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CO N F LUE N C E
Working To gether for H ealthy R ivers

After 900 Miles of GA Rivers, Flint Still Astounds

A

n excerpt from the Paddle Georgia Blog,by
Joe Cook: Another Paddle Georgia is in the books.
This year more than 370 people participated, covering
106 miles of the Flint River over seven days, and, as always,
having one great time.
I can’t remember when a river left me so astounded. The
Paddle Georgia Navy has now covered more than 900 miles
of Georgia rivers. In scouting for these various trips, the
Georgia River Network staff has logged at least another 2000
miles. With all these miles under our belts, you’d think you’ve
seen it all, but on the Flint each day held new surprises–
including surprises I have never before experienced on a river–
hummingbirds alighting on hands, bats swimming across the
river, barred owls posing in broad daylight, bone-numbingly
cold blue springs and unparalleled boat play never before
witnessed at Paddle Georgia.

shot more than 2700 photos during the week.
The Bainbridge Boat Basin was our final destination for
the week. There we celebrated what is arguably our best
Paddle Georgia ever–the largest with more than 370 people
participating and the most successful with more than $40,000
raised through the Canoe-a-thon. After a fish fry feast
provided by Flint Riverkeeper, we said our good byes. The end
is always bittersweet; it is hard to say good bye to a river and
the companionship and camaraderie that forms during the
week. Our hope is that each participant will carry a love for
continued on pg. 2

Someone asked me during this journey if after nine years the
routine had gotten stale (you’ve seen one river, you’ve seen
them all); I don’t think that is possible. In Georgia, we’re
blessed with more than 70,000 miles of river and streams. In
nine years, we’ve barely scratched the surface of all there is to
explore.
The Flint made that abundantly clear. I was so astounded I
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Working Together for Healthy Rivers
MISSION

Georgia River Network is working
to ensure a clean water legacy by
engaging and empowering Georgians
to protect, restore and enjoy our rivers
from the mountains to the coast.

GOALS
• Help citizens work together to
protect and restore their local rivers

Paddle Georgia continued
rivers back home and start a love affair with a stream in their backyard. Thus, the
journey never ends.
The rest of the blog entry, and additional photos, can be found at http://garivernetwork.
wordpress.com/2013/06/.
Thank You to Our Sponsors and Partners: Georgia Power; Hennessy Land Rover
Centres; Patagonia; Oglethorpe Power Corporation; StreamTechs; Stack and
Associates; Cedar Creek RV and Outdoor Center; Cellairis; Len Foote Hike Inn;
Chambliss, Sheppard, Roland & Baxter LLP; China Clay Producers Association; Kettle
Brand; Sea to Summit; The Outside World; Coca-Cola Refreshments; Organic Valley;
Half-Moon Outfitters; Carrier Transicold; Jackson Spalding; The Rainbarrel Depot;
Cafe Campesino. Partners: Georgia Canoe Association, Georgia Adopt–A–Stream,
Project WET, Flint Riverkeeper.

• Support local river groups and
citizens by helping build their
capacity to protect and restore their
rivers
• Work with citizens and local river
groups to advocate for strong,
responsible protections for Georgia’s
rivers
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GRN Photo Contest Winners January - May
‘2013 Monthly Photo Showcase and GRN Staff Pick
of the Month’ Each month GRN has a different theme and
invites you to send us a photo that you think best represents
the topic of the month. We showcase everyone’s photos on our
website and social media and one photo per month will receive
the illustrious title of ‘GRN Staff Pick of the Month’ and the
chosen photo’s author will receive a surprise token of gratitude.
We accept photo entries up until the third week of each month
and announce the winner the last week of each month.
Submit your photo entry to Gwyneth@garivers.org. For more
information, visit http://www.garivers.org/news/404-2013monthly-photo-showcase.html

Take the 2013 Paddle Challenge
Georgia River Network is encouraging river lovers to celebrate Georgia’s
rivers – from wild places to urban waterways – by taking 13 people paddling
in 2013 who might not otherwise go on their own. To join the list of paddlers
participating, send an email to gwyneth@garivers.org with your name and
address to sign up. When you have successfully completed the challenge of
taking 13 people paddling on Georgia’s rivers, who otherwise would not go
on their own, send in documentation including photos, stories, videos and/
or poems about the rivers you explored and with whom.

