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Ingle Named Georgia Trend “40 Under 40”

A

pril Ingle was honored as one of Georgia
Trend magazine’s “40 Under 40” in the
October issue of the magazine and awards
ceremony held at the Fox Theater. In her 10
years with GRN, the organization has grown from a staff
of 2 to 7 and is recognized as a leader in the conservation
movement in Georgia. She serves on the Leadership Team
and chairs the Communications Committee of the Georgia
Water Coalition, a coalition of 200+ organizations and
businesses with the common goal of clean water for current
and future generations. She also monitors and lobbies the
state legislature and participates in policy decisions within
various state and federal agencies. In 2012, she served on the
“National Blueways Task Force” to develop recommendations
for the US Department of Interior for the new National
Blueways System developed as part of President Obama’s
America’s Great Outdoors initiative. In 2012, she received
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper’s “River Advocate of the Year”
award.

Reed spoke at the event, which was sponsored by Kennesaw
State University and featured Ann Cramer, Senior Consultant
at Coxe Curry & Associates, as the Keynote Speaker. To read
the article and list of awardees go to www.georgiatrend.com.
In the “40 Under 40” feature, April is quoted: “I’ve developed
a relationship with these rivers, and I’ve concluded that, of all
the places in the world, Georgia claims the best ones in terms
of spectacular beauty, natural resources and biodiversity,”
she says. “ So it’s important to protect them for future
generations.”

For the 17th year, Georgia Trend presented a group of 40
outstanding Georgians under the age of 40. The honorees
represent business, government, politics, nonprofits, science,
conservation and education and were thrown a gala event at
the Fox Theater in Atlanta in October. Atlanta Mayor Kasim
April Ingle at the 40 Under 40 Ceremony at the Fox Theater
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect, restore and enjoy our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers

Save the Date: Weekend For
Rivers - April 5-6 2014

W

eekend for Rivers 2014 will be held on April 5-6 at the
Chattahoochee Nature Center in Roswell, Georgia. This is your
opportunity to share your love for the rivers and streams closest to your
heart—and a great way of doing this is to spend the weekend hanging out with a whole
bunch of other river lovers. We also want the event speakers to be its participants.
In 2014, Weekend for Rivers is celebrating the legacy of Georgia’s waterways by focusing
on “The History of Georgia’s Rivers.” We want to know what you know about the
bygone days of Georgia’s rivers. Visit our website to see the call for proposals at www.
garivers.org/news/423-weekend-for-rivers-2014-call-for-proposals.html.
Whether you have a story about your childhood on the Ogeechee River, an inspiring tale
of how your river group got its start, an anecdote about the role of rivers during the Civil
War, an interesting bit about the history of water law in Georgia, or any story about our
rivers and work to protect and enjoy them - with a historical thread, we want to hear
from you! You can express your story in any way you like: with a speech, photography,
poetry, music, art…the possibilities are endless! The only rule: no boring Power Points!
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Weekend for Rivers 2013 attendees participating in sessions, picnic and the Sunday paddle.

Fall - A Great Time to Get Outside
We couldn’t have asked for a better time on the
Savannah Hidden Gems Paddle with Georgia Kayak
Fishing/Paddle4Tomorrow, Savannah Riverkeeper, RiversAlive
and Adopt-A-Stream. The weather was gorgeous, paddlers
were friendly, fun and enthusiastic, the presentations were
awesome, and safety boaters made everyone feel at ease on
the rapids. We paddled from from Savannah Rapids Pavilion
to the North Augusta Boat Landing– on the last remaining
shoals of the Savannah. A special thanks goes out to all the
volunteers that helped out. Ya’ll did such a fantastic job! Visit
our facebook page to view more photos from this event.
GRN Members Visit the Len Foote Hike Inn.
GRN members and staff enjoyed a hike to the Hike Inn in
September. We had perfect hiking weather to make the 5
mile hike from Amicalola Falls State Park to the inn, which is
located in the mountains of the Chattahoochee National Forest
and accessible only on foot. Everyone enjoyed a tour of the
facility, a delicious dinner and an educational program about
Wild Edible Plants. The Inn is a LEED certified building
with many sustainable building features including odor free
composting toilets that help save 250,000 gallons of water
each year. They also use recycled barrels to collect rainwater to
water their native plants. To learn more about the Hike Inn,
visit http://hike-inn.com/.
Terrapin Percentage Night. Members and friends came
out to support Georgia River Network at the Terrapin Brewery
in Athens in September. Terrapin’s big outdoor yard was full
of fellow river and beer lovers enjoying an evening outdoors,
taking advantage of photo opportunities, and playing frisbee
and cornhole. There was also a free brewery tour, and beer
drinkers drank from special edition Georgia River NetworkTerrapin Beer pint glasses. If you would like to purchase one of
these special edition pint glasses, contact our office at 706-5494508. Glasses are $10.

