole
springs, lively rapids, rich history, abundant wildlife
and more! Fashioned after our annual week-long
Paddle Georgia events, we’ll tent camp at Chehaw
Park and on the river two nights at Rocky Bend Flint
River Retreat. Like our annual summer adventure,
we’ll enjoy catered meals, educational programs and
great camaraderie as we make our way down one of
Georgia’s most beautiful rivers during a beautiful time
of year. Tent camping only with limited options for
indoor camping. Registration opens July 1! Visit www.
garivers.org/paddle_georgia/fallfloat.html for more
information.

2015 Hidden Gems
Save the date for excursions to rediscover some of the hidden gems
on Georgia’s waterways. Each one-day river trip includes lunch and
presentations along the route, ranging from natural history and water
quality testing to cultural history and river cleanups.
May 17: Middle Oconee River – Bubbling Shoals, Rocky Outcrops &
Historic Mills - Register now at www.garivers.org.
Aug 22: South River – From Urban Wasteland to Wet & Wild Oasis
Go with the flow and explore this nearly forgotten beauty.
Nov 14: Ochlockonee River – Tea-Stained Waters, Cypress Knees &
Rich Wildlife Diversity - Discover this majestic river in the Red Hills of
Southwest Georgia.

New Book by Policy Director, Chris Manganiello
GRN announces the publication of policy director Dr. Chris Manganiello’s new book
entitled Southern Water, Southern Power: How the Politics of Cheap Energy and Water
Scarcity Shaped a Region (UNC Press)
Why has the American South--a place with abundant rainfall--become embroiled in
intrastate wars over water? Why did unpredictable flooding come to characterize southern
waterways, and how did a region that seemed so rich in this all-important resource become
derailed by drought and the regional squabbling that has tormented the arid American
West? To answer these questions, policy expert and historian Christopher J. Manganiello
moves beyond the well-known accounts of flooding in the Mississippi Valley and irrigation
in the West to reveal the contested history of southern water.
For more information, to read an excerpt or purchase a copy, please visit UNC Press’ book
page at http://uncpress.unc.edu/books/11952.html.

Search for Executive Director Underway
Georgia River Network is now conducting a search to find a new executive director.
During this search, long - time GRN employee, Dana Skelton, is serving as Interim
Executive Director. It is our priority will be to find the best candidate, and to
ensure stability and continuity throughout the organization. The job posting for
the Executive Director position can be found at http://www.garivers.org/files/Jobs/
ExecDirJobDescription2015.pdf.

Weekend for Rivers 2015

W

eekend for Rivers is coming up
on September 19-20, 2015 at the
Chattahoochee Nature Center in Roswell,
GA. Now is the time to submit a presentation proposal to
share with us at Weekend for Rivers! Join us for a weekend
of inspiration, education and connections with folks who love
Georgia’s rivers as much as you!
This year’s Weekend for Rivers theme is “River Revelations.”
We are looking forward to hearing tales about what rivers
have shown our friends and colleagues-- about how local
government work, about the natural world, about our
families, our communities and ourselves.
Join us September 19-20 to celebrate Georgia’s rivers as we
share stories, policy and technical information, sage advice
about nonprofit management, and more! The day will include
river-lovers of all kinds painting a broad picture of the state
of Georgia’s rivers and the good folks who protect, enjoy and
honor them.
Registration for Weekend for Rivers will open July 1st. If you
register byAugust 3rd, you will receive a discount! So, mark
your calendars, and check back at www.garivers.org.

Hike Inn Trip for GRN Members
Georgia River Network (GRN) has TWO opportunities this year to bring
a group to the Hike Inn on Wed. July 8th AND Tues. Sept. 9th. The Inn
has room for up to 40 people - first come, first served. Cost and How
to Sign Up: The Hike Inn is generously offering a special rate for our
group! $42.50/person for double occupancy, $58.50/person for single
occupancy (Normally $170/$117!) + tax. To reserve your spot contact
the Hike Inn at 800-581-8032, 10:00am - 5:00pm Monday-Friday.
Provide code GRN 715 for July 8 and code GRN for Sept 9 reservations.
About the Hike Inn: http://hike-inn.com.

Group Spotlight: Coalition Forms to Fight $1 Billion Georgia Pipeline Project

A

coalition of Georgia’s watershed groups,
including Savannah Riverkeeper, Altamaha
Riverkeeper, Ogeechee Riverkeeper, Satilla
Riverkeeper, St. Johns Riverkeeper, One Hundred
Miles, and Environment Georgia, has formed to fight
the Palmetto Pipeline, the proposed 360 mile long petroleum
pipeline that would flow 167,000 barrels of gas, ethanol and
diesel per day across 210 miles of Georgia. Its path would
endanger sensitive environmental areas including freshwater
wetlands, tidal marshes and all of our coastal rivers and
tributaries, including running along the Savannah River and
crossing the Ogeechee, Altamaha, Satilla and St. Mary’s River.

On February13th, 2015, Kinder Morgan, the largest energy
infrastructure company in North America, submitted an
application with the Georgia Department of Transportation
to build a $1 billion pipeline, known as “The Palmetto
Project.” The proposed petroleum pipeline would run from
Belton, South Carolina to Jacksonville, Florida. The project
would move 167,000 barrels (nearly 7 million gallons)
of diesel, gasoline and ethanol per day. It would require
the construction of additional facilities like storage tanks,
pump stations and delivery terminals. In addition, Kinder
Morgan has refused to comment whether the oil transported
by the Palmetto Pipeline will be for export or domestic
consumption—or whether the final project will benefit
Georgians—financially or otherwise.
The project, the construction of which is slated to start in
2016, will utilize the existing Plantation Pipeline to transport
from Baton Rouge, LA, Collins and Pascagoula, MS to Belton,
SC. The pipeline would cross the watersheds of 5 major rivers,
which are the lifeblood of our critical estuarine ecosystems.
A fuel spill would cause spectacular environmental damage
and ruin a coastal economy that depends on clean beaches, a
multi-billion dollar fishery, and heavy industrial uses of surface
water. A single day of a broken pipe carrying the proposed
167,000 barrels per day of fuel would be equivalent to 700 fuel
transport trucks dumping their loads into the river in a single
day. The pipeline’s path through the Savannah River basin
would endanger not only today’s natural resources, but also
historical and archaeological artifacts like the Revolutionary
War battle site at Brier Creek in Screven County, where an
estimated 150 Americans died and are buried.
Kinder Morgan’s safety record is one of the worst in the
nation – it is responsible for more than one-half of all pipeline
accidents in the U.S. since 2003 resulting in tens of millions
of dollars in property damage, fines and deaths. They have

requested an Application for Certificate of Public Convenience
& Necessity for the pipeline, which if approved, would allow
Kinder Morgan to use private property under eminent domain.
The new coalition has formed to drum up public
involvement to speak up about concerns surrounding this
new pipeline. They are working with concerned citizens,
landowners, organizations and other groups who oppose
the Palmetto Project or would like to push for a safer route.
For more information visit their website at http://www.
pushbackthepipeline.com.
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Calendar of Events
May 17, 2015
Oconee River Hidden Gems Paddle
June 20-26, 2015
Paddle Georgia 2015
Ogeechee River
August 22, 2015
South River Hidden Gems Paddle
September 19-20, 2015
Weekend For Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center in
Roswell
October 9-12, 2015
Fall Float on the Flint
November 14, 2015
Ochlockonee Hidden Gems Paddle

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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