
Congrats to husband and wife, Lonny & Rhonda Martin, 

for finishing the 12 in 2012 Challenge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) Chestatee River – 6/6/12 

 

5) Chattahoochee River – 6/9/12 

 

6) Altamaha River – 6/16/12 

 

7) Little River & Toonigh Creek – 7/14/12 

 

8) Little River - 8/14/12 

 

9) Suwannee River – 8/15/12 

 

1) Okefenokke Swamp – 8/16/12 

 

2) Lathen River - 8/19/12 

 

3) Clam Creek – 8/20/12 

 

 
  10)  St. Simon’s Island – 8/20/12 
 

 

     11)  Jekyll Creek - 8/21/12 
   

 

   12)  Ogeechee River – 8/22/12 

 

To view more 12 in 2012 finishers, go here. 

http://garivers.org/gwtc/40-gwtc/398-12-in-2012-finishers.html


6/6/2012 - Chestatee River 

 

Paddle #1 - We did the Appalachian Outfitters' (in Dahlonega) "Chestatee River" paddle.  Lonny 

parked the car at the take out, & they (AO)brought him back to the outpost where he'd dropped me 

off with the boats.  Supposedly, it was a 6 mile/2 to 2 1/2 hour paddle, but according to our GPS it 

was only 4 1/2 miles, & it took us about 1 hour 45 minutes.  I claim to prefer "rivers with NO class", 

but there were several class 1 sections, & I still enjoyed the paddle very much.  We saw LOTS of 

turtles & could hear birds almost the entire trip.  We missed 2 busloads of military school summer 

camp campers & had the river almost to ourselves.  At one point, there was a large rock where 

teenagers were taking turns jumping off, but other than that it was a quiet/peaceful trip.  The guys at 

Appalachian put our boats IN the water.  I wish they had been there to take them out. :)  The steps at 

the take out were a little steep for me when trying to step up with one end of the boat.  It was a great 

paddle....definitely a "do over".  

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

6/9/2012 - Chattahoochee River 

 

Paddle #2 - Back to the Chattahoochee River Race & Festival - 8 miles from Garrard Landing Park 

to Riverside Park.  We participated in the recreational division that started at 9:00.  It was a VERY 

organized event with LOTS of volunteers.  They let four boats go at a time.  They would blow a 

whistle when each group was allowed to start.  We started paddling about 9:30 & finished about 

11:45.  It's a very nice paddle.  The water is cold, & the air is very refreshing coming off of the water. 

Lonny & I both "parked" our boats a few times in the sections with rocks just below the surface, but 

we were able to make it through the shoals.  We saw a lot of ducks & geese & a few herons.  We 

saw HUNDREDS of golf balls & aluminum cans on the bottom. :(  We ran into some of our Paddle 

Georgia friends. Looking forward to seeing them next week!!    

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

6/16/2012-6/22/2012 - Altamaha River 

 

Paddle #3 - Our 4th Paddle Georgia. THANKS for all you do! I'll/we'll be talking about Penhollway 

Creek for YEARS! :)  I can't even begin to tell about Paddle Georgia 2012, so I won't even try. It was 

a great way to celebrate my 55th birthday (and my 52nd, 53rd, &  54th)!  :)  

 
Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7/14/2012 - Little River & Toonigh Creek 

 

Paddle #4 - We put in at Rope Mill Park...There's not a boat ramp, just a little creek/ditch to slide the 

boats into the river.  We saw lots of turtles & several herons.  There was a sand dredger on one side 

of the river, but it wasn't in operation.  We paddled up to Toonigh Creek & went to see 

Toonigh  Creek Waterfall & have a picnic lunch.  It was a beautiful little spot.  We paddled back out 

to Little River & headed towards Lake Allatoona.  We turned around when we got to a section that 

had too many recreational boaters.  It looked like it was going to rain, so we headed back to Rope 

Mill Park.  We paddled about 2 hours 15 minutes / 5.67 miles.    

