Fall 2011

CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

Georgia Water Coalition Names “Dirty Dozen”
Exposing the 12 Worst Offenses to GA’s Water

E

arlier this month, the Georgia Water
Coalition (GWC) named its “Dirty Dozen”
for 2011, exposing the worst offenses to
Georgia’s water. The list includes the sites of several large
fish kills in recent months including the Ogeechee River, Brier
Creek, and Commissioner Creek.
Georgia River Network is a partner in the GWC,
which is a consortium of more than 180 conservation and
environmental organizations, hunting and fishing groups,
businesses, and faith-based organizations representing more
than 300,000 Georgians.
The “Dirty Dozen” is a call to action for Georgia’s citizens
and its leaders. Each of the Dirty Dozen are clear examples
of a much larger problem - a system that is failing to protect
our water, our fish and wildlife and our communities. Funding
cuts to Georgia’s Environmental Protection Division (EPD)
and a lack of political will to aggressively enforce state and
federal environmental laws and implement state policy are
identified as the cause.
Since 2008, EPD has seen its funding slashed by 44
percent, on the heels of steady cuts of around 40% since the
1980s, but cronyism also plays a part in the agency’s failure to
enforce laws.
At least half of the 18 citizens serving on the Governorappointed DNR Board, which oversees EPD, have ties to
business interests that are directly or indirectly regulated by
EPD; yet there are no full-time environmental advocates,
scientists or biologists serving on the board. Even the current
EPD Director, Allen Barnes, was previously a partner at a law
firm that represents regulated industries, some of which are
on the Dirty Dozen list.
The full report details the history of each site and provides
solutions to correct these ongoing pollution problems and
eliminate threats. It is available online at: www.garivers.org/
gawater/dirtydozen.htm.
1. Ogeechee River: Polluter Devastates Ogeechee for Five
Years and Goes Undetected by EPD. For five years, King
America Finishing Co. (KAF) has discharged toxic substances
to the Ogeechee River without the state’s knowledge or

approval. Even while citizens complained to Georgia’s
Environmental Protection Division (EPD) about the plant’s
discharge, and while EPD personnel inspected the textile
manufacturing plant, the pollution continued unabated.
EPD’s failure to protect the Ogeechee led in May 2011 to the
death of an estimated 33,000 fish—the largest known fish kill
in state history.
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect and restore our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers

Board of Directors
Mr. John Branch
Ms. Cari Clark Phelps
Ms. Dorinda Dallmeyer
Mr. Mickey Desai
Mr. Bruno Giri
Mr. Gary Hopkins
Mr. Duncan Hughes
Ms. Becky Hulsey
Mr. Victor Johnson
Ms. Christine Rodick
Ms. Dee Stone
Ms. Julie Stuart
Staff
April Ingle

Executive Director

Jesslyn Shields

Watershed Support Coordinator

Dana Skelton

Director of Administration & Outreach

Davin Welter

Development Director
Georgia River Network is a
501(c)3 non‐profit organization.
Contributions are fully
tax‐deductible.

