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Weekend for Rivers Registration Now Open!

W

eekend for Rivers 2014 registration is
OPEN! Check out the exciting lineup, and
register today at www.garivers.org.

Join us April 5-6 at the Chattahoochee Nature Center in
Roswell, GA for a weekend of inspiration, education and
connections with folks who love Georgia’s rivers as much as
you! Weekend for Rivers is GRN’s annual conference and
River Celebration event that gives us all a chance to celebrate
Georgia’s unique, beautiful rivers through storytelling,
partying and paddling.
The theme of this year’s Weekend for Rivers is “The History
of Georgia’s Rivers.” Saturday, April 5th’s program will
include river-lovers of all kinds painting a broad picture of the
state of Georgia’s rivers and the people who protect, enjoy and
honor them.

Nature Center (indoor and outdoor camping will be available,
or you can just get a hotel room).
We’ll wake up on April 6th and paddle a beautiful stretch
of the Chattahoochee River--Bull Sluice Lake. Naturalists,
historians and ecologists will be stationed around the lake to
tell us more about the cultural and natural history of the area.
Visit www.garivers.org to see the full agenda of presentations
and programs and to register (don’t forget to register before
February 28th to take advantage of the early registration
discount). We can’t wait to spend the Weekend with you!
Sponsors: Chattahoochee Nature Center, Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper, American Rivers, GreenLaw, Southern
Enviromental Law Center, Stormwater Systems, Flint
Riverkeeper, Upper Oconee Watershed Network, The Rain
Barrel Depot

Three tracks will explore Georgia’s rivers from different angles.
Highlights will include talks by Atlanta Journal-Constitution
columnist Jay Bookman and retiring Chattahoochee
Riverkeeper Sally Bethea, and films by Rhett Turner and
David and Michael Hanson.
In the evening, we’ll have a ton of fun at our annual River
Celebration Party, and then we’ll camp at the Chattahoochee
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect, restore and enjoy our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers
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2014 Hidden Gems Trips

E

njoy four different occasions to rediscover some of the hidden
gems on Georgia’s waterways. Each river trip will include lunch and
presentations along the route, ranging from natural history and water quality
testing to cultural history and river cleanups.

Ogeechee River - Secrets of South Georgia’s Tea-Colored Waters & White Barking
Sands - May 10 - Enjoy a day on a South Georgia blackwater beauty and experience
the hidden majesty of Georgia’s coastal plain. (Partnering organizations: Georgia River
Network, Ogeechee Riverkeeper & Georgia Interfaith Power and Light)

Oconee River - Bobbin through Remnants of the Oconee’s Historic Timeworn
Textile Mills -Aug. 23 - Spend a day paddling through the state’s hilly Piedmont as the
Oconee winds through Athens. (Partnering organizations: Georgia River Network,
Upper Oconee Watershed Network, State Botanical Gardens of Georgia, University of
Georgia, & Athens-Clarke County Oconee River Greenway Commission)
Chattahoochee River - From Derelict Dams to Recreational Whitewater Adventure on a Revitalized River in Columbus - Sept. 13 - Explore Columbus’
restored Chattahoochee via raft and experience the world’s longest urban whitewater
run. (Partnering organizations: Georgia River Network, Chattachoochee Riverkeeper,
Chatthoochee Riverwarden, & Uptown Columbus)

Satilla River - Giant Magnolia’s and Burnt Forts - a Glimpse of the Satilla’s Unique
Past - Nov. 15 - Paddle along moss-draped banks and lounge on snow white sand
bars on this intimate South Georgia beauty. (Partnering organizations: Georgia River
Network, Satilla Riverkeeper, & Off Grid Expeditions)
Learn more at www.garivers.org!
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Paddlers on the Oconee River during Paddle Georgia 2011