2013 Paddle Challenge
Georgia River Network is encouraging river lovers to celebrate Georgia’s
rivers – from wild places to urban waterways – by taking 13 people paddling
in 2013 who might not otherwise go on their own. To join the list of paddlers
participating, send an email to gwyneth@garivers.org with your name and
address to sign up. When you have successfully completed the challenge of
taking 13 people paddling on Georgia’s rivers, who otherwise would not go
on their own, send in documentation including photos, stories, videos and/
or poems about the rivers you explored and with whom.

Broad River Water Trail Launched

T

he Broad River is one of Georgia’s last
free-flowing rivers in Georgia and is known
for its historical importance and relatively
unspoiled nature.
Beginning in Franklin
County, the water trail
goes for 72 miles through
Franklin, Madison,
Elbert, Oglethorpe and
Wilkes counties until it
reaches the Clarks Hill
Reservoir and the Broad
River Campground in
Lincoln County. As
the Broad River drops
from the steep forested
ridges of its headwaters,
it passes though areas of
mild rapids before finally
spreading into the mile-long historic Anthony Shoals at the
mouth of the river in Elbert, Wilkes, and Lincoln Counties.

bridge crossings. Five access points have an information kiosk
with a river map, points of interest, and information about
plants and animals living in the watershed. The BRWA is
seeking grants and funding
to put kiosks at every
public access location
and to provide water trail
posters and flyers to local
governments and chambers
of commerce. The BRWA
installed the first five kiosks
with a Paddle Georgia grant
from the Georgia River
Network.

The Broad River currently has 8 public access points along
the river, two public access boat launches, and 8 highway

To learn more visit their website at www.broadriverwatertrail.
org.

Approximately sixty
supporters came out to be
a part of the Broad River
Fall Float Clean-up, Camp
Kiwanis Festival, and Water Trail Kickoff on Saturday,
October 5th.

Get a Copy of the Etowah River User’s Guide
The first in a series of Georgia River Network Guidebooks, the
“Etowah River User’s Guide,” authored by Joe Cook and published
in cooperation with Coosa River Basin Initiative, is an appealing and
handy look at the biologically diverse and beautiful Etowah River
in North Georgia. Printed on waterproof paper by the University of
Georgia Press, the book offers a fascinating history of the area and
information valuable for novice or experienced paddlers as well
as fishermen. Designed to educate river users, enhance their onriver experiences, and allow them to safely explore the river, each
guide includes an introduction and overview of the river, chapters
describing each river section with detailed maps and notes on
river access and points of interest; a compact natural history
guide featuring species of interest found along Georgia’s rivers,
notes on safety and boating etiquette, a fishing primer, and notes
on organizations working to protect the river. You can buy the
guidebook by calling us at 706-549-4508.
The Chattahoochee River and Broad River User’s Guides will be
released next.

Explore the Ancient
Giants of the Altamaha
Join us on November 16 for our final Hidden Gem paddling event in
2013 in partnership with Off Grid Expeditions, Rivers Alive & Altamaha
Riverkeeper. The paddle will take place between 10 am – 5 pm in Darien,
GA. An after party featuring a seafood buffet at Skippers Fish Camp
follows the paddle. Not only will there be an awe-inspiring presentation
about the history of this majestic section of the Altamaha river - but also
fascinating presentations on the wildlife that resides here and ways that
you can get involved in water quality monitoring and river cleanups in
your community. A great opportunity to paddle with your family and
friends and visit this beautiful hidden gem.
Sign up and learn more at https://altamaha-unveiling.eventbrite.com.

