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Paddle Georgia 2016 an Awesome Success!

T

his year’s Paddle Georgia took place
from June 18th to the 24th, and what a
week it was! 430 paddlers from all over
the Southeast came to experience the annual
weeklong event! As Georgia River Network (GRN) board
member, Dee Stone put it, “families, kids, teens, grandparents,
inner-city klids, and country dwellers came. And this year
we even have two babies in camp with us.” The Conasauga,
Coosawattee, Oostanaula, Coosa, and Etowah Rivers offered
the paddlers more than just 103 miles of beautiful scenery.
From snorkeling and seining for critters to swinging from rope
swings and hunting for mussels, everyone experienced the
fun and excitement of North Georgia’s rivers! With the help
of some great writers, the Paddle Georgia blog captured the
amazing weeklong experience, allowing us to relive some of
these incredible days on the river!

want to recognize the top fundraisers: Terry Pate, Jim & Debbie
Fountain, John Branch, Alicia Evans, and Tom Breman! As the
paddlers prepared to move to another campsite, GRN board
member Terry Pate said, “Always fun to move to a new ‘home.’”

The first day on the river began with lots of enthusiasm from
paddlers anxious to get on the river. As Phinizy Center for

Clean up day on the river gave paddlers a nice break, with
it being the shortest mileage of the trip, and more time for
everyone to get their hands dirty! According to GRN board
member, Bonny Putney, everything from “TVs, dumpsters,
toilets, toys, microwaves, rubber tubes, scary dolls, and the
usual bottles and cans” were found in the river and responsibly
thrown away in a dumpster provided by Republic Services.

The second day on the Conasauga River was filled with Camp
Horizon kids squealing with delight in water fights, Adopt
a Stream testing the water quality, paddlers taking a break
to seine cool critters from the river and lazily floating along.
Paddlers also attended a field trip to the Dalton Utilities
Looper’s Bend Land Application facility as GRN board
member Victor Johnson recalls, the facility is “one of the largest
sewage land application systems in the country.” They practice
environmentally friendly fertilizing techniques by spraying
treated sewage on forest and fields at their 9800-acre site. “Yum!
(if you’re a tree or plant, that is).”

Half way through the journey the Camp Horizon kids started
to open up about their experiences on the river to GRN
Board member, Alicia Evans. She explains .. continued on p. 2
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Water Sciences’ Senior Environmental Educator Ruth Mead,
said, “The patience started with the line for the bus, but
everyone was so excited and happy to be there that there wasn’t
one complaint heard. I heard paddlers meeting new friends,
reuniting with old friends and sharing stories as we waited.”
The excitement carried over into the evening when the top
fundraisers of Canoe-A-Thon were announced. With their
help, along with the other participants, a whopping $30,522
was raised to help protect Georgia’s rivers! A special thanks
goes to the paddlers who helped raise this money, and we also
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION
As the voice of Georgia’s rivers, we
help everyone enjoy, connect with and
advocate for economically vital and
clean flowing rivers.

