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2006 ANNUAL REPORT
2006: Successful Year for Engaging, Empowering, &
Advocating for the Protection of Georgia’s Rivers
Georgia River Network is dedicated to the conservation of
Georgia’s waters. We envision rivers we can all use for
drinking, swimming, fishing, and boating; rivers that add
beauty and value to our communities; and meet the needs of the
ecosystems they support. Achieving our vision is dependent on
active, effective, citizen-led groups working across Georgia to
protect local rivers and streams. Our strategy is to ENGAGE,
EMPOWER, and ADVOCATE:
ENGAGE. In 2006, we engaged more citizens in protection of
their local rivers by:
• Helping new groups, like the Coosawattee Watershed
Alliance, form and get organized
• Sponsoring Paddle Georgia 2006
• Giving presentations and tabling at dozens of events
• Sponsoring an awards program that recognized GA’s River
Conservationist of the Year, Watershed Group of the Year,
and Volunteer of the Year
• Working with the media to get news articles published,

organizing news conferences, and sending out news releases
EMPOWER. In 2006, we empowered grassroots groups to
make a real difference in the watersheds they work in by:
• Organizing an educational and fun annual conference for
Georgia’s river advocates
• Sponsoring regional workshops on important topics
• Providing direct assistance, consultation, training,
information, and resources to citizens and river organizations
• Launching a new website that is an on-line resource for
information and tools, and provides a directory of GA river
groups to connect citizens with efforts in their communities
• Publishing a quarterly newsletter and monthly e-newsletter
ADVOCATE. In 2006, we promoted strong protections for
Georgia’s rivers and streams:
• We served as a voice for issues that impacted GA’s rivers
• We kept citizens and watershed groups informed about
policy issues and engaged them in advocacy

ENGAGE: Paddle Georgia 2006 - 300 Participants,
120 Miles, 7 Days, and 1 Great Time on the Etowah
Georgia River Network’s 2nd Annual Paddle Georgia event
took place on the Etowah and Coosa Rivers June 24-30, 2006.
Over 300 people joined in the event with 270 participants
paddling the entire 120 miles from Dawsonville to Rome. Over
the week, paddlers experienced the Etowah as never before,
paddling between 13 to 24 miles each day. Along the way,
participants had the opportunity to visit everything from
historic homes to electric-generating facilities. Each night,
paddlers camped at nearby schools, community centers, and
riverside parks. Nightly activities at campsites included
entertainment, games, and programs highlighting the river’s
cultural and natural history. Joe Cook, who has traveled the

length of the Chattahoochee and Etowah Rivers, led the trip.
Paddlers also raised over $8000 for Georgia River Network
and Coosa River Basin Initiative through the Paddle Georgia
Canoe-A-Thon. Participants solicited donations on a per-mile
basis and the top money earners received prizes.
Georgia Power sponsored the event and provided a special
grant to include teacher training through Project Wet and
Georgia Adopt-A-Stream as a part of the trip. Several Georgia
teachers will now take these programs back to their classrooms.
A grant from the Chattahoochee Nature Center provided
funds for 15 youth from Metro Atlanta, ranging in age from 7
to 15, the opportunity to participate in the seven-day journey.

EMPOWER: Advocates Gather at GRN Annual Conference
River advocates from all over Georgia gathered at Georgia
College and State University in Milledgeville February 10-12
for the Georgia River Network Annual Conference entitled
“Knowing Your Resources”.
Georgia River Network (GRN) hosts the conference
annually as a way to empower citizen river advocates to protect
and restore their rivers. The 06 conference offered a variety of
opportunities for river advocates to gain new skills,
information, tools and resources, as well as a great opportunity
to network and socialize. The conference agenda included
field trips, workshops, keynote speakers, and break-out
sessions. The conference also featured a Saturday night party
with a live and silent auction fundraiser for Georgia River
Network and River Jam, a musical jam session, and the second
annual River Celebration Awards.
Keynote speakers included Bernard Sweeney, the president,
director and senior research scientist of the Stroud Water
Research Center, who spoke on the “Freshwater Crisis.” Neill
Herring, Sierra Club Lobbyist, and Jason Rooks, Georgia
Conservation Voters Executive Director and lobbyist, gave a
keynote on current policy and legislative issues.
The break-out sessions included three tracks. One track
focused on land protection strategies and information on tools
for land protection, land conservation and land use planning.