Dirty Dozen continued...
2. Altamaha River: Rayonier Pulp Mill Discharge Destroys Fisheries. For over
a half century Rayonier’s Jesup pulp mill has discharged noxious waste into the
state’s largest river, the Altamaha, that fouls the river for miles, completely altering its
character by turning the water black and pulpy and emitting a rancid odor. Fishermen
catch seemingly healthy fish only to find them reeking of nauseating pulp mill odors
when they begin to clean them.
3. Savannah River: Costly Harbor Dredging Wrecks Savannah River Estuary.
Harbor deepening projects on the Savannah during the past century have destroyed
two-thirds of the 12,000 acres of important wetlands in the Savannah River National
Wildlife Refuge. Now, the Georgia Ports Authority and EPD are supporting a harbor
deepening plan that will allow saltwater to push further up the Savannah River,
irreversibly degrading river ecosystems. The project is expected to destroy another 20
percent of the remaining refuge wetlands, vastly increase the cost of clean drinking
water in Savannah and place several fish species in further jeopardy. Meanwhile, the
$600 million taxpayer project is not predicted to increase commerce at Savannah’s
port or create any new jobs.
4. Chattahoochee River: Critical Minimum Flow Neglected at Atlanta. In the
1970s, EPD established a minimum flow standard of 750 cubic feet per second (cfs)
in the Chattahoochee at Peachtree Creek to dilute discharges from sewage treatment
plants in metro Atlanta and protect the health of the river. EPD has never provided
real-time monitoring at this critical location, however, making compliance impossible
to verify. In addition, EPD has not conducted a comprehensive, scientific study to
confirm that the 750 cfs flow standard established more than 30 years ago is still
adequate to protect Georgia’s most heavily-used river, particularly in light of growing
demands placed on the waterway.
5. Shoal Creek and Flat Creek: Unnecessary Reservoirs Threaten Downstream
Communities, Endangered Species and Public Coffers. With a combined
construction price of nearly $1 billion, the Glades Reservoir in Hall County and the
Shoal Creek Reservoir in Dawson County illustrate what is wrong with Georgia’s
strategy to “drought proof ” metro Atlanta. Glades Reservoir involves building a dam
to create an amenity lake for a residential development masquerading as a water
supply reservoir. It will siphon massive quantities of water from the Chattahoochee
River immediately upstream of Lake Lanier. The Shoal Creek project would destroy
the last stronghold of federally protected fish species found nowhere else in the world
and would deplete the Etowah River through a massive water transfer to
continued on page 6

Discover Georgia’s Rivers - Paddle 12 Different
Rivers in 2012

G

eorgia River Network is encouraging river
lovers to celebrate Georgia’s rivers – from wild
places to urban waterways – by paddling 12
rivers in 2012. Set your New Year’s resolution to get outside,
get active and get to know your home state. Georgia’s rivers offer a
variety of experiences including family friendly afternoon paddles,
riverside hikes, exciting whitewater and blackwater experiences.
The goal of Paddle 12 in 2012 is to promote Georgia’s growing
water trail movement and the Georgia Water Trails Website that
GRN launched in summer of 2011. People can use the website
to identify water trails to paddle, locate outfitters, find organized
paddling trips or plan their own trip. You’ll find the the 12 in
2012 project page at http://www.garivers.org/experience-your-river/experience-your-river/150.html.

Georgia Water Trails Website
Use the website to identify water trails to paddle, locate outfitters, find organized paddling trips or
plan your own trip. Visit http://garivers.org/gwtc/

Save the Date: Weekend for Rivers

J

oin Georgia River Network on March 31-April 1, 2012 at the Chattahoochee Nature Center in
Roswell, Georgia for Weekend for Rivers, GRN’s Annual Conference and River Celebration event
that gives us all a chance to celebrate Georgia’s unique, beautiful rivers through storytelling,
partying and paddling!
Join us March 31st for a day of inspiration, education and connections with folks who are as passionate about Georgia’s rivers
as you are! The day will include river-lovers of all kinds expressing their passion for rivers in short, inspiring presentations and
interactive forums that will paint a broad picture of the state of Georgia’s rivers and the people who protect, enjoy, and honor
them. We not only want you to attend – we want you to participate! Look for a call for proposals later this month – this is
your opportunity to share how you protect, enjoy or honor our waterways – and express it the way you want – with a speech,
photography, poetry, music, art, however you want – the only rule: no boring Power Points!
In the evening, we’ll have a ton of fun at our annual River
Celebration Party and then we’ll camp at the Chattahoochee
Nature Center, Paddle Georgia-style (or you can head home
or to a near-by hotel), wake up the next morning and paddle
a 9-mile stretch of the beautiful Chattahoochee River! The
perfect way to experience what people love about the popular,
annual week-long Paddle Georgia event. The experience will
be as close to the real thing as possible (right down to the bus
shuttles, the gym camping and the Satterfield’s catering) for
the uninitiated as well as for all you Paddle Georgia fanatics
who regularly plead with us to plan more than one event each
year. Thanks go to Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, who
lead popular trips and events on the ‘Hooch all the time, in
supporting us on the paddle.
So put Weekend for Rivers on your calendar and look for
registration to open mid-January, 2012!
Elizabeth Hughes shows off a rain barrel that was in the auction.

