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River Network empowers and unites people and 
communities to protect and restore rivers and 
other waters that sustain all life. We envision a 
future of clean and ample water for people and 
nature, where local caretakers are well-equipped, 
effective and courageous champions for our rivers



urbanwaterslearningnetwork.org

River Network Membership

• Get information, publications and trainings related to river and 
water issues. 

• Connect with peers and mentors, engage in group discussions.

• Access discounts on our conference & other trainings (25% off), 
as well as equipment and resources to help you do more.

• Organization, Professional & Student Membership options. 

River Network Members get 25% off River Rally registration!

For Details, visit: www.rivernetwork.org/river-rally

May 8-11, Grand Rapids, MI

www.rivernetwork.org/get-involved/join-our-network/

http://www.rivernetwork.org/river-rally
http://www.rivernetwork.org/get-involved/join-our-network/


Changing Context 

Washington Post (2016)







Proposed Federal Budget

• Proposed cut to EPA budget: 31% from $8.2 to 
$5.7 billion

• Would cut EPA staff from about 15,000 to 
11,500

• Elimination of entire programs (e.g. leaking 
underground storage tank prevention, 319 $)



Water (or lemonade?) anyone?



West Virginia Rivers Coalition



West Virginia Rivers Coalition





Connecting 

• Georgia River Network!

• Issue specific
– Urban Waters Learning Network
– Other?

• Local-federal
– Clean Water for All Campaign – River Network
– Waterkeeper Alliance
– Other?



Immediate Opportunity

• Executive Order to repeal and replace 
regulations

• Comments due May 15th

• Look for state sign-on letters coming soon!

• https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/office-water-
feedback-reducing-regulatory-burden

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/office-water-feedback-reducing-regulatory-burden


Needs/Responses to Changing Context of 
Water?

• How have these changes affected you and 
your group and work?

• Are you taking new approaches?

• What else would be helpful in linking to 
national policy issues?



Thank You!
kbaer@rivernetwork.org

mailto:kbaer@rivernetwork.org