Paddle Georgia
2014 is
coming!

P

addle Georgia 2014
will mark the 10 year
anniversary of Paddle
Georgia! Paddlers will revisit the
Chattahoochee River on June 21-27 from
Buford Dam to Franklin. Registration will
take place in February.

Clear impacts for
freshwater: Reflecting on two

decades of support for hydropower reform

F

or 20 years, Mott Foundation grantees helped nurture a
collaborative approach to preventing and repairing the
negative environmental effects of hydropower dams. This
new article explores that work and its impacts on improved water quality,
restoration of aquatic habitat and increased support for environmental
protection: http://bit.ly/166R9k5
In this engaging Q&A, Sam Passmore, director of Mott’s Environment
Program, discusses the impacts of the Foundation’s 20 years of grantmaking in
the area of hydropower dam relicensing; the value of that work in informing
efforts to address the global challenges of freshwater resources; and Mott’s
ongoing interests in the area of freshwater conservation: http://bit.ly/1cmFyy5

Help Us Raise $26,000
for Georgia’s Rivers
After our extremely successful $1,000 donor-match
challenge last year (which raised over $20,000 for
river protection) and upon hearing GRN’s ambitious
goals for 2013, many of last year’s $1000 donors
agreed to donate $1000 or more again this year, if
their donation is matched by a new $1000 donation.
$13,000 has already been pledged! Can you help us
secure these donations and double them by meeting
this challenge? This will be a dollar for dollar match.

EPD Needs to Protect Us From Liquid Hog Waste

H

og waste could flow in large quantities
in your watershed if the Georgia Board
of Natural Resources accepts the
Environmental Protection Division’s (EPD)
proposed changes that would significantly
weaken rules and regulations for large hog
operations in Georgia.
In the 1990s, the DNR Board understood that large-scale
industrial hog operations produced a liquid waste-stream
that required additional safegaurds to protect property
owners, communities and our rivers an streams. In response
to public input, the Board created specific regulations to
protect Georgians and prevent the kinds of mega hog
pollution problems found elsewhere. Unfortunately, in
2012, the Board weakened
rules for all concentrated
animal feeding operations
in Georgia. Now, EPD is
asking the DNR Board
to revise the hog rules to
further weaken regulations
meant to protect Georgians,
our communities, property
and clean water.
The rollback will allow
industrial hog operations
with up to 12,500 hogs
to no longer be subject to
common-sense safeguards.
Liquid hog waste is a
problem because the
amount of manure-waste
produced by one hog
can equal four times the
amount produced by
a human. Thus, a hog
operation with up to
12,500 hogs could produce
about the same amount of waste as a population of 50,000
people (roughly the population of Valdosta) but hog waste is
concentrated and untreated, unlike sewage from cities where
human waste is treated.
Mega hog operations also present significant risks to public
health. According to a Johns Hopkins’ study, people who live
near hog operations and fields sprayed with hog waste are at
risk of developing infections that are resistant to commonly
prescribed antibiotics. Hog waste presents particularly high
pollution risks and has a history of contaminating rivers in
the South.

North Carolina illustrates why strong protections must be
put in place around large hog operations. Beginning in the
mid-1990s, a series of heavy rain storms and hurricanes
compromised open waste lagoons full of waste generated by
thousands of animals. Dozens of lagoons failed and poured
millions gallons of liquid manure into the six coastal river
systems. Millions of fish were killed and thousands of acres
of coastal wetlands were closed to fishermen. The waste also
seeped into private drinking water wells.
Recent events make North Carolina’s history relevant for
Georgia’s future. The Virginia-based Smithfield Foods is the
nation’s biggest hog grower and pork producer. Smithfield
provides pigs, feed, hormones, antibiotics and financing to
contracted hog producers who house the animals and manage
the waste stream until the
hogs head to a processing
plant. On September 26,
2013, Smithfield finalized
a $4.7 billion deal, selling
the company to the
Chinese-based Shuanghui
International. Shuanghui
wants to “quickly ramp
up pork exports from the
U.S.” to China and further
“accelerate Smithfield’s
global expansion.”
But after decades of water
pollution, hog producing
requirements in North
Carolina are now more
restrictive and therefore
the hog growing business
cannot get any bigger there
without implementing
expensive and appropriate
waste management
technology. Because North
Carolina’s hog operations are unlikely to expand and because
of Smithfield’s sale, Georgia’s proposed and weakened hog
producing regulations could open the door to massive
production of Chinese owned hogs in Georgia for export.
If you want to learn more and participate in the public
comment process, go to our Georgia Water Wire blog
(http://gawaterwire.wordpress.com) to find more
information and learn how to get involved.