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

8/14/2012 - Lake at Reed Bingham State Park & Little River 

 

Paddle #5 - We paddled from the boat ramp on the lake at Reed Bingham State Park down Little 

River to the bridge at Roundtree Bridge Road & back to Reed Bingham.  It was about a 7 mile/3 hour 

paddle.  It was a BEAUTIFUL paddle. The cypress trees with the Spanish Moss, the sound of the 

cicadas, the turtles, the variety of birds, one alligator, & only one motorized boat (once we got out of 

the lake) made it very enjoyable.  The river had massive amounts of water hyacinth & 

duckweed.  They were pretty but narrowed the river in some sections.  There were numerous wasp 

nests of various sizes hanging from tree limbs with wasps actively building the nests.  We tried not to 

get too close to those.  Overall, I think this was one of our favorite paddles of all times.   

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

 

8/15/2012 - Suwannee River 

 

Paddle #6 - We had a driver from Suwannee River Outfitters shuttle us & our boats from The 

Suwannee River Visitor Center in Fargo to The Sill on the Suwannee...not far inside the gates of the 

Okefenokee Wildlife Refuge.  The cypress & tupelo trees were beautiful.  We expected to see a lot 

of alligators but only saw one.  We saw a lot of herons but not much other wildlife....not even ONE 

turtle. :(  The river took a few 90 degree turns, & at times we weren’t sure which way to go between 

the cypress trees.  We had to watch the river flow closely to see which way to go. A few times, we 

really had to duck down in the kayaks to float under tree branches.  We saw one huge hornets nest 

& a few wasp nests under construction.  We hit one small section of rain & thought the worst was 

over, but later we got caught in a DOWNPOUR!   It’s a good thing we had sit on tops, or we would 

have been doing some big time bailing.  We thought it was a 21 mile paddle, but it was only a little 

over 17, & we were glad.  It had just stopped raining when we got to visitor center where the truck 

was.  It was a nice paddle, but I was disappointed in not seeing more wildlife & not hearing more 

nature sounds.  We got out of the river just in time.  Just after we got back to our camper at Stephen 

Foster, there was a HEAVY rainstorm with thunder & lightning.    

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

 

 



8/16/2012 - Okefenokee Swamp 

 

Paddle #7 - We were paddling out of the boat basin about 9:00.  We’d paddled the same section of 

the Okefenokee Swamp two years ago & were heartsick to see the damage from the fires since we 

were there last.  We paddled to Billy’s Island but didn’t see much to look at, so we only walked 

around for a couple of minutes.  We paddled as far as we could go without a permit & then headed 

back towards the park.  We took the channel that went towards Minnie’s Lake & The Big Water, but 

after about 3 miles we got to a section that was impassable because of the lily pads etc. We saw 

quite a few alligators & birds & a few turtles.  We really enjoyed hearing all of the sounds of 

nature...especially some bullfrogs.  I would have been content just to sit & listen.  We paddled about 

8.3 miles in 3 1/2 hours...including our stop at Billy’s Island.  It was a GREAT morning for 

paddling.  Sunny but not hot & only a few other boats.   

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

8/19/2012 - Lathem River at Jekyll Island 

 

Paddle #8 - We drove over to the public boat ramp & paddled across the intracoastal 

waterway/Jekyll Creek to Lathem River.  It was high tide & windy.  The current was a little strong, so 

we only paddled a little over 1 1/2 miles up.  The farther we went, the stronger the current got.  The 

marsh was on our left, & we could see Great Egrets standing up in the tall grasses fishing.  The Ben 

Fortson Parkway was on our right.  It’s easy to get lost in the marsh grasses, so I was glad to have 

the parkway as a guide.  When we got out of Lathem River, we paddled back Jekyll Creek & into the 

little waterway behind Summer Waves Water Park.  The clouds were getting darker, & the wind was 

picking up.  We paddled back to the ramp, & it started raining.  We paddled 4 1/4 miles in just a little 

under 2 hours.   