GOALS
• Be the hub that connects people to
rivers, watershed groups, related
resources and other members of the
network so they can be effective
advocates.
• As a statewide watchdog on water
policy, continue advocacy efforts
to ensure strong protections for
Georgia’s rivers.
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“There were a few tears and fears shared in our circle. But we did it, and we are so
proud!”. According to the kids, it’s essential to “bring plenty of water and sunscreen,”
“make sure you choose a cool spot to swim in the hot sun,” and “keep singing random
songs, it makes everyone smile.” The kids certainly made the rest of the paddlers smile
with their happy attitudes and dance moves.
During the downtown Calhoun celebration, teams of paddlers competed in the annual
Canoe Tug-O-War, where they battled it out for victory. In the end, Joe Cook and
his CRBI team took the crown, and everyone prepared for another day on the water.
The last day of the trip was a pleasant 14-miles to the confluence of the Oostanaula
and Etowah Rivers and beginning of the Coosa, where delicious food, refreshments,
and goofy paddler awards were awaiting them when they arrived. GRN’s Community
Programs Coordinator, Gwyneth Moody’s eyes lit up when she saw “canoes filled with
ice cold watermelon and refreshments.” She also noted the sense of community support
that abounds at Paddle Georgia, “People are always looking out for each other, lending
a hand with hauling gear and boats, and offering extra water or sunscreen to those who
forgot theirs”.
Coosa River Basin Initiative hosted the River’s End Celebration, where the annual fish
fry dinner left paddlers feeling full and happy. The Duck Race was a hit, helping raise
roughly $2000 for Georgia River Network! Winner Carlton Gober received a $250 cash
prize along with a free registration Paddle Georgia 2017, which will be on the Etowah
River! After dinner and ducks, paddlers said their goodbyes, gave their hugs, and left
Heritage Park in anticipation for next year! Thanks to everyone for making Paddle
Georgia 2016 another successful and amazingly fun trip!
Thanks to our sponsors! Hennessy Land Rover Centres; Dalton Utilities; Columbia
Sportswear Company; AGL Resources; Stormwater Systems; Maxxis International;
Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center; The Outdoor Foundation; Cary Baxter, CPA;
CYA Agency, Inc.; Oglethorpe Power; Streamtechs; Terry Pate, PC, CPA; Shaw
Industries; Sole Source Electrical Contractors; GA Secure Shred; Mohawk Carpet
Foundation; China Clay Producers Association; Outside World Outfitters; Patagonia;
AR Motorsports; RS Industrial; EarthShare of Georgia; Friends of Georgia State
Parks; Bending Branches; Troncalli Subaru; Fair Shot Coffee; Partners: American
Canoe Association, Café Campesino, Coosa River Basin Initiative, Georgia Canoe
Association, Georgia Adopt-A-Stream, Project Wet
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Sponsorship Spotlight: Oglethorpe Power
Georgia River Network is VERY grateful for Oglethorpe Power sponsoring Paddle Georgia 2016!
Oglethorpe Power is one of the nation’s largest power cooperatives! As a Green Power EMC member, Oglethorpe Power helps
generate 52 MWs of solar energy for approximately 8,500 homes. Solar generation leaves more and cleaner water in our rivers.
Thank you, again, Oglethorpe Power!

Satilla River Water Trail Spotlight Ashby Nix Worley, Satilla Riverkeeper

T

he Satilla River Water Trail is on the cusp of being official! We have worked diligently with
various partners over the past two years, including Georgia River Network and others locally, to
create the first Satilla River Water Trail! It has been a unique and fun process to involve various
interested stakeholders and 5 counties (Ware, Pierce, Brantley, Charlton and Camden) in a project that
brings education, recognition and access to one of Georgia’s most beautiful and unique waterways.
This summer, we have had a blast with the 3 Water Trail kick off events, culminating with the comeback of the Satilla River Raft
Race in Brantley County. It was such a great time to see families and friends enjoying a fun, safe and creative day on the water!
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GRN Vehicle Donation Program
Donate a vehicle to GRN and help save our rivers! Turn your car, truck, RV, or
boat into protection for Georgia’s rivers. We accept any vehicle - running or
not - by working with Charitable Auto Resources. Your vehicle is towed free of
charge and the donation is eligible for a tax deduction. Contact Dana Skelton, at
dana@garivers.org or 706-548-4508 if you are interested in taking advantage of
this opportunity or for more information about the vehicle donation program.
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We plan to host the ribbon cutting
ceremony on Sept 29 at 4:30pm at the
HWY 121 Landing in Pierce County
to honor all that have helped along
the way, and to celebrate this great
accomplishment!

White Oak
Oak Creek 25 Creek

Watershed

3R Fish Camp
Landing (Private)

160 mi.

1

252

Br a

Satilla River
Waterfront Park

Woodbine

Burnt Fort Landing

3

99

Ava Strickland
Lightsey Landing
125 mi.

B uffal

Ket

55 mi.

U.S. 301 Landing

95 mi.

Herrin Lake Landing

80 mi.

Cr

eek

Musket Bay

90 mi.

85 mi.

C re
ek

k

50 mi.

CoxCree

We also have PSA’s being played
on the radio about paddling safety, and
promote this as well on our
Water Trail Facebook page. It’s
been a blast, and a lot of work by
a lot of people, but it’s become such
an asset to the community,
promoting safe and responsible
recreation for both locals and
visitors alike!
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Lower Oconee Hidden Gem Paddle & Campout
Spend a weekend exploring this up-and-coming Water Trail on the Fall Line of middle Georgia with Georgia River
Network, Altamaha Riverkeeper, and Lower Oconee Water Trail Partnership!