Grassroots Spotlight:
Oconee Charrette

T

he UGA School of Environment & Design
hosted students, faculty, and local
professionals in a weekend design
charrette (fancy way to say design meeting), over
Halloween weekend, to design a water trail for a section
of the Oconee River in Athens. A public input session
informed the design and students and faculty presented their
plans to the community at the end of the weekend. The
plans will be packaged into a report in the coming months.
For more information, contact Jennifer Lewis, UGA Public
Service Projects Coordinator, at jmlewis@uga.edu or 706369-5885.

Pratt Cassity of the UGA School of Environment and Design leads a
discussion with students.

GRN Welcomes Davin Welter

G

eorgia River Network welcomes Davin Welter as our new
Development Director. A native of Augusta, Georgia, Davin is a
graduate of Furman University. Following graduation, he worked for
the United States Supreme Court and for Senator Sam Nunn (D-GA) in his
Washington, DC office. Davin has worked in higher education fundraising for
the Medical College of Georgia, Georgia Southern University, Furman University,
and the University of Georgia. He was the Station Manager of WUGA, 91.7
and 97.9 FM in Athens, GA for several years. Davin was a member of the
2006 class of Leadership Georgia and of the 2000 class of Leadership Athens.
Currently, he serves as the Treasurer of the Oconee River Land Trust and as a
deacon at Milledge Avenue Baptist Church. Davin has served as the President
of the Foundation for Excellence in Public Education in Clarke County and
of the Kiwanis Club of Athens and was on the board of Georgia Options in
Community Living and the Furman University Alumni Association Board of
Directors. He has received certification for the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator
and for the State of Georgia Real Estate License. Davin participated in a Rotary
Group Study Exchange Program to Switzerland and has traveled to Haiti with
Bethlehem Ministries. In his spare time, Davin enjoys canoeing, kayaking,
reading, hiking, playing cards, and politics.

Paddle Georgia 2012
June 16-22, 2012 on the Altamaha River
From Joe Cook’s Blog Post on Scouting the River at
http://garivernetwork.wordpress.com/ : The Altamaha River is a river of
superlatives. Though just 135 miles long, the Altamaha is Georgia’s biggest
river (in terms of volume). Some called it Georgia’s Amazon—as much for the
abundance of wildlife as for its impressive flow. The Nature Conservancy has
deemed it one of the 75 last great places on Earth. The scouting of the Altamaha,
and perhaps the Ohoopee, will continue this fall. Check back for more news
on Paddle Georgia 2012. Registration opens in February 2012 at http://www.
garivers.org/paddle_georgia/

Join us in Going GREEN!
Printing quarterly newsletters consumes paper and time.
We can be more efficient in delivering our programs through
relying on e-mail, our website, and social networking tools.
You can help by making the switch, too.
If you are reading this in print, but want to receive an
electronic copy instead, LET US KNOW by e-mailing
info@garivers.org or calling 706‐549‐4508.
For our electronic subscribers, each quarterly issue of
Confluence is e-mailed to you and archived on our website.

GWC 10 Year
Anniversary
Celebration

T

he first Saturday in
November, over 100
people gathered at the
Georgia Wildlife Federation’s
Alcovy Conservation Center in
Covington to celebrate the 10 year
anniversary of the Georgia Water
Coalition. Over 180 groups are
now members of the coalition. The
celebration was an opportunity to
recognize the people and the work
that has led to protections of Georgia’s
waterways over the last 10 years. The
2011 Dirty Dozen report was also
unveiled and participants enjoyed good
food and good company.