The second track offered participants a broader perspective on
the nature and specific needs of their watershed. The third
track, “Technical Resources,” discussed the formation of more
effective strategies dealing with erosion and sedimentation and
septic system management. The break-out sessions were
organized by Georgia Adopt-A-Stream and the UGA River
Basin Center. A session on the second day of the conference
focused on issues facing Georgia’s coastal rivers.
“As members of a relatively small organization in a rural area, we consider
the GRN conference our primary resource for current information on waterrelated topics” Sam Linhart, Broad River Watershed Association

EMPOWER: GRN Hires Watershed Support Coordinator
In 2006, Georgia River Network added a third member to
our staff, a Watershed Support Coordinator, who is dedicated
to supporting and expanding our efforts to build our network of
effective river advocates across the state.
Jesslyn Shields, a native of Rome, GA, was hired to take on
this role and brings a variety of important skills and experience
to the position. Jesslyn possesses great passion for Georgia’s
rivers, a love of working and talking with people, and
important skills, knowledge, and experience that are a valuable
resource to those seeking to protect and restore their
watersheds. She is sharp, passionate, and has a firm

understanding of grassroots river advocacy and its role in
protecting and restoring our watersheds.
As Watershed Support Coordinator, she works to engage
citizens across Georgia in river protection and restoration and
empower citizens and Georgia’s river groups with needed
information, resources, and training support.
Jesslyn has vast experience as an instructor, and has taught
English composition, plant identification, creative writing and
stream ecology to adults of various ages. She also has training
in non-profit organizational management including group startup processes, finding and sustaining stable sources of funding,
event planning and promotion, recruitment and maintenance of
loyal volunteers, and planning for future growth and/or new
projects. Over the past decade, she has volunteered for
watershed groups both in Georgia and nationwide, including
the Upper Oconee Watershed Network, Broad River Watershed
Association and the Coosa River Basin Initiative. She also
worked as a research technician in stream ecology at the
University of Georgia.
Jesslyn received her B.A. from Prescott College and her
M.S. in Environmental Studies at the University of Montana,
where she focused on environmental policy and non-profit
management, in addition to environmental writing. Jesslyn has
excellent writing skills and has had work published in
numerous publications.
Jesslyn is delighted to be working with Georgia’s
community of grassroots watershed groups. Feel free to contact
her at jesslyn@garivers.org.
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EMPOWER: GRN Supports Georgia’s River Groups
Throughout 2006, Georgia River Network supported Georgia’s
river groups by providing workshops, training, consultation,
and assisting and facilitating with strategic and annual
planning. In 2006, GRN worked with the following
organizations:
• Broad River Watershed Association: Facilitated and assisted

•
•
•
•
•

“The GRN staff have always been very responsive when we had questions or
problems, and we appreciate their practical, informed advice” Janet Pearson,
Lake Oconee Water Watch

•

with annual planning, provided training and information to
help them achieve their membership goals; provided training
to the board on the rules of lobbying and election activities
for 501(c)3 organizations; and assisted with a rezoning
request for a Confined Animal Feeding Operation.
Lake Oconee Water Watch: Assisted with filing for 501(c)3
status, and provided 8 Tools of Watershed Protection
presentation to the Putnam Co. Board of Commissioners.
Ogeechee-Canoochee Riverkeeper: Facilitated and assisted
with annual planning.
Upper Etowah River Alliance: Facilitated and assisted with
board training and annual planning.
Upper Oconee Watershed Network: Provided training and
information on fundraising planning, grant research, and
bookkeeping
New Echota Rivers Alliance: Provided assistance in
preparation for and facilitation of their board training and
strategic planning.
Peavine Creek Watershed Alliance: Assisted with identifying
goals, objectives, and action planning.

Advocate: GRN Fights for Protections for GA Rivers
We kept citizens and river groups informed about important
policy decisions, and participated in in the Georgia
Environmental Action Network (GEAN) and participated in 9
Action Alerts in 2006. While Georgia River Network fought
rollbacks to important environmental protections, we also
worked proactively to get better protections put in place:
• We participated on the Statewide Advisory Committee for
the Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) as it
drafts Georgia’s new statewide water management plan
• We promoted full funding for EPD’s Erosion and
Sedimentation program and the Environmental Trust Funds
• We advocated for strong protections as EPD developed
policies to protect our rivers from mercury pollution
• We promoted tougher protections for GA’s coastal
marshlands, as DNR developed rules aimed at protecting the
coast from the negative impacts of development
• We worked alongside conservation groups to create a
“Common Legislative Agenda”, which identified four policy
priorities for the ‘07 legislative session
• We attended National River Lobby Day in Washington, DC
and met with Georgia’s Congressional Delegation to discuss
how they can protect and restore Georgia’s rivers
• We worked alongside the 140+ partners of Georgia Water
Coalition to promote strong protections for our rivers
• We participated in a campaign led by Environment Georgia
to get the highest protections for GA’s most pristine rivers

