
Basic Design Principles 
 
Alignment 
To tie page elements together and give your document a strong appearance, choose one alignment (right, left 
of center) and stick with it, don’t mix alignments. Using the same alignment creates an invisible line that 
connects the elements in your document. You don’t have to put everything along the same edge, just align 
everything right, left, or center. Also, remember to align items on your page vertically, as well as horizontally. 

 
Proximity 
When two or more items are close to each other, they appear to belong to each other. When items are placed 
far apart from each other, they don’t appear to have a relationship. Look closely at the space between objects, 
group together the items that belong together and put space between items that don’t belong together. 

 
Repetition 
Repetition unifies your design. Repeat certain elements throughout your document (i.e. brochures, newsletters, 
or website), and be consistent. You can create repetition with colors, graphics, and fonts. 

 
Contrast 
Contrast pulls the viewers eye to the page and keeps it there. Contrasting elements guide the viewers eye 
around the page. You can create contrast with type by making it bigger, bolder, or using a different font. You 
can also create contrast with color. Remember: for contrast to work the contrast must be very strong. If you 
make two elements different, make them VERY different, not almost the same. Create a focal point, to draw 
the viewer’s eye in. 

Source of information for this document: The Non-Designers Design Book by Robin Williams 
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