Photo by Sally Bethea

Become a River Partner
Our River Partners join together to make monthly
contributions to support Georgia River Network’s programs.
With your monthly support we can invest more of our
resources where they bring the highest returns for future
generations. Start your monthly gift today by visiting
www.garivers.org and clicking on DONATE.
As a River Partner…
• You strengthen Georgia River Network with your steady,
reliable support.
• You and GRN use less paper.
• You decide how much to give.
• You save time and trouble—no need to write checks.
• You receive special updates on our work.
• You have direct contact with GRN staff.
• You decide when to raise, lower or stop your gifts.
Thank you for considering this unique opportunity to step
up to a critical leadership role in supporting Georgia River
Network’s efforts to protect and restore Georgia’s rivers.

Dirty Dozen continued
Metro Atlanta, depriving Lake Allatoona and downstream
communities of critical water flows.
6. Oconee & Ogeechee Rivers: Speculative Coal Plant
Permitted Even Though it is Unneeded and Will Harm
Water, Air and Fisheries. Airborne mercury from coal-fired
power plants is the leading cause of mercury contamination
in fish in south Georgia streams. In fact, fish in most south
Georgia streams contain mercury in high enough levels to
cause birth defects in babies whose mothers eat too many
of these fish and state
advisories encourage
residents to limit
consumption of these
fish. Still, EPD has
issued permits for
a speculative coalfired power plant in
Washington County
that will not only spew
more mercury to our
air and water, but will
also deplete flows on the
already-stressed Oconee
River.

of more than 200,000 acres of wetlands throughout South
Georgia to increase timber production and agricultural yields
and usher in development. These wetlands that captured
water and slowly released it to streams no longer perform that
important function resulting in increased floods and record
low flows—and ultimately a sharp reduction in the harvest of
crabs and brown shrimp in Georgia’s coastal waters.

10. Broad River: Waste Disposal “Farm” Fouls the Broad
River. Just upstream from popular Clarks Hill Lake and
one of North Georgia’s
favorite paddling paths
on the Broad River,
Broad River Valley
Farms each week spreads
approximately 30 tractor
trailer loads of waste—
including livestock
excrement, animal parts
and grease to its 800
acres of land adjacent
to the Broad River.
Neighbors have been
chased from their homes
because of the stench,
and rains wash the waste
directly into the river.
Rayonier discharges into the Altamaha River.

7. Flint River: Flint
River Sucked Dry as
EPD Allows Too Many Withdrawals. Since 1980, low flows
on the upper Flint River have declined 50-70 percent; while
flows on the lower Flint have dropped by around 30 percent.
Today, summertime flows are routinely so low you can’t
even float a kayak down the upper reaches of this river, and
several major tributaries in the lower Flint completely dry up.
The Flint is being sucked dry by EPD’s permitting practices
for municipal drinking water, agricultural withdrawals and
interbasin transfers.
8. Coastal Wetlands: Docks in Georgia’s Tidal Wetlands
Spoil the “Marshes of Glynn.” The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Georgia’s Coastal Resources Division (CRD) and
the Governor-appointed Coastal Marshlands Protection
Committee have permitted the construction of thousands
of docks in Georgia’s 450,000 acres of tidal marshes. These
docks can stretch for hundreds of yards into the marshes
and often alter and kill marsh vegetation, turning these
productive wetlands and habitat for nearly 70 percent of
marine species into barren mud flats.
9. South Georgia Wetlands: Four Decades of Ditches
Dry Out South Georgia Wetlands. Since the 1970s, state
and federal regulatory agencies have allowed the destruction