GRN is a Member
of Earthshare Georgia
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Water Trails Connect

GRN Merchendise Store
Check out our new online store to get some great Georgia River
Network merchandise! We have GRN apparel, River User’s
Guides, banners, water bottles and much more! Perfect gifts for
the river lover in your life!

Water trail groups around the state have been making
great headway developing their water trails (increasing
access, signage, public information, etc.) and in turn tourism and economic development in their communities and
stewardship and restoration of their rivers.
More and more people are learning about and supporting
efforts to increase the amount of public greenspace and
greenways where they live and now community planners
are incorporating ‘connectivity’ into these conversations
and decisions - connectivity to bicycling and hiking trails
and connectivity to water trails. Most greenways follow
along rivers and adding river access points with educational signage is an easy inexpensive way to highlight and
connect a community to the source of its most important
resource - water!
If you or someone you know is thinking about building
a water trail please let me know as we have developed a
framework and wealth of resources to help guide groups
through the development process.
~ Gwyneth Moody

Wild Rumpus Official 2016 Recipient
The Wild Rumpus is an annual Halloween Event in Athens,
GA - a small city known worldwide for it’s music, art, and
creative energy. This year the event will be held on October
28 - 29.
All are invited to be a part of the Wild Rumpus Parade by showing up in
costume and romping through the streets of downtown with thousands of
other Wild Things… shouting at the sky, pounding drums, and howling by
the light of the Moon in the dark night!!!
Georgia River Network is proud to be the official charity
recipient of the Wild Rumpus 2016.
Learn more about the parade at http://wildrumpus.org
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Blue Springs * Cypress Giants * Limestone Caves
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Perfect Outreach Project Training Workshop

O

n time, on budget, on message. So
easy to say. So hard to do. In the
Pertfect Outreach Training Series,
you will learn how outreach projects can go
wrong - and how to reduce your risk of a selfinflicted disappointment.
When: Tuesday, August 9, 2016- 10:00AM to 3:00PM
Where: Chattahoochee Nature Center
9135 Willeo Road, Roswell, GA 30075
What: The Perfect Outreach Project series provides a
practical introduction to the art and science of “project
management” -- leading teams of people to successful
outreach outcomes.
Sponsored by Georgia River Network, Water Words
that Work and Chattahoochee Nature Center
$30 ticket includes lunch
Trainer: Chandra Brown
Learn more at: https://perfectoutreach. eventbrite. com

Join GRN for Our Annual Len Foote Hike Inn Trip

E

very year Georgia River Network brings a
group to Len Foote Hike Inn at a special
discounted rate, and we would love for YOU
to join us in 2016!
When: Tues-Wed, Aug 23-24, 2016
Where: Len Foote Hike Inn – Amacalola Falls
On Tuesday, August 23 we will hike to the Inn by foot over
a moderate 5 mile trail which originates at the top of the
beautiful Amicalola Falls. Enjoy a special tour of the LEED
Certified Gold Inn and grounds, a delicious dinner and
breakfast and an evening program all about Georgia rivers!
The Inn has room for up to 40 people, so it’s first come, first
served, and we want to offer this opportunity to YOU – our
supporters, volunteers, members and colleagues, and your
families – FIRST! Please join our staff, our board and our
families for this special opportunity! It will be a great time for
Georgia’s river friends to spend time together and have fun.

Cost and How to Sign Up:
The Hike Inn is generously offering a special rate for our group!
$42.50/person for double occupancy, $58.50/person for single
occupancy (Normally $170/$117!) + tax. To reserve your spot
go to the reservation link on their webpage at http://hikeinn.com/ and click the book now tab. It will pull up the 50%
discount rate. Enter the correct dates and on the bottom of
the page enter promotional/group code GRN16. You can learn
7 more about it at their website: http://hike-inn.com.

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
August 9, 2016
Perfect Outreach Project Workshop
August 23, 2016
GRN Member Trip to the Hike Inn

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		

September 17-18, 2016
Lower Oconee Paddle & Campout

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

October 8-10, 2016
Fall Float on the Flint

Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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