
Land Use Planning for water 
Quality

in 
Chilton & Shelby Counties

Building a Regional Clearinghouse for Water Trails

Water Trails – The Status in Georgia
March 11, 2010

Photo: Beth Maynor Young



Defining the Need
Blueways offer:
• River access
• Healthy lifestyles
• Eco-tourism
• Community development
• Watershed enhancement
• River advocacy

Blueways Need:
• Organization/development
• Funding
• State-wide coordination
• Capacity-building
• Mapping  
• Promotion









333 Approximate 
Blueways



Trails that cross state Lines



Developing a Baseline Mapping 
Application

• View water trails 
along- side natural 
resource datasets to 
provide useful 
contribution to the 
local planning process

• If you can’t see them -
you can’t protect them!



Community Resource Mapper 
www.watershed-assistance.net/mapper



Combines Existing Data with 
Specialty Data

1. National Land Cover Dataset
2. National Wetlands Data
3. Growth Projection Data
4. Southeastern Land Trust-

protected lands data
5. State Wildlife Action Plan 

priority habitat



Prime Habitat and Impaired Waters (303d List of )



Hamilton County Rivers & 
Protected Lands



Additional Data

Opportunities for 
identifying partners 
in habitat protection 
as well as water 
trails development











Building a  Regional Clearinghouse 
www.southernblueways.org

• Survey Water Trails
• Determine GPS points
• Link local information

– Put-ins/take-outs
– Degree of difficulty
– Local Services

• Determine formatting needs
• Build regional marketing 



Move from Region to State to River





Linking Local Information



Linking Local Information









• State and regional development districts
• Southeast Tourism Society
• Southern Living & Coastal Living Magazines
• Newspaper Sunday Travel sections
• Online marketing/social marketing

Southeastern Water Trails Clearinghouse
MARKETING
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