GRN Awards Turner Re-grants to Protect Rivers

T

hanks to support
from the Turner
Foundation, Georgia
River Network was
able to re-grant funds
to grassroots groups
protecting Georgia’s
rivers. Grants were awarded to
the following organizations:
Eleven applications totaling
$72,966 were received. Five
grantees were awarded a total of
$40,000.

3. Coosa River Basin Initiative
To analyze local water
conservation efforts, monitor land
development and water supply
development, and establish a fish
monitoring program.

1. Altamaha Riverkeeper
To continue work to improve
the revised NPDES waste water
permit for Rayonier.

5. West Atlanta Watershed
Association
To engage citizens in creating an
environmental justice analysis of
environmental and community
health conditions in the Proctor
Creek Watershed.

4. Ogeechee Riverkeeper
To appeal King America
Finishing’s permit, if issued as
written, and continue the Clean
Water Act citizen’s suit against
King America Finishing.

2. Chattooga Conservancy
To launch a Get the Dirt Out of
Stekoa Creek campaign.
Photo provided by Ogeechee Riverkeeper

Etowah River User’s Guide for Sale
The first in a series of Georgia River Network Guidebooks, the
“Etowah River User’s Guide,” authored by Joe Cook and published
in cooperation with Coosa River Basin Initiative, is an appealing and
handy look at the biologically diverse and beautiful Etowah River
in North Georgia. Printed on waterproof paper by the University of
Georgia Press, the book offers a fascinating history of the area and
information valuable for novice or experienced paddlers as well
as fishermen. Designed to educate river users, enhance their onriver experiences, and allow them to safely explore the river, each
guide includes an introduction and overview of the river, chapters
describing each river section with detailed maps and notes on
river access and points of interest; a compact natural history
guide featuring species of interest found along Georgia’s rivers,
notes on safety and boating etiquette, a fishing primer, and notes
on organizations working to protect the river. You can buy the
guidebook by calling us at 706-549-4508.
The Chattahoochee River and Broad River User’s Guides will be
released next.

Join GRN for the
Remaining 2013 Hidden
Gem Paddles
Sept. 7: Central Savannah Watershed Paddle in partnership with Georgia
Kayak Fishing-Paddle 4 Tomorrow & Savannah Riverkeeper
Nov. 16: Altamaha River Watershed Paddle in partnership with Off Grid
Expeditions, Rivers Alive & Altamaha Riverkeeper
Learn more and sign up at www.garivers.org.

Chattahoochee
Hidden Gems
River Trip

D

espite the 70% chance of
thunderstorms, the rain
bypassed us to the south,
creating a misty and majestic
paddling experience on this
Hidden Gem experience on the
Chattahoochee River in May.
Chelsea Hopkins, Bonny Putney, Jason
DuPont, Alicia Evans, Erica Weaver,
Na’Taki Osborne & Sally Bethea gave
fantastic presentations during the
trip. Participants were inspired to get
involved and join in river restoration and
protection efforts with all partnering
organizations: Georgia River Network,
Chattahoochee Riverkeeper, Keeping it
Wild, West Atlanta Watershed Alliance,
Rivers Alive and Adopt-A-Stream.

Help Us Raise $36,000
for Georgia’s Rivers
After our extremely successful $1,000 donor-match
challenge last year (which raised over $20,000 for
river protection) and upon hearing GRN’s ambitious
goals for 2013, several of our major donors created
new challenges.
•Many of last year’s $1000 donors have agreed to
donate $1000 again this year, if their donation is
matched by a new $1000 donation. $10,000 has
already been pledged! Can you help us secure
these donations and double them by meeting this
challenge? This will be a dollar for dollar match.
•Another donor has put forward an opportunity for
Georgia River Network to earn an additional $5,000
but for this opportunity they are going to match gifts
of $500 or more from donors who have not made a
one-time $500 gift to GRN before. Can you help us
secure this $5000 donation and double it by meeting
this challenge?
•Lastly, the Newland Family Foundation in Athens
has graciously provided a grant that will match
anyone who has made a $1,000 gift in the past but
has not yet made a $1,000 donation this year. Can
you help us double this grant?

