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Paddlers See Revived River During Paddle  
Georgia 2014 (Excerpt from Joe Cook’s Paddle Georgia Blog Post)

Joe Kidd is 74 this year, and one of the 
senior members of the Paddle Georgia Navy. 
He is appropriately named for at 74, he 

still acts like a kid. Jacory O’Neal is 12 this year and 
experienced Paddle Georgia for this first time. A student at 
Atlanta’s Woodland Middle School, he participated on youth 
scholarship and was part of a team of 11 other students led 
by Alicia Evans and Joey Giunta.  I am 47 this year and grew 
up on the Chattahoochee—a river lover born of the infamous 
Ramblin’ Raft Race and summer weekends spent playing in 
its shoals and jumping from its cliffs.

We are three generations on the Chattahoochee. Kidd 
learned to swim at the base of Hilly Mill Falls (one of our 
most memorable stops during this year’s journey) and grew 
up fishing the Chattahoochee in Coweta and Heard counties 
until in the mid-1950s when it became so polluted no one 
wanted to visit it.

That polluted, sewage-filled river was the one I remember 
from my youth in the 1970s. While we rafted the river and 
jumped from the rocks upstream of Atlanta’s largest sewage 
plants, we knew not to venture downstream of Peachtree 
Creek. We called that river the “Chattamanasty.”

Jacory was born just four years after Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper settled its Clean Water Act lawsuit against the 
city of Atlanta in 1998, forcing the city to invest billions to 
clean up its sewage.  When all three of us ventured on to 
this river last week, 99 percent of the City of Atlanta’s illegal 
sewage discharges into the river had been eliminated, and 
Jacory’s first trip on the Chattahoochee showed off not just 
the beauty of the Palisades so familiar in my youth, but the 
resilient beauty of the river downstream of the city’s big 

In This Issue...
 

Paddle Georgia                2

GRN Welcomes Glenn Dowling             3

14 in 14 Paddle Challenge             3

Etowah Users Guide Book             4

Three More Hidden Gems Paddles            4 

Paddle Georgia Fall Float  / Hike Inn            5 

Help Raise Funds for GA Rivers    5         

Aquifer Storage and Recovery in Georgia           6

2014 Turner Regrants              7

              
Participants enjoy Hilly Mill Falls on the Chattahoochee.

Chattahoochee Bend State Park welcomed Paddle Georgia!
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Paddle Georgia cont’d
sewage plants.  We camped at a reclaimed industrial site on the banks of the river just 
three miles downstream from Atlanta’s R.M. Clayton Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
what was once one of the most notorious sewage plants in the Southeast. The campsite, 
Riverview Landing, will soon become a residential/retail development…at a place where 
three decades ago you had to hold your nose to tolerate the river.

We paddled past the site of the soon-to-be established Moore’s Bridge Park in Carroll 
County, stopped at the new Chattahoochee Bend State Park in Coweta County and 
enjoyed the trip’s highlight—Hilly Mill Falls—in Heard County. That river that Joe 
Kidd once loved, then left–because it had an odor problem–welcomed him home again. 
The destruction and then restoration of the Chattahoochee’s recreational waters in the 
course of one man’s life is astounding—and a testament to what can be accomplished 
when communities start caring for their rivers.

Perhaps when Jacory reflects on his youth and the Chattahoochee, he will remember 
it not as the “Chattamanasty” but simply as the “Chattahoochee”—a place that lives up 
to its lyrical Creek name which translates to “flowered rock.”  To read the full blog post, 
visit http://garivernetwork.wordpress.com/2014/07/01/2467/

Sponsors -  Riverview Landing,  Georgia Power; Columbia Sportswear; Atlanta 
Attachment Company; Captain Planet Foundation; Hennessey Land Rover; Maxxis 
International; Simmons Bedding Company; Patagonia; Len Foote Hike Inn; Cary S. 
Baxter, CPA, LLC;  The Outside World; StreamTechs; Sweetwater Pools; R. Terry Pate, 
PC; Oglethorpe Power; Outdoor Nation; Cedar Creek RV & Outdoor Center; AGL 
Resources; China Clay Producers Association; Chris Shiver - PE LLC; New Belgium 
Brewing Co.; The RainBarrel Depot, Carrier Transicold, RS Industrial Inc., Frogg 
Toggs