Paddle Georgia - Back to the Chattahoochee

J

oin us as we celebrate the 10th anniversary
of Paddle Georgia by returning to the
Chattahoochee River where this grand adventure
first began. Our rainbow-colored flotilla of canoes, kayaks and
paddlers will journey 115 miles from Buford Dam to Franklin.
This year’s journey through the heart of metro Atlanta will
show off the river’s unsurpassed beauty and its rugged working
side. From the Chattahoochee River National Recreation Area
in Atlanta’s northern suburbs to the bucolic landscapes of south
Fulton, Coweta, Carroll and Heard counties, you’ll witness
a landscape flush with beauty and history—soaring granite
bluffs, ancient Native American fish weirs, lively rapids, noted
crossings of Civil War armies and surprising waterfalls. You’ll
also see how a river is used to quench our thirsts, power our
homes, carry away our waste and fuel our economy.
Off river, you’ll have the opportunity to learn more about the
river and the region through water monitoring opportunities,
tours of area attractions and nightly activities at campsites that
include entertainment, games and programs highlighting the
river’s cultural and natural heritage. An educational adventure
for the whole family, Paddle Georgia will show you Georgia as
you’ve never seen it before.
Apply for the Paddle Georgia lottery at http://www.garivers.
org/paddle_georgia/pgregister.html from February 10-27.
Sponsors and Partners to date:
Paddle Georgia 2014 Sponsors: Georgia Power; Columbia;
Captain Planet Foundation; Len Foote Hike Inn; Cary
Baxter, CPA; China Clay Producers Association; Chris
Shiver, PE LLC; Hennessey Land Rover; The Outside World;
StreamTechs; Sweetwater Pools; New Belgium Brewing Co.;
AGL Resources; The RainBarrel Depot
Paddle Georgia 2014 Partners: Georgia Canoe Association,
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, Georgia Adopt-A-Stream, Project
Wet, National Park Service, Cobb County Water System

Photos by Joe Cook

2014 GRN Challenge - 14 in 2014
Georgia River Network is challenging Georgians to get out and protect, restore, learn about, recreate and
volunteer on Georgia’s rivers by attending 14 river related events in 2014. Watershed groups throughout
the state offer a variety of experiences such as family friendly paddling trips, river hikes, watershed
workshops, conferences, river clean ups, water quality monitoring opportunities, and advocacy events,
all of which qualify to fulfill the Challenge. The goal is to promote Georgia’s growing movement in river
restoration, protection, and engagement. Set your New Year’s resolution to get outside, get active and
get involved in river and watershed protection, restoration and engagement opportunities with friends and
family. To learn more, visit http://garivers.org/news/440-grn-challenge.html

Water Coalition Names Dirty Dozen

I

n November, the Georgia Water Coalition
named its “Dirty Dozen” for 2013, highlighting
12 of the worst offenses to Georgia’s waters.
The annual Dirty Dozen report shines a spotlight
on state policies and failures that ultimately harm Georgia
property owners, downstream communities, fish and wildlife,
hunters and anglers, and boaters
and swimmers. The Dirty Dozen
report details the history of each
site and provides solutions to
correct these ongoing problems
and eliminate the listed threats.

Creek: Polluted Runoff in Chicken Capital Sends Bacteria
to Stream Feeding Lake Lanier; Ocmulgee River: Coal
Ash Threatens Waterways and Communities In the Home
of Fried Green Tomatoes; Satilla River: Toxic Legacy in
Waycross Needs Further Investigations, Cleanups; Savannah
River: Massive Water Withdrawals for Nuclear, Coal-Fired
Power Plants Threaten River’s
Health, Drinking Water; Lake
Alice: Dam Breach Disaster in
Cumming Highlights Need for
Better Dam Safety; Georgia
Coast: Proposed Changes to
Coastline Laws Roll Back LongStanding Protections; Hurricane
The 2013 Dirty Dozen
Creek: Illegal Playground
includes Floridan Aquifer:
for Off-Road Vehicles Sends
Water Injection Schemes
Mountains of Sediment to
Gamble with South Georgia’s
Trout Stream; and Oconee and
Pristine Underground “Lake”;
Dirty Dozen: Satilla Superfund Site
Ogeechee Rivers: Dirty CoalChattahoochee and Etowah
Fired Power Plant to Spew Mercury and Deplete South
Rivers: Governor’s Water Supply Program Wastes Tax
Georgia Rivers.
Dollars & Incites More Water Conflicts with Neighbors;
Flint River: Pumps, Dams, Diversions & State Water Policy
The full report is online at: www.garivers.org/gawater/
Create Man-Made Drought; Altamaha River: Pulp Mill
dirtydozen.htm.
in Jesup Continues to Foul Georgia’s Largest River; Flat

Get a Copy of the Etowah River User’s Guide
The first in a series of Georgia River Network Guidebooks, the
“Etowah River User’s Guide,” authored by Joe Cook and published
in cooperation with Coosa River Basin Initiative, is an appealing and
handy look at the biologically diverse and beautiful Etowah River
in North Georgia. Printed on waterproof paper by the University of
Georgia Press, the book offers a fascinating history of the area and
information valuable for novice or experienced paddlers as well
as fishermen. Designed to educate river users, enhance their onriver experiences, and allow them to safely explore the river, each
guide includes an introduction and overview of the river, chapters
describing each river section with detailed maps and notes on
river access and points of interest; a compact natural history
guide featuring species of interest found along Georgia’s rivers,
notes on safety and boating etiquette, a fishing primer, and notes
on organizations working to protect the river. You can buy the
guidebook by calling us at 706-549-4508.
The Chattahoochee River and Broad River User’s Guides will be
released next.

