
River Clean-Up Guru, 

Bobby Marie… 

1/11/2012 - Chattahoochee River 

1/14/2012 – Etowah River 

1/14/2012 – Coosa River 

1/14/2012 – Oostanaula River 

2/8/2012 – Peachtree Creek, South Fork 

2/15/2012 – Peachtree Creek, North Fork 

2/29/2012 – Suwannee River 

4/21/2012 – Little River 

5/16/2012 – Nickajack Creek 

6/17/2012 – Altamaha River 

8/8/2012 – Amicalola Creek 

9/8/2012 – South River 

  

 

 

 

To view more 12 in 2012 finishers, go here.  

http://garivers.org/gwtc/40-gwtc/398-12-in-2012-finishers.html


1/11/2012 – Chattahoochee River 

 

Good Morning, 

 

I and two others paddled upstream on the Chattahoochee from Jones Bridge for about 4 miles then 

back down on a cold January afternoon on the 11th. It rained on us a couple of times, but the 

paddling kept us warm. We passed empty golf courses and leafless trees. We did see several 

herons and a couple of raptors hunting the river. 

 

Bobby Marie 

 
1/14/2012 – Etowah, Coosa, Oostanala Rivers 

On January 14
th
, I joined Joe Cook and about 100 others on the CRBI Polar Bear Paddle over by 

Rome, GA. In one day I paddled 3 rivers, the Etowah for the major portion of the trip, then took two 

side paddles, upstream on the Oostanala for 30 minutes and then down and back up the Coosa for 

30 minutes. When you reach the confluence of these three rivers you can look down and see the 

difference in the waters.  The Etowah was greenish and the Oostanala was very brown and the 

Coosa was a mixture of the two! I only saw one BIG cooter on the bank in the sun the whole day. On 

the way home, we made an obligatory stop at Johnny Mitchell's Smokehouse in Euharlee. 

Happy New Year!   

Bobby Marie 

2/15/2012 – South Fork Peachtree Creek, North Fork Peachtree Creek, Peachtree Creek 

 

On Wednesday the 15th of February, I and two others got on the South Fork of Peachtree Creek 

near Emory University in metro Atlanta. We paddled (?!!!) and walked the South Fork to its 

confluence with the North Fork Peachtree Creek and Peachtree Creek itself where we took out on 

Adina Drive after a short paddle up the North Fork. The take-out was a scramble up a 70 to 100 foot 

slope to get to the truck. We roped our boats up the slope and over a fence through the brambles. 

 

We were met by a pair of Atlanta's finest who were prepared to lecture us on the dangers of the 

water quality in the creek. We ended up having a nice conversation after they got to understand that 

we were doing a survey to see about clean-up opportunities AND that almost every urban stream 

and creek up to the Chattahoochee itself has the same issues to deal with when we kayak on them. 

There is a lot of trash and debris in some areas that could be targets for clean-up, other areas are a 

little harder to find a way out of for both cleaners and the trash.  

 

On a brighter side, there are many stretches that are very pretty with the Morningside Nature 

Preserve and its new suspended bridge being just one. One of my favorite spots was under the I-85 

bridge where there is some pretty incredible (though illegal) graffiti on the bridge abutments. For a 

total urban environment, I was a bit surprised by the clarity of the water and lack of any objectionable 

odors along the whole paddle. All in all a great day of exploring in the middle of Atlanta! Next stretch 

is Peachtree Creek from Buckhead to the Chattahoochee!  

 

Bobby Marie 



 

8/28/2012 –Little River, Amicalola Creek, Altamaha River, South River, Suwannee River, 

Nackajack Creek, Nantahala River  

 
Hi! 

I have finished my 12 rivers in 2012! 

I sent in stories for the Chattahoochee, South Fork Peachtree Creek, North Fork Peachtree Creek 

and Peachtree Creek all on cleanups and wading/paddles. Also, I have sent in a story on the 

Etowah, the Coosa and the Oostanaula.  That is 7. 

In the spring I put in at Olde Rope Mill Park on the Little River and 6 of us went upstream on a clean-

up and paddle exploration. We turned around at the railroad bridge, rode downstream back to the 

Park. In the afternoon we paddled on into the edge of Lake Allatoona up Toonigh Creek to the 

hidden waterfalls for a snack and nap! 

A group from Atlanta Area Paddlers meet-up spent a wonderful day on upper Amicalola Creek 

getting out just above the incredible rock formation and rapids called Edge of the World. Along the 

way we went over the edge of a small 6 foot falls just to see if we could! It was a VERY scrapy day 

and we got out of our kayaks lots to get to clear deeper water. 

In June I took part in Paddle GA 2012 on the Altamaha River in coastal Georgia. It is a huge river. 

My impressions were that the first day was fun because of the newness of the river. Days 2 through 

4 were pretty much the same with big wide water, great temps and a constant headwind. Day 5 

was a memorable experience riding along with 50 million gallons of waste from the Rayonier Plant in 

Jesup. I still swear that the stench in the air gave me a sore throat while we were there. The last day 

was very memorable for needing to time our paddle with the Tidal Charts for our entry into Darien. 

We also spent a workout going up Penholloway Creek to a take-out one afternoon. 

I and a small group of paddlers have spent several afternoons on the South River in Dekalb County 

paddling when we can and wading when we have to to clean the river. On ONE day we documented 

about 1000 tires in a three mile stretch as well as picking up nearly 500 golf balls from the creek! It is 

too bad that residents have used the creek as a tire dump for so very long. We are slowly cleaning 

short stretches and so far have taken 500 tires from 3 sections along the river. 

I have also paddled the Suwannee in Stephen Foster Park while camping and 'gator watching.  

One afternoon, a friend and I rode the Nickajack Creek right behind my house in Mableton, where 

we started at the Covered Bridge in the historic district and took out at Nickajack Park a mile or two 

short of the creek's entry into the Chattahoochee near Vinings. Our paddle lasted over 6 hours for 5 

miles! 

It may not count but I have spent a couple of fun days in an inflatable "Duckie" on the Nantahala 

River. A small group of us paddled the Hiawassee River in Tennessee after they turned on the 

spigot from Fontana Dam. What a fun ride! 



Thanks for coming up with this idea, I hope a lot of people will at least get 6 or 8 rivers! I look forward 

to seeing friends up at the Hike Inn in September.   

All best, hugs and handshakes,   

Bobby Marie 

 

 

 


