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CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

2014 GRN Challenge - 14 in 14 Finishers

G

eorgia River Network challenged Georgians
to get out and protect, restore, learn
about, recreate and volunteer on Georgia’s
rivers with friends and family by attending 14
river related events in 2014. Georgia River Network
is immensely proud of the eleven people who successfully
completed the 14 in 2014 Georgia River Challenge: Marie
Short, Anne Ledbetter, Tamela Mills, Patrick Phelps, Kane
Mills, Cindy Wolfe, Emily Strickland, Janet Pearson, Chris
Thompson, and Lonny & Rhonda Martin.
In order to complete the 14 in 14 Challenge participants had
to attend 14 events/activities from at least 5 of the following
categories: hike, arts, paddle, cleanup, advocacy, monitoring,
fundraiser, water trail, conference, annual meeting,
membership.
All 14 in 2014 finishers will be recognized at the GRN Party
and Fundraiser event: Brews, Boats and BBQ for Better
Rivers 2015 at Sweetwater Brewery on February, 8th 2015!
Check out all of the Challenger’s 14 in 2014 activities and
events at http://garivers.org/news/440-grn-challenge.html.
Photos: Below: Chris Thompson, Top Right: Emily
Strickland at Savannah Riverkeeper Fundraiser, Bottom
Right: Anne Ledbetter
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect, restore and enjoy our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers
• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers
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Paddle Georgia Registration
Opens in February

P

addle Georgia will be held June 20-26 on the Ogeechee River.
Registration opens February 10.

Priority Registration: Jan. 27-Feb. 6: Priority registration is for those who raised $300 or
more in Canoe-A-Thon donations in 2014. A registration code is needed from Georgia
River Network to complete registration.
Regular Registration: Feb. 10 and Feb 19: The remaining spaces will be opened on a first
come first served basis. Half of the spaces will be released on Feb 10, and the remaining
spaces will be made available on Feb 19. We will open spaces at 8am eastern time on those
dates. Both thru and lite spaces will be handled this way.
Due to rising costs for transportation, online registration and credit card services and other
expenses associated with producing Paddle Georgia, registration fees have increased this
year. We make every effort to keep registration fees as low as possible yet still generate
adequate funds to support the important work that GRN accomplishes. Remember, every
dollar of registration fees that GRN does not spend producing Paddle Georgia goes directly
toward protecting the rivers you love to paddle!
Registration fees for Paddle Georgia 2015
$425 Adults
$230 Children (8-17)
$30 Children (7 & under)
Registration fees for Paddle Georgia Lite
$120 Adults
$70 Children (8-17)
$15 Children (7 & under)
Visit http://www.garivers.org/paddle_georgia/pgregister.html for details.

2015 Legislative Priorities

G

eorgia River Network continues to advocate
for clean water. The General Assembly was
gaveled into session on January 12, 2015. GRN—as
a member of the Georgia Water Coalition—is working on
a number of important legislative priorities that will affect
clean water, the health of our rivers and Georgia’s vital natural
resources. The two biggest priorities: permanent protections
for a coastal marsh buffer and well water in drinking water
aquifers.
On Earth Day 2014, the Georgia Environmental Protection
Division (EPD) announced it would no longer enforce a
decade-old policy that required a 25-foot no-build-zone or
“buffer” along Georgia’s marshes, freshwater wetlands and
some streams. Since April 2014, GWC members, staff from
EPD and Georgia’s Coastal Resources Division, and other
stakeholders have worked together to draft legislation that
would restore protections for Georgia’s marshes.
Now we ask our legislators to introduce a bill adopting our
language to strengthen the Erosion and Sedimentation Act.
Without protective buffers, all of Georgia’s waters are at risk
of increased impairment due to erosion and sedimentation
from land clearing activities immediately adjacent to those
waters. Our statewide buffer safeguards are critical in
protecting Georgia coastal marshes, rivers, streams and
freshwater wetlands, which are home to the shrimp, oysters,
fish, and game that fuel Georgia’s hunting, fishing, and
tourism economies. The General Assembly provided for
buffers in the law on all state waters to ensure downstream
property rights, values and owners are protected while
preserving fish, wildlife and clean drinking water sources for
downstream communities.
Our second major priority is to advocate for a ban on the
use of aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) in our drinkingwater aquifers. ASR is a technology where chemically
treated surface water – or ground water from one aquifer