Paddle Georgia Fall Float
Join Georgia River Network Columbus Day weekend 2014 for a voyage
on the Flint River that would fill Christopher Columbus with envy.
Oct. 10-13, we’ll travel 70 miles on the Flint from Albany to Bainbridge
taking in the best of the Flint--beautiful blue hole springs, lively rapids,
rich history, abundant wildlife and more! Fashioned after our annual
week-long Paddle Georgia events, we’ll tent camp at Chehaw Park and on
the river two nights at Rocky Bend Flint River Retreat. Like our annual
summer adventure, we’ll enjoy catered meals, educational programs
and great camaraderie as we make our way down one of Georgia’s most
beautiful rivers during a beautiful time of year. Tent camping only with
limited options for indoor camping. Registration for this event will begin
in late March. Visit www.garivers.org/paddle_georgia/fallfloat.html for
more information.

GRN Annual
Report Online

T

he Georgia River Network
2013 Annual Report is now
online at www.garivers.org/
about-us/annual-reports.html. Check
out the impact that GRN made in 2013
including: 350 People on the Flint for
7 Days for Paddle GA. EPD’s efforts to
rollback rules for mega hog operations
in GA were halted. $50,000 raised
in the Canoe-a-Thon. 4 Successful
Hidden Gems river trips with over
400 participants. Important issues
successfully addressed during the 2013
GA Legislature. 150 people at Weekend
for Rivers. $40,000 in re-grants awarded
to river groups. Sold out trip to the Hike
Inn. Our Executive Director Named to
Georgia’s 40 Under 40 by Georgia Trend
magazine. Another Sold Out Wild and
Scenic Film Festival with our partners.
22% increase in our operating budget.

2014 Photo Contest

E

ach month we have a different theme and invite you to send us
a photo that you think best represents the topic of the month. We will
showcase everyone’s photos on our website and social media. One photo
per month will be selected as ‘GRN Staff Pick of the Month’ and the photo’s
author will receive a surprise token of gratitude. We will accept photo entries
up until the third week of each month and showcase all photo submissions the
last week of each month. Learn more at www.garivers.org.

Support GRN Year-Round
Start your year off by making a positive impact
on our rivers and continue it ALL YEAR LONG by
signing up for GRN’s Monthly Giving Program. It is
easy and convenient. Simply go to our website and
click the big red “Donate Now” button in the right
corner. Then choose “Monthly” under the “donation
frequency” section. You can give $14 a month in
2014 and your monthly support will help us create
updates to empower citizens and watershed groups.
For example during the month of February, your
monthly gift will allow us to monitor what is going
on at the capitol and alert you to legislation that will
have an impact on our rivers.

Can West Virginia’s Water Crisis Happen in GA?

I

f you asked folks from Charleston, West
Virginia what the price of clean water is,
they’d probably say priceless. More than
300,000 customers of the West Virginia American
Water Co. were told on January 9, 2014 the only
thing they could do with the water piped to their
homes, restaurants, businesses and hotels was
to flush it. No drinking; no bathing children; no
clothes washing; no hand washing after using
the bathroom - for six to ten days depending on
where people lived.
Can West Virginia’s
water crisis happen
in Georgia? While
Georgians might think
it can’t, unfortunately, it
already has on at least
more than one occasion.
Georgia state legislators
have a choice right now
to avoid future water
crises and they should
champion HB 549.
This bill will require
EPD to maintain a
robust emergency
response program,
require appropriate
Dead fish from Ogeechee River
and timely responses to
emergencies that threaten
the state’s waters, and require proper public notification and
coordination between the state and local communities to
protect the health of our families during emergencies.
In a story that should sound familiar to some Georgians,
West Virginia’s emergency response was bungled. The Water
Company and the chemical company had never coordinated
how they might respond to an emergency. Nobody – not
even the Environmental Protection Agency or the Centers
for Disease Control – could say with certainty what level
of exposure to the chemical an individual could safely
withstand. It took almost six hours before the order not to
drink or touch tap water was issued.
That story might sound eerily familiar to folks from Athens,
Georgia. In July 2010, the J & J Chemical warehouse went
up in flames. Perhaps if the fire crew had been fully aware
of what was contained within the structure, they would not
have poured 700,000 gallons of water on the fire, flushing