Flint River Bill Threatens Rivers, Property Rights

D

uring the 2013 legislative session, a bill SB 213 - was introduced as an attempt to
revise the Flint River Drought Protection
Act of 2000 (FRDPA), which originally set up an
irrigation auction to address historic low stream
flows. The best parts of SB 213 were designed to manage
flows in the lower Flint River’s tributaries to benefit farmers
and endangered species. But even the best revisions were
threatened by a poison pill: a dangerous and expensive
scheme that threatens
to alter fundamental
property rights and
long-standing Georgia
water rights law.
This hugely expensive,
billion-dollar scheme
proposes to pump
water from southwest
Georgia rivers or
shallow aquifers into
wells drilled into
deep aquifers, and
then pump it back
into creeks or rivers,
through a process
called aquifer storage
and recovery or ASR.
The water will then
be allowed to flow
to Florida – while
Georgia farmers and
other property owners
are denied reasonable
use of it. This scheme
is designed to provide
a water trade that will
allow Georgia to meet
river flow requirements
into Florida while
allowing Metro Atlanta
to use more water and
send less downstream. The cost is extremely high - project
documents estimate the cost to be between $900 million and
$1.2 billion to install approximately 150 wells - and cost an
additional $1 million per day in operations and maintenance.
Metro Atlanta utility ratepayers, who already pay the highest
water bills in the state, were proposed to cover the costs.
For the scheme to work, backers want to allow the EPD
director to deny water users that are downstream of
one of these projects the use of any of this “augmented”

water flowing past their property, which is akin to prior
appropriation of water – a short step from western-type
water regulation. State ownership of water is different from
the state’s current regulation by permit.
Property owners in Georgia have a “bundle” of rights that
make up their property rights. An essential property right
in that bundle is the right to reasonable use of water on
or under your property. Allowing the appropriation and
state control of water,
and not allowing
downstream property
owners the right to
reasonable use of it,
radically diminishes
that property right. In
Southwest Georgia,
that property right
currently adds a
premium in land value
between $2,000 and
$3,000 per acre.

Credit: Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

Almost exactly ten
years ago the General
Assembly sparred
over – and stripped –
similar provisions in a
bill - HB 237 - which
would have allowed
water withdrawal
permit trading. HB
237 was also promoted
by Harold Reheis, a
former EPD Director
and current consultant
working with Joe
Tanner & Associates,
the outfit largely behind
the development of this
scheme.

SB 213 was tabled and sent back to committee in the final
minutes of the 2013 session due to opposition to the scheme.
Given that 2013 is the first of a two-year legislative cycle, SB
213 will most likely reemerge in 2014, and the bill’s sponsor
has already said they will try again next year. SB 213 must be
amended to protect water rights for all Georgians.
For more information on these, and other issues, follow our
Georgia Water Wire blog: gawaterwire.wordpress.com.

Group Spotlight: Savannah Riverkeeper

S

avannah Riverkeeper (SRK) was a recipient
of a grant through Georgia River Network’s
Turner Regrant Program in 2012. Georgia
River Network was able to re-grant $40,000 in
funds to grassroots groups protecting Georgia’s
rivers in 2012. Savannah Riverkeeper used their grant to
address water quality issues in four impaired waterways in
Augusta: Rocky Creek, Butler Creek, Spirit Creek and Raes
Creek. Augusta State University (ASU) and Southeastern
Natural Sciences Academy (SNSA) helped identify these sites.
SNSA has been focusing on the Butler Creek area, ASU on
the Raes Creek area, and SRK on the downtown sites. SRK
also worked with the utilities department to check all of the
reported separated sewer/stormwater sites in Augusta and used
sewer sniffing dogs to survey the sites on a regular basis.

have been included in their ongoing lawsuit against Columbia
County for their inability to properly administer their MS4
stormwater permit. Beau has been admitted as an expert
witness in that case, making it a precedent setting case allowing
for the admission of K9 sewer work into the court system.
Beau is currently working with a 100% success rate on his
finds.
The action plan for decreasing pollution in the waterways
has not begun yet, except for working closely with the city in
identifying and promptly repairing any leaks. They are still
reviewing the data on the comparison of conventional detection
vs. canine detection, but preliminary results from surveys seem
to demonstrate a clear case for advancing the use of canine
detection.