2014 Partners – American Canoe Association, Café Campesino, Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper, Georgia Canoe Association, Georgia Adopt-A-Stream, Project Wet, 
National Park Service-Chattahoochee National Recreation Area, Cobb County Water 
System, Flint Riverkeeper, Chattahoochee Now, Friends of Chattahoochee Bend State 
Park, MainStreet Newnan

Keith “The Sweep” Parsons Corky Ackerson, up to his neck in Paddle Georgia



GRN Welcomes Glenn Dowling as Executive  
Director

2014 GRN Challenge - 14 in 2014
Georgia River Network is challenging Georgians to get out and protect, restore, learn about, recreate and 
volunteer on Georgia’s rivers by attending 14 river related events in 2014. Watershed groups throughout 
the state offer a variety of experiences such as family friendly paddling trips, river hikes, watershed 
workshops, conferences, river clean ups, water quality monitoring opportunities, and advocacy events, 
all of which qualify to fulfill the Challenge. The goal is to promote Georgia’s growing movement in river 
restoration, protection, and engagement.  Get outside, get active and get involved in river and watershed 
protection, restoration and engagement opportunities with friends and family. To learn more, visit http://
garivers.org/news/440-grn-challenge.html.

The Georgia River Network (GRN) announces the hiring of one of Georgia’s most staunch natural 
resource conservationists, Glenn Dowling, as the organization’s new executive director.  Dowling 
joins the GRN staff with an eye towards growing statewide relationships.

Glenn first gained his love for Georgia’s rivers during his childhood in and around Albany, Georgia where he explored the Flint 
River and many of its tributaries, including the Kinchafoonee, Muckalee and Ichuawaynochaway creeks.  Already having a 
working relationship with GRN through the Georgia Water Coalition, Glenn said, “GRN is a voice for every Georgian with a 
passion for our rivers.  Whether we are dependent on enough clean water for access to a wealth of recreational opportunities, 
agricultural production, and clean drinking water, the health of our rivers is paramount to the health of our communities, local 
economies and the health and wellbeing of every Georgian.  GRN is giving me the opportunity of a lifetime to amplify the 
voice of Georgians with a passion for passing on the natural heritage that is our rivers.  It is my pleasure to join a highly capable 
and committed staff that functions extremely well. I will work to increase GRN’s financial capacity in support of staff and 
programs.  It will be a privilege to serve all of Georgia by advocating for and promoting a clean water legacy. I am humbled by the 
opportunity”.  Glenn and his wife Kristina have two boys, Aaron (7) and Axel (5).  

Julie Stuart, chair of GRN’s board of directors said, “We are thrilled to have Glenn join us as the new executive director.  Glenn’s 
depth and breadth of experience throughout his career: at the capitol, representing counties, with hunters and fisherman 
protecting our lands and rivers, and as a city manager, is the 
perfect combination of someone who understands policy 
decisions from a high level and loves to be in the trenches 
fighting to keep our rivers clean and flowing. We are excited 
about the new relationships he brings to our organization, 
including deep roots in South Georgia as we grow our capacity 
and reach throughout the state.  Please join us as we welcome 
Glenn to Georgia River Network.”

The announcement of Dowling as executive director comes on 
the heels of the 10th Anniversary of Paddle Georgia.  Every 
June, Georgia River Network leads a paddling trip where 
participants get up close and personal with one of Georgia’s 
rivers.  Logging in more than 44,000 combined river miles in 
one week, this dedicated flotilla of river advocates continues to 
grow in number and diversity, now boasting participants from 
as close by as the communities along the river, to as far away as 
Europe.  

Email Glenn at glenn@garivers.org.