11. Brier & Commissioner Creeks: Fish Dying In Kaolin
Country and EPD Doesn’t Know Why. In September and
October, two middle Georgia creeks--Commissioner Creek
in Wilkinson County and Brier Creek in Burke County
- began changing color and shortly thereafter more than
10,000 fish perished. To date, EPD has not identified the
cause of the fish kills, but the incidents both have one thing
in common—they occurred in the heart of Georgia’s kaolin
country and both creeks receive wastewater from kaolin
mines or processing facilities.
12. Coosa River: Coal-fired Power Plant’s Water
Withdrawal and Heated Water Discharge Threaten River’s
Health. In the late summer, when residents turn up their air
conditioners and the Coosa River is at its lowest, Georgia
Power’s Plant Hammond burns coal to keep residents cool—
and withdraws up to 590 million gallons a day from the river.
During times of drought the river literally flows upstream
at the plant’s intake pipes. The water is discharged back to
the river at higher temperatures that degrade water quality
because it is one of a handful of old power plants that still
uses out-dated cooling methods.
This list is a call to action. Contact your legislators and tell
them to protect our rivers, lakes, and streams.

River Heroes: Alicia Evans and Joey Giunta

T

“unusual” is going to happen to somebody on Paddle Georgia,
here are a lot of faces we’re glad to see
it’s going to happen to one of Joey and Alicia’s kids. Like last
each year in mid-June at Paddle Georgia
year a snake dropped out of a tree into one boy’s canoe, which
registration, but some of our favorites are
has never happened to anyone in the history of the trip! But
the perpetually smiling Alicia Evans and Joey
Joey played it cool, and by the end of the day the boy had
Giunta. Each year Joey and Alicia volunteer their time
gotten so much attention and so many pats on the back that
to bring a group of kids from underserved neighborhoods
he seemed almost glad it happened to him.
all over Georgia on the trip. Let me clarify: these two are
But other times, nothing unusual is happening—the kids
environmental educators with the Chattahoochee Nature
just can’t sleep or they got in an argument or one of them got
Center in Roswell, but they don’t get paid to do this—they
too much sun on the river and needs to drink some water.
do it because they love it and because they’re awesome people.
And those kids can count on
That’s why they’re our River
Alicia to sit in the middle of the
Heroes!
gymnasium floor after lights out
So, imagine being 11
with a headlamp on, keeping
years old and away from your
them quiet and entertained
parents for a whole week with
with a Costco-sized bag of Sour
ten other kids you don’t know.
Patch Kids.
You’ve never been canoeing
Alicia and Joey are one of
and maybe never even been
the reasons Paddle Georgia is
camping before. Paddle
such a success every year. The
Georgia is an experience
Chattahoochee Nature Center
you’re going to remember
kids bring a lot of joy and
for your entire life and it’s
energy and hilarity to everyone,
important to us at Georgia
and their enthusiasm is palpable
River Network that it’s a good
from the time they walk into
one! That’s where our River
registration to the moment they
Heroes come in.
paddle up to the boat ramp
Joey and Alicia show up
on the final day, smiling and
at registration day of Paddle
exhausted. As Nichelle, one of
Georgia with a dozen or so
Joey and Alicia’s kids said, “this
nervous-looking kids in tow.
week on the river has been a
While some nervous adult
joy to me. I have experienced
newcomers have admitted
things I thought I could never
to going out to their car on
experience in my life. It was the
that first evening to sit in a
biggest challenge I have ever
familiar place by themselves,
encountered. I enjoyed every
Joey and Alicia’s kids don’t
part of this trip and I feel like a
have that luxury, so they need
totally different person.”
some smiling, understanding,
Thanks, Joey and Alicia for
funny, intuitive adults around
making Nichelle’s—and dozens
to help them adjust to all the
of other kids’—experience
new experiences they’re about
on the river great. You’re our
to have.
New experiences abound
heroes!
at Paddle Georgia, and we
Alicia paddles in her signature big hat (above). Joey (far right) hangalways joke that if something
ing out with the kids on Paddle Georgia in 2011

Volunteer With Your Local River Group
Visit our website at www.garivers.org/protect-your-river/discover-a-local-river-group.html

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
March 11, 2012
Wild & Scenic Film Festival
Atlanta
March 31- April 1, 2012
Weekend for Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center
Roswell, GA
See page 3.
June 16-22, 2012
Paddle Georgia 2012
Altamaha River
Registration opens in February.

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero  $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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