Last year, the city of Augusta repaired 5 significant problems
that were identified using the sewer K9 in areas including
downtown Augusta, South Augusta, and Evans. One of
these was so substantial it required a main road in downtown
Augusta to be closed for over a month, and the entire street for
3 blocks being dug up to replace lines ending contamination
directly into the river. This was a previously unknown issue
where a large apartment complex tied into to the storm drain
system. The apartment complex is over 100 years old, so it
is very likely the contaminant source has been a problem for
many years. SRK worked hand in hand with the Augusta
Utilities Department to identify and repair the issue.
The South Augusta site was first reported by a local TV
station, FOX 54. It resulted from a citizen complaint of raw
sewage overflowing in a HUD apartment complex. After
seeing a Facebook post, Beau (the sewer sniffing dog) and
the Riverkeeper visited the site with the reporter. After Beau
confirmed their suspicions, they collected samples to verify
his findings. Lab results confirmed an overwhelming amount
of e-coli in the storm drain system. They worked with the
city of Augusta and the land owner to ensure that the entire
apartment complex’s outdated sewer system is updated and put
back into functioning order.
The Evans issue identified four areas where a sanitary sewer
system had been tied into a storm drain system. All of these
areas belonged to a recently built condominium complex. To
the knowledge of SRK, these areas have not been repaired and

Savannah Riverkeeper, Tonya Bonitatibus, and Beau, her sewer sniffing
dog.

1% For the Planet Partner
Georgia River Network is
a 1% for the Planet nonprofit partner. Over 1200
companies are giving
1% of their profits to
organizations in the network
that are committed to
creating a healthy planet.
Learn more at www.
onepercentfortheplanet.org.

GRN Wish List
GRN is looking for the following new or gently used items for our office: a picnic table or concrete outdoor
patio set and tablecloths for events. Email info@garivers.org or call 706-549-4508 if you would like to
donate any of these items.

126 South Milledge Avenue
Suite E3
Athens, GA 30605

Calendar of Events
Sept. 7: Central Savannah Watershed
Hidden Gems Paddle with Georgia
Kayak Fishing-Paddle 4 Tomorrow &
Savannah Riverkeeper
Sept. 19: GRN Percentage Night at
Terrapin Brewery in Athens
Sept. 29: World Rivers Day
http://worldriversday.com
Nov. 16: Altamaha River Watershed
Hidden Gems Paddle with Off Grid
Expeditions, Rivers Alive & Altamaha
Riverkeeper
May 30-June 2, 2014: National
River Rally 2014, Pittsburgh, PA
June 21-27, 2014:
Paddle Georgia 10th Anniversary on
the Chattahoochee River

Join Georgia River Network
Type of Membership:
 $1,000 River Hero
 $500 River Guardian
 $250 River Supporter  $100 River Friend
 $50 River Watcher (Family Membership)  $35 Individual River Enthusiast
Additional Tax Deductible Contribution: $ _______ 		
Total Amount Enclosed: $ _______ Check #: _______ Date: _______
Mr. Mrs. Ms. Dr.
First & Last Name: _______________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________
Phone #: __________________________ Fax #: ________________________
E-mail: ________________________________________________________
We occasionally have the opportunity for our members to receive information from other
conservation organizations.
 Check here if you do not want us to share your information with other organizations.
Mail To: Georgia River Network, 126 S. Milledge Ave, Ste. E3, Athens, GA, 30605
GRN is classified by the IRS as a 501(c)3 organization. Contributions are tax deductible.
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