– is pumped into another aquifer for storage. Pumping
chemically-treated water underground presents threats to
all of Georgia’s aquifers, and can lead to increased levels of
arsenic that exceed drinking water quality standards. The
GWC supports SB 36—a bill introduced during the first
week of the 2015 session—that will protect drinking water
from the injection of chemically treated water.
For a decade between 1999 and 2009, the General Assembly
repeatedly banned the ASR practice to protect drinking
water in Georgia’s coastal region. In January 2014, Senator
William Ligon sponsored a bill to permanently extend that
moratorium. Unfortunately, Senate Natural Resources and
Environment committee chair Ross Tolleson did not allow a
committee vote on that bill. The moratorium expired on July
1, 2014.
Aside from the environmental risks, ASR is also expensive,
has been oversold and does not work. A 2013 nationwide
survey of 204 ASR sites found 26 percent of the sites have
been “functionally abandoned” or are inactive. Only 37
percent of the surveyed sites were actually operational. (The
remaining 37% are in testing and study phases.) In Florida,
only 22 of 54 ASR sites are active. Only 40 percent of
Florida’s ASR sites are fully functional. To date, a total of
43 wells have been abandoned or operations suspended for
reasons including arsenic mobilization, excessive operational
costs, or the inability to recover the “stored” or ‘banked’ water.
GRN members can stay up to date on proposals impacting
clean water, the health of our rivers and Georgia’s vital natural
resources by signing-up to receive Georgia Environmental
Action Network (GEAN) action alerts throughout the
legislative session. Membership in the GEAN is free and
allows you to easily contact your senator, representative or
other decision maker via e-mail when an important vote is
scheduled. Please visit www.protectgeorgia.net.

Sign Up With GEAN To Receive Action Alerts
Georgia’s 2015 legislative session is underway! GRN members can stay up to date on proposals impacting
clean water, the health of our rivers and Georgia’s vital natural resources by signing-up TO RECEIVE
GEORGIA ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION NETWORK ACTION ALERTS throughout the legislative session. Membership
in the Georgia Environmental Action Network (GEAN) is free and allows you to easily contact your senator,
representative or other decision maker via e-mail when an important vote is scheduled. Go to www.
protectgeorgia.net to sign up!

Donor Will Match New Monthly Donations

G

eorgia River Network has exciting news to
share; thanks to an incredibly generous
matching donation,
together we can triple
your donation and the
impact on protecting all of
Georgia’s rivers.
Here’s how it works: when
you sign up for a new monthly
recurring donation, a generous
anonymous donor will match
your initial gift 200%. For
example, if you sign up to give
$15 a month, our matching
donor will give GRN $30 a
month for the rest of our fiscal
year.
Photo of staff by Russell Oliver

We know that healthy rivers
throughout Georgia are important to you and we are grateful
for your past support. I hope you will consider taking

advantage of this great matching opportunity that will make a
significant impact for river protection.
It only takes a few minutes to
set up a recurring donation.
Go to our website (www.
garivers.org) and click on
our large red donate button.
Then select the amount you
want to give monthly (or type
it in the “other” section) and
then select “Monthly” under
donation frequency. Provide
your payment information and
you’re done. One donation,
three times the impact!
Thank you for making all
of Georgia’s rivers a priority
in 2015, and remember, YOUR
RIVERS are our #1 priority.