GRN Offers 3 More Hidden Gems Paddles

Enjoy the three remaining excursions to 
rediscover some of the hidden gems on 
Georgia’s waterways. Each one-day river trip will 

include lunch and presentations along the route, ranging from 
natural history and water quality testing to cultural history 
and river cleanups. Visit www.
garivers.org to register.

Oconee River - Bobbin 
through Remnants of the 
Oconee’s Historic Timeworn 
Textile Mills - Aug. 23 - Spend 
a day paddling through the 
state’s hilly Piedmont as the 
Oconee winds through Athens. 
Partnering organizations: 
Georgia River Network, Upper 
Oconee Watershed Network, 
State Botanical Gardens of 
Georgia, University of Georgia, 
& Athens-Clarke County 
Oconee River Greenway Commission

Chattahoochee River - From Derelict Dams to 
Recreational Whitewater - Adventure on a Revitalized 
River in Columbus - Sept. 13 - Explore Columbus’ restored 
Chattahoochee via raft and experience the world’s longest 
urban whitewater run.   Partnering organizations: Georgia 

River Network, Chattahoochee 
Riverkeeper, Chattahoochee 
Riverwarden, & Uptown 
Columbus.

Satilla River - Giant 
Magnolia’s and Burnt Forts 
- a Glimpse of the Satilla’s 
Unique Past - Nov. 15 - Paddle 
along moss-draped banks and 
lounge on snow white sand 
bars on this intimate South 
Georgia beauty. Partnering 
organizations: Georgia River 
Network, Satilla Riverkeeper, 

& Off Grid Expeditions.  
Learn more at www.garivers.org!

The first in a series of Georgia River Network Guidebooks, the 
“Etowah River User’s Guide,” authored by Joe Cook and published 
in cooperation with Coosa River Basin Initiative, is an appealing and 
handy look at the biologically diverse and beautiful Etowah River 
in North Georgia. Printed on waterproof paper by the University of 
Georgia Press, the book offers a fascinating history of the area and 
information valuable for novice or experienced paddlers as well 
as fishermen. Designed to educate river users, enhance their on-
river experiences, and allow them to safely explore the river, each 
guide includes an introduction and overview of the river, chapters 
describing each river section with detailed maps and notes on 
river access and points of interest; a compact natural history 
guide featuring species of interest found along Georgia’s rivers, 
notes on safety and boating etiquette, a fishing primer, and notes 
on organizations working to protect the river.  You can buy the 
guidebook by calling us at 706-549-4508.

The Chattahoochee River and Broad River User’s Guides will be 
released next.

Get a Copy of the Etowah River User’s Guide

Register at www.garivers.org.



Paddle Georgia Fall Float
Georgia River Network is hosting a SOLD OUT Columbus Day 
weekend voyage on the Flint River that would fill Christopher Columbus 
with envy.  Oct. 10-13, we’ll travel 70 miles on the Flint from Albany to 
Bainbridge taking in the best of the Flint--beautiful blue hole springs, 
lively rapids, rich history, abundant wildlife and more! Fashioned 
after our annual week-long Paddle Georgia events, we’ll tent camp at 
Chehaw Park and on the river two nights at Rocky Bend Flint River 
Retreat. Like our annual summer adventure, we’ll enjoy catered meals, 
educational programs and great camaraderie as we make our way down 
one of Georgia’s most beautiful rivers during a beautiful time of year. 
Tent camping only with limited options for indoor camping. Visit www.
garivers.org/paddle_georgia/fallfloat.html for more information. Visit 
http://www.garivers.org/paddle_georgia/fallfloat.html to access the link 
for the wait list.

Still Time to Help Raise 
Funds for GA Rivers
You still have an opportunity to double your gift 
to GRN by accepting the challenge to increase our 
donors on three different levels. An anonymous 
donor has agreed to extend our challenge by 
matching new givers at the $250, $500, and $1,000 
levels.  If you will join one of these levels, they will 
match each gift dollar for dollar.  For the gifts to be 
matched, they must be from donors who have not 
given at that level before. The anonymous couple 
wants to encourage new donors in the work of 
protecting GA’s rivers. To accept this challenge, go 
to our website at www.garivers.org and click on the 
red “Donate Now” button or mail a check to 126 
South Milledge Ave., Ste E3, Athens, GA 30605.   