Group Spotlight: Satilla Riverkeeper

F

ive months into her new job as the new
Satilla Riverkeeper, Ashby Nix says, “You know
what my favorite part of this job is so far? Talking to
people who care so much for this river. There are so many
of them! Knowing they’re there makes what I do a whole lot
easier.”
The Satilla is certainly lovable—the blackwater river drains
4,000 square miles of watershed from just north and east
of Douglas, 235 miles east to the Atlantic Ocean between
Cumberland and Jekyll Islands. Its beautiful sugary white
beaches and dramatic dark waters put the Satilla on the top of
the list of places in Georgia that must be seen to be believed.
Even so, this little river has big river problems, which keep
Ashby busy.

“We want to let people know we are here, to address some of
the problems, and to be of service. We want to grow a cleaner
environment for the future of our watershed. We want people
not to have to think: ‘Is this water okay to swim in?’ or ‘Is
this fish okay to eat?’ We always demand fishable, drinkable,
swimmable water, along with being ideal for canoeing and
kayaking, too. It’s your right to demand that. Water is
therapeutic and good for your soul, and rich or poor, in this
part of the world, many of us can enjoy a variety of river views.
And people who live further inland do not recreate at the
beach; rivers are their destinations.”
Thanks to Ashby Nix, Satilla Riverkeeper and Paisley
Magazine’s profile of Ashby for the content of this article.

She’s a great person for the job. For starters, Ashby might be
new to the Satilla Riverkeeper organization, but she’s plenty
familiar with the Georgia coast. Her father and mother are
from south Georgia ( Jesup and Brunswick, respectively)
and she worked as an intern for the Brunswick office of the
GADNR while an undergrad at Mercer, and worked for
a couple of years at the UGA Marine Institute on Sapelo
Island. She has a background in the issues facing a river like
the Satilla, having focused on wetland science in her Masters in
Environmental Science from Louisiana State University.
And what has the new Satilla Riverkeeper been doing since
she started in May? Mostly finding out what needs her
attention first! She has been learning what activities and sites
are affecting the watershed by meeting with the people who
can give her the best information, taking tours of factories and
waste water treatment plants, attending and planning events to
engage the public like meet-and-greets, recreational paddles,
and trash clean-ups.
In fact, this fall, she and Off Grid Expeditions organized a
cleanup in which 5000 pounds of trash was cleaned-up from
the river by 50 volunteers. The event was so successful that
volunteers demanded another cleanup on a particularly littered
section of the river—and 40 people have already signed up!
But Rome wasn’t built in a day, and for now the Satilla
Riverkeeper’s goals for the small watershed remain manageable
and exciting:

Satilla Riverkeeper, Ashby Nix

1% For the Planet Partner
Georgia River Network is
a 1% for the Planet nonprofit partner. Over 1200
companies are giving
1% of their profits to
organizations in the network
that are committed to
creating a healthy planet.
Learn more at www.
onepercentfortheplanet.org.

GRN Wish List
GRN is looking for the following new or gently used items for our office: a picnic table or concrete outdoor
patio set and tablecloths for events. Email info@garivers.org or call 706-549-4508 if you would like to
donate any of these items.

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
Nov. 16, 2013: Altamaha River
Watershed Hidden Gems Paddle with
Off Grid Expeditions, Rivers Alive &
Altamaha Riverkeeper
April 5-6,2014: Weekend for Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center in
Roswell
May 30-June 2, 2014: National
River Rally 2014, Pittsburgh, PA
June 21-27, 2014:
Paddle Georgia 10th Anniversary on
the Chattahoochee River

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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