Join Us for Capitol Conservation Day
Join us for the Georgia Water Coalition’s Capitol Conservation Day on Feb. 18, 2015.
While there you can meet with your state legislators and tell them what you expect
them to achieve during the 2015-2016 sessions. The day will begin at 8:00 a.m.
with complimentary continental breakfast in Central Presbyterian Church’s Tull Hall,
located across Washington Street from the Capitol. During breakfast, there will be a
presentation on the most critical conservation bills in the General Assembly. Following
the informational session, the group will go to the Capitol around 9:30 a.m. for a group
photograph to be taken at the bottom of the Capitol North stairs. After the group
photograph you will have time to call upon your legislators. Lunch will be on your
own at either the “Sloppy” Floyd Building across Piedmont Avenue/MLK Drive or in the
Capitol snack bar. Either before or after lunch, you will report to a debriefing room
where you can share details of your visit. Please contact Tally Sweat with questions:
tallys@bellsouth.net
Please register online via Eventbrite: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2015-gwc-capitolconservation-day-registration-15421054790

2015 Hidden Gems
Save the date for excursions to rediscover some of the hidden gems
on Georgia’s waterways. Each one-day river trip includes lunch and
presentations along the route, ranging from natural history and water
quality testing to cultural history and river cleanups.
May 17: Middle Oconee River – Bubbling Shoals, Rocky Outcrops &
Historic Mills - Paddle along one of the Classic city’s secluded gems.
Aug 22: South River – From Urban Wasteland to Wet & Wild Oasis
Go with the flow and explore this nearly forgotten beauty.
Nov 14: Ochlockonee River – Tea-Stained Waters, Cypress Knees &
Rich Wildlife Diversity - Discover this majestic river in the Red Hills of
Southwest Georgia.

1% for the Planet Partner
Georgia River Network is a 1% for the Planet non-profit partner. Over 1200
companies are giving 1% of their profits to organizations in the network
that are committed to creating a healthy planet. Learn more at www.
onepercentfortheplanet.org.

Kayak Raffle Tickets!

GRN Wish List
GRN is looking for the following new or
gently used items for our office: a picnic
table or concrete outdoor patio set, a
vacuum cleaner, rolls of Forever stamps,
a conference table, canoes and kayaks (sit
on top kayaks, receation kayaks, tandem
kayaks, and canoes - in good shape).
Email info@garivers.org or call 706-5494508 if you would like to donate any of
these items.

Purchase raffle tickets for a Tie-Dye, Rogue, Jackson
kayak from Outdside World Outfitters! This kayak
will be raffled off
at our 2nd Annual
Brews, Boats and
BBQ event (see
above). If the winner
is not present at
the event, he/she
will be responsible
for picking it
up at Outside
World Outfitters
in Dawsonville (471 Quill Drive, Dawsonville, GA
30534). To purchase raffle tickets for this kayak,
visit https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/
raffletickets/

GRN Supports Georgia Water Trail Groups

I

n 2014 Gwyneth Moody, Georgia River
Network’s Community Program Coordinator
provided technical assistance to water trail
groups throughout the state including the
Oconee Rivers Water Trails, Ochlockonee River
Water Trail and the Alapaha River Water Trail.
GRN also assisted the Yellow River Water Trail in becoming
an established water trail in June and continues to provide
support to Georgia’s water trail groups.
This assistance helps water trail groups fulfill the criteria
required for a trail to be considered ‘established’ by providing
planning and a framework in the areas of: funding, public
information (signage, maps, brochures, website), recreation
opportunities (increased public access), outreach, community
support (Resolutions of Support), conservation/restoration
(water quality monitoring and cleanups), trail maintenance
and education.
In 2015, Georgia River Network will continue to work with
the groups mentioned above as well as provide intensive
assistance to the South River Watershed Alliance (South
River Water Trail) and the Satilla Riverkeeper (Satilla River
Water Trail).
In addition, Georgia River Network maintains the Georgia
Water Trail website, which has a Clearinghouse of Georgia’s
developing and established water trails as well as a useful
Water Trails Toolkit that is chock-full of helpful resources.