blue dye, formaldehyde and para-dichlorobenzene into Trail
Creek, where all aquatic-life was killed. Because local and
state officials could not coordinate fast enough, citizens took
the lead and posted signs to warn their neighbors about the
spill.
No state or industrial officials contacted the City of
Waynesboro after an October 2011 spill in the heart of
kaolin country threatened the municipality’s drinking water
intake.
In late 2013, the City of Thomaston shut their water intakes
down days after a citizen
informed the mayor of
a fish kill in a Potato
Creek tributary. Georgia
EPD has now linked a
spill-kill to Jordan Forest
Products, LLC and levied
a $10,000 fine on January
8, 2014.
And there is the
Ogeechee story: King
America Finishing
maintained an
unpermitted discharge
into the river for five
years, which was a
violation of the Clean
Water Act. Drought and
low flows of May 2011 (and
again in 2012) caught up to the company when more than
38,000 fish died just before Memorial Day weekend. EPD
spent seventeen hours trying to contact the company and
public health officials ‘closed’ the river because they could not
get information.
The history of the Ogeechee, Trail Creek, Potato Creek
and Briar Creek – and of course West Virginia’s Elk River
situation – should remind everybody why clean water and
protecting it matters. If we cannot protect the clean water we
need to drink or bathe, our communities cannot thrive and
our economies are threatened.
Georgia’s law makers and regulators should support HB 549
so what happened in West Virginia does not happen here
(again).
Visit the Georgia Water Wire at gawaterwire.wordpress.com
for the entire version of this story.

Group Spotlight: Ogeechee Riverkeeper Settles
Lawsuit With King America Finishing

Y

ou might have heard by now: Ogeechee
Riverkeeper has had a busy couple of years.
In May of 2011, King America Finishing Co.
(KAF), a textile plant on the Ogeechee River in
Screven County, caused the largest known fish kill
in Georgia history. Downstream of the KAF discharge
pipe, alligators, turtles, birds, and an estimated 38,000 fish were
found dead after toxic substances used to make fire retardant
were illegally dumped in the river by the company. With
funding for its Emergency Response Team gutted, it took
Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD) days to
warn the public, respond to the situation, and to order KAF to
stop dumping.
During the first days, weeks and months after the KAF fish
kill, Ogeechee Riverkeeper (ORK) was busy responding to
hundreds of citizen calls, testing the water in the river, and
putting pressure on the EPD to do something about the issue.
Again, they acted as a voice for the river when KAF was fined
just $1 million as a result of unpermitted dumping activities
that had been going on for five years. This EPD fine was just a
fraction of the $91 million that the industry could have been
required to pay under the Clean Water Act. As a result of this
reduced fine, Ogeechee Riverkeeper filed suit against the EPD.
In November of 2013, ORK and KAF reached a settlement
agreement. Although KAF will continue being permitted to
discharge into the Ogeechee River, in settlement negotiations,
ORK negotiated far better discharge permits than were held
before the fish kill. KAF has also had to make upgrades to its
plant, and beef up their monitoring and water testing activities.
In addition, KAF has been required to pay an undisclosed sum
of money to private landowners whose property downstream
of the plant was damaged by the dumping activities. Under
the agreement KAF is also required to pay $2.5 million to
Ogeechee Riverkeeper, which will help the organization
collect more data and continue monitoring the quality of the
Ogeechee’s waters.
According to Hutton Brown of GreenLaw, one of ORK’s
lawyers, the deal represents “one of the largest settlement
payments in Georgia history by a company for water-based
environmental claims.”

Thanks to Riverkeeper Emily Markesteyn and the ORK board
for all you do to keep the Ogeechee safe and healthy for all of
us!

Top: Ogeechee Riverkeper, Emily Markestyn; Bottom: Paddlers on the
Ogeechee River

1% For the Planet Partner
Georgia River Network is a 1% for the Planet nonprofit partner. Over 1200 companies are giving 1%
of their profits to organizations in the network that
are committed to creating a healthy planet. Learn
more at www.onepercentfortheplanet.org.

GRN Wish List
GRN is looking for the following new or gently used
items for our office: a picnic table or concrete
outdoor patio set; a flat screen computer monitor.
Email info@garivers.org or call 706-549-4508 if you
would like to donate these items.

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
April 5-6,2014: Weekend for Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center
May 10, 2014: Ogeechee River
Hidden Gems Trip
May 30-June 2, 2014: National
River Rally 2014, Pittsburgh, PA
June 21-27, 2014:
Paddle Georgia 10th Anniversary on
the Chattahoochee River
August 23, 2014: Oconee River
Hidden Gems Trip
September 13, 2014: Chattahoochee
River Hidden Gems Trip
October 10-13, 2014: Paddle Georgia
Fall Float on the Flint
November 15, 2014: Satilla River
Hidden Gems Trip

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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