drinking water supplies
• We fought HB 1323, which would have allowed developers
to create “Private Cities”. This bill would have given
governmental powers to borrow and tax to private
developers, removed resource planning and management
from public arenas, and “paved the way” for massive
suburban sprawl in rural areas
• We opposed “Deadhead Logging”, a practice that is harmful
to rivers, where sunken logs from the 1800’s are mined from
the bottom of rivers and, until 2005, was illegal in Georgia
• We worked to protect Georgia’s coastal rivers from the
negative impacts of development in an appeal of a Coastal
Marshlands Protection Committee permit granted to the
Cumberland Harbour development in St. Mary’s
April Ingle (4th from left), GRN Executive Director, along with members of
the Georgia Water Coalition, meet with Governor Sonny Perdue to sign the
“Day of the Environment” proclamation

We also fought hard to stop rollbacks to protections for
Georgia’s rivers and citizens’ rights to protect their property
and rivers from pollution:
• We opposed rollbacks on the buffers that protect our state’s
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2006 Financial Supporters
Foundations and Grantmakers
Bright Wings Foundation * CS Mott Foundation * Environmental Support Center * Newland Family Foundation
Norcross Wildlife Foundation * Sapelo Foundation * Sweetgrass Foundation * Turner Foundation

Corporate Donors
Earthfare * Georgia Power * Goldkist * Patagonia * REI * Wildwood Outfitters

River Heroes ($1000 or greater)
Lacy & Tom Camp and Martha Middlebrooks

River Guardians ($500 or greater)
Bertis Downs * Steven Hickman * Ken and Vicki Huguley * David Kahn * Terry Perenich and Phil Novinger

River Supporters ($250 or greater)
Gail Cowie * Dorinda Dallmeyer * Bill Eisenhauer * Bud and Mary Freeman * April Ingle and Doc Stephens
Jean Smith and Sam Linhart * Cathy Lynch * Brenda Rashleigh * Bob Selwyn * Ron and Gay Shook * AFLAC
Boss & Son Welding & Fabrication Inc. * IDI * Lake Lanier Association * McCluskey Orthopedic Surgery
Professional Plumbing Company

River Friends ($100 or greater)
Jimmy Alston * Mike and Sharon Britton * Linda Castleberry * Russ Caudell * Pad and Janet Cook
Bradley Currey * Violet and Donald Dawe * Forrest Dixon * Alan and Naomi Epstein * Robert Fuller
Julie Greer * Harold Harbert * Jeffrey Harper * Jim and Margaret Hobbs * Lindsay and Marie Holliday
Sebastian Hubbuch * Alice and Tim Keyes * Joshua Kight * Scott and Heather Kleiner * Stephen Kraemer
Jim Lanier * Sarah Lee * Doug Mathews * Jim Grode and Julie Mayfield * Doug McKillip * Owen McLeod
Florence Melear * Mary Anne Melear * Gene Helfman and Judy Meyer * Diane Minick * Anthony Mock
Mike Moody * Pat Munoz * Mike Nichols * Peter Norris * Doug Oetter * Priscilla Shelton Parson
Keith and Shirl Parsons * Gordhan and Jinx Patel * Eva Persons * Parrie Pinyan * DuBose and Carol Porter
Bud and Niki Queen * Bob Saveland * Diane Schlake * Jubal Slivka * Dee Stone * Julie and Bryan Stuart
Ashley Swann * Kay Giese and David Sweat * Christopher Taylor * Gene and Roberta Teany * Hap Tietjen
David Varnadoe * Harriett Whipple * Julia White * Arctic Engineers and Constructors
Broad River Watershed Association * Buck Creek Village LLC * Center for a Sustainable Coast * CL Services
Foundation Contractors * Friends of the Apalachee * Georgia Land Trust * High Falls Lake Association
Jackson Lake Homeowners' Association * Mill Creek Environmental Services * North Columbus Eye Center
Ogeechee Canoochee Riverkeeper * Peavine Watershed Alliance * Pumpco * Savannah Riverkeeper
Simmons and Crosse Urology * Superior Garage Builders * Upper Chattahoochee Riverkeeper

FY 05-06 Financials
Income = $287,986.09
Events
4%

Paddle Georgia
42%

Grants
44%

Corporate/Organization
Individual Donations
10%

Expenses = $248,652.09
Admin
12%
Fundraising
9%
Engage, Empower &
Advocate Programs and
Paddle Georgia
79%
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