Top: Broad River Water Trail Celebration; Middle: Porterdale Landing
Sign; Bottom: Yellow River Water Trail Ribbon Cutting

Brews, Boats & BBQ Party at Sweetwater
Join us February 8th in the Reel Room at the Sweewater Brewery from
5-8pm for a kickoff paddle party and fundraiser. Ticket includes: Live
DJ, SweetWater Brewery Tour, SweetWater Beer, SweetWater Pint
Glass, Great Food, Door Prizes AND... 1 complimentary raffle ticket
entry to win a kayak from our event sponsor Outdoor World Outfitters.
Visit our homepage at www.garivers.org to link to registration.

Group Spotlight: Chattahoochee Riverkeeper
Pioneers a Seamless Transition

L

eadership transitions can be difficult for an
organization—anybody who’s ever gotten
a new boss or been through leadership
turnover in their workplace knows that. So a year
and a half ago, when Chattahoochee riverkeeper
Sally Bethea, one of the most recognizable faces on Georgia’s
environmental scene for the past 20 years, announced her
impending retirement, everyone familiar with Sally and
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper (CRK) had to take a minute to get
used to the idea.
Because to some extent, the tone of every organization is set by
its leader; and it’s unlikely that two leaders will have the same
skills or ideas about how to best run an organization. And
Sally Bethea, who both founded and invested the bulk of her
career into an organization that became a thriving, influential
voice for the Chattahoochee River, wasn’t going to let some
transition glitches bring CRK down.
Which is why Bethea chose to hand-pick her successors—
Juliet Cohen, who has served as general counsel for six years as
executive director, and Jason Ulseth, CRK’s technical program
director of seven years, as Riverkeeper. And not only that,
Bethea spent a year and a half “[putting] a lot of hard work
into teaching us all the lessons she has learned over the past 20
years,” said Ulseth.
Bethea handed the reins to Cohen and Ulseth in December of
2014, and will now serve as a “very part-time” senior adviser
to the organization, she told Forsyth County News. She said
she hopes to lend a hand in developing a floating classroom on
West Point Lake near LaGrange.
Meanwhile, Chattahoochee Riverkeeper plans to start a threeyear campaign to expand the organization’s presence to include
an office in the river’s headwaters in Gainesville, and more
programs focused on the Middle Chattahoochee region.
“We have these great programs in metro Atlanta and on much
smaller scale in our satellite areas,” Ulseth said. “We know
they’re successful and that we can make an impact. We just
need more resources to make a bigger impact.”
And those robust programs were grown from seed by Bethea
herself, in 1994 when CRK was founded. Back in those days,
she served not only as Riverkeeper, but also executive director,
manager, fundraiser and program director for the organization.
Over the years, the group grew from its Atlanta main office to
satellite offices in Gainesville and LaGrange. The staff also grew

Top: Left to Rigth - Jason Ulseth, Sally Bethea, Juliet Cohen
Bottom: Left to Rigth: Juliet Cohen, Jason Ulseth

to 13 full- and part-time employees, as did the annual budget,
rising to $1.5 million—respectable by any charity’s standards.
“We have worked to ensure clean water laws are enforced and,
when necessary, go to court,” Bethea told the Forsyth County
News in December.
An organization as impactful and long-standing as CRK
deserves a thoughtful transition process, and that’s what Bethea
has provided: “I am more honored than words can express to
have served as the Chattahoochee Riverkeeper,” Bethea said
in a statement. “It seems like yesterday that we christened our
first patrol boat and starting pulling trash out of the river. Even
as I retire, I am excited to see what awaits CRK’s future as a
champion of our vital water resources.”
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Calendar of Events

Join Georgia River Network

February 8, 2015
Brews, Boats & BBQ Event
Sweetwater Brewery, Atlanta

Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast

February 18, 2015
Conservation Day at the Capitol

Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		

May 1-4, 2015
National River Rally
New Mexico

Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________

June 20-26, 2015
Paddle Georgia 2014
Ogeechee River

City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

September 19-20, 2015
Weekend For Rivers
Chattahoochee Nature Center in
Roswell

E-mail: ________________________________________________________

October 9-12, 2015
Fall Float on the Flint

Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605

Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________

We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.

GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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