GRN members visited the 
Len Foote Hike Inn on July 
9.  We enjoyed the 5 mile hike 

from Amicalola State Park to the Inn.  
We rocked on the rockers, relaxed at the 
star base, meandered through the garden 
and took a tour of the facility. We were 
treated to a delicious dinner and then 
heard a talk by Richard Judy on thru 
hiking the Appalachian Trail. The Hike 
Inn uses odor-free composting toilets that 
help save more than 250,000 gallons of 
valuable drinking water every year.  It also 
uses recycled barrels to collect rainwater 
to irrigate our native plants and trees. To 
learn more about the Len Foote Hike Inn, 
visit http://hike-inn.com/

Members Visit 
the Hike Inn Georgia River Network thanks The M. K. Pentecost Ecology 

Fund Committee of the Savannah Presbytery for its generous 
$3,000 grant to support GRN’s Engage, Empower and Advocate 

programs as they specifically apply to Georgia’s coastal region. This funding 
provides support for the Ogeechee River and Satilla River Hidden Gem 
river trips. It also supports GRN’s efforts to provide intensive organizational 
development and strategic planning assistance for Satilla Riverkeeper as well as 
policy work on coastal issues including reinstating the moratorium on aquifer 
storage and recovery for 11 coastal counties.

GRN Thanks Pentecost Fund



There are no operational aquifer storage 
and recovery (ASR) wells in Georgia.  A 
moratorium on ASR operations in coastal Georgia’s 

Floridian aquifer was in place for fifteen years between 1999 
and July 1, 2014 when the moratorium expired.  A public-
private partnership conducted an ASR experiment that failed 
to meet expectations in northwest Georgia (Coosa River 
basin) between 2009 and 2012.  Today, a state managed 
experimental ASR and stream-flow augmentation project 
is under development in southwest Georgia’s Baker County 
(Flint River basin).  As for the future, the Coastal Regional 
Water Council and five other councils think ASR could be a 
potential future water 
management practice.  

However, according 
to the past polling 
and public comment, 
coastal Georgians 
think ASR will harm 
their drinking and 
well water.

Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery (ASR) 
is a technology that 
can involve pumping 
chemically treated 
surface water – or 
ground water from 
one aquifer – into 
another aquifer 
for storage.  The 
water may be 
recovered later during periods of low-flow or high drinking 
water demand.  ASR has been discussed as a stream-flow 
augmentation tool for the Chattahoochee, Savannah, 
Suwanee and other river basins, and in 2006, was considered 
as a waste management tool in coastal Georgia.

ASR is not without risks and does not always work.  
Pumping chemically treated water underground presents 
threats to all of Georgia’s aquifers, and can lead to increased 
levels of arsenic that exceed drinking water quality standards.  
Pumping waste water underground can introduce bacteria, 
pathogens and disinfection byproducts into Georgia’s 
aquifers that hundreds of thousands of Georgians rely on for 
clean, safe drinking water.  

Data indicate 36 percent of ASR sites in 27 states have 
been abandoned due to operational failures and costs.  
For example, in Florida, wells at 48 percent of the state’s 
ASR sites have been abandoned or operations suspended 

for reasons including arsenic mobilization or inability to 
recover the ‘banked’ water.  In the 1990s, public opposition 
on Georgia’s coast to an ASR proposal forced the General 
Assembly to institute a moratorium on ASR projects tapping 
the Upper Floridian Aquifer in eleven coastal Georgia 
counties.  

The General Assembly – with tremendous public support 
– continued to extend the original 1999 coastal ASR 
moratorium multiple times over the past fifteen years.  As the 
moratorium’s expiration neared in 2014, Senator William 
Ligon sponsored SB 306 to extend the moratorium again 

during the General Assembly session.  
In February 2014, 
the bill was heard 
in the Senate 
Natural Resources 
and Environment 
committee, but 
Committee Chair 
Ross Tolleson did 
not ask for a vote.  
Instead, the Senator 
unilaterally decided 
to send the bill into 
a summer 2014 
study committee 
knowing the bill 
would become 
obsolete when the 
moratorium expired 
in July.

Georgia’s General 
Assembly must, at a minimum, reinstate a moratorium on 
aquifer storage and recovery projects along Georgia’s coast.  
ASR is not the solution to meeting Georgia’s water needs. 
Such projects come with high financial and environmental 
risks. Other communities experimenting with ASR have 
been left with multi-million dollar debts and no water or, 
worse, contaminated water. Georgia should step away from 
this high stakes water game and invest in water supply and 
conservation projects for which the return on investment is 
more stable and certain.

After the moratorium expired, the Long-term Aquifer 
Storage Senate Study Committee convened to hear an EPD 
presentation and public comment regarding ASR in Georgia 
on Monday August 4 from 1:00 to 3:00 at the Jekyll Island 
Convention Center.  GRN was there to defend Georgia’s 
aquifers and well water. You can read more on the Georgia 
Water Wire at http://gawaterwire.wordpress.com/.

Aquifer Storage and Recovery in Georgia



2014 Turner Regrants

Thanks to support from the Turner 
Foundation, Georgia River Network was 
able to re-grant funds to grassroots groups 

protecting Georgia’s rivers.  Eight applications totaling 
$55,534 were received. Seven grantees were awarded a total of 
$40,000. Grants were awarded to the following organizations:

1.  Town of Braselton / Adopt-A-Stream Group ($500)
Town of Braselton’s Adopt-A-Stream group will purchase 
supplies needed to execute an Adopt-A-Stream clean-up of 
Mulberry River.

2. Coosa River Basin Initiative ($10,000)
Coosa River Basin Initiative will monitor land development 
and water supply development.

3. Willacoochee, Withlacoochee, Alapaha, and Little River 
Systems ($500)
WWALS will provide marketing materials for a new water trail 
in development on the Alapaha River with the assistance of 
Georgia River Network’s Community Programs Coordinator 

As part of a collaborative campaign, the following four 
riverkeepers have chosen to work together toward re-
establishing the buffer protection for salt marshes that was 
removed by Georgia EPD this year and extend salt marsh 
buffer protection throughout the coastal plain during the 2015 
legislative session.

4. Altamaha Riverkeeper ($8,000)
Altamaha Riverkeeper will serve as the operational and 
organizational lead within the partnership, as well as 
coordinate with partners state-wide on the legislative efforts.

5-8. Ogeechee Riverkeeper ($8,000), Satilla Riverkeeper 
($8,000), Savannah Riverkeeper ($5,000)
These groups will work in partnership to develop and 
implement the outreach and communications plan and 
materials.

 

 

GRN Wish List
GRN is looking for the following new or gently 
used item for our office: a picnic table or concrete 
outdoor patio set, vacuum cleaner, and a flat 
screen monitor. Email info@garivers.org or call 706-
549-4508 if you would like to donate these items.

1% For the Planet Partner
Georgia River Network is a 1% for the Planet non-
profit partner. Over 1200 companies are giving 1% 
of their profits to organizations in the network that 
are committed to creating a healthy planet.  Learn 
more at www.onepercentfortheplanet.org.  



Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero        $500 River Guardian       
 $250 River Supporter   $100 River Friend 
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)    $35 Individual River Enthusiast

Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______   

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.  
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________ 

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other 
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.

Mail To:  Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605

GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible. 
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Join Georgia River NetworkCalendar of Events

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

August 23, 2014:  Oconee River 
Hidden Gems Trip

September 13, 2014:  Chattahoochee 
River Hidden Gems Trip

September 18, 2014 
Terrapin Brewery Fundraiser 
Athens, GA

October 10-13, 2014:  Paddle Georgia 
Fall Float on the Flint

November 15, 2014: Satilla River 
Hidden Gems Trip

 