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

8/20/2012 - Clam Creek on Jekyll Island 

 

Paddle #9 - We started paddling a little before high tide, & the tide was going with us.  The creek 

was really up & wide at the beginning.  We were surrounded by marsh.  We saw fish jumping, 

herons, egrets, barn swallows, and SWARMS of dragonflies. The creek really snaked around, & the 

farther back we got, the narrower.  It was barely wide enough to paddle.  We paddled through some 

of the grasses when the turn was too sharp & the path too narrow.  There were THOUSANDS of 

snails all over the grass as we got farther back in the marsh & midges (little bitty clear looking bugs) 

got all over us when we hit the grass.  At about 1.9 miles, the creek got too narrow, & we had to 

back up to turn around. It was a 3.79 mile/1 hour 40 minute paddle. The tide had just stopped 

coming in when we got finished.  LOVED the birds, HATED the little bugs. 

    

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8/20/2012 - Saint Simon's Sound 

 

Paddle #10 - We saw dolphins off of the fishing pier on Jekyll & paddled out to watch them.  There 

were at least 10, & we watched them for several minutes. We could see Saint Simon’s Island just 

across the sound, & the water was calm, so we paddled towards the light house. We saw a sea 

turtle! The water was calm until a container ship & a large shrimp boat came close. It was a little 

choppier but still easy enough to paddle. Our GPS said 1.8 miles/38 minutes when we got as close 

as we could to the St. Simons lighthouse & shore.  The shoreline was rocky & the water was 

crashing against the rocks.  We couldn’t see any place close by to dock the boats, so we turned 

around & headed back towards Jekyll.  The water was as rough going back as it was calm 

going.  We got caught in a tidal bore.  I got scared.  I felt like I wasn’t going anywhere.  The Jekyll 

shore didn’t seem to be getting any closer.  There were swells & white caps.  I turned around to look 

for Lonny & couldn’t even see him.  When I FINALLY made it to a shore, it took him 12 more minutes 

to get there.  We had tried to paddle towards the fishing pier & ended up on a shore about .2 mile 

farther away.  We just couldn’t get there. We paddled along the shore line to get back to the fishing 

pier. In that stretch of beach, we saw almost every kind of shore bird...HUNDREDS of seagulls, 

herons, egrets, & sandpipers (I think).  The neatest thing we saw was 6 roseate spoonbills perched 

in a tree. It was starting to rain (again) or we would have parked the boats to watch the birds. Our 

GPS said 4.15 miles / 1 hour 37 minutes when we got back to the pier.  We pulled the boats to 

shore, & it started to POUR....just like while we were ON the Suwannee. We seem to be hitting 

LOTS of rain on this camping/paddling trip.  

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin   

 

8/21/2012 - Jekyll Creek 

 

Paddle #11 - We put the kayaks in at the public boat ramp & paddled up Jekyll Creek.  The marsh 

was on our left; the Jekyll Wharf, Historic District, & airport were on our right.  Lonny saw a manatee, 

and there was a pelican & some seagulls at the wharf, but other than that, we didn’t see much 

wildlife.  We did see quite a few small planes & helicopters from the airport. We paddled under the 

Ben Fortson Parkway bridge that takes traffic on & off Jekyll.  It was cloudy, cooler than usual, & the 

current wasn’t strong.  After the historic district section, there wasn’t much to see. We had to be off 

of our campsite by noon, so we turned around after 50 minutes / a little over 2 miles.  We paddled 

4.46 miles / 1 hour 35 minutes.  

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 

8/22/2012 - Redbird Creek & Ogeechee River 

 

Paddle #12!!!!!! - We put the kayaks in at the boat ramp on Redbird Creek in the camping area. We 

had waited until about 1:00, after high tide.  We paddled down the creek & went through a marshy 

area to get to the Ogeechee.  We paddled towards an island, but couldn’t get to it for the marsh.  We 

saw herons & egrets in the marsh, but other than that, there wasn’t much to see.  We went back to 

Redbird Creek & the current was going against us.  The scenery was like Jekyll...the marsh with 

birds AND dark clouds over head.  We went back to the boat ramp after 4.42 miles / 1hour 50 

minutes.  I was really disappointed that we didn’t go up the creek where the creek narrowed.  I think 

it would have been a much prettier paddle with more wildlife. 

 



We're done!!  Thanks for the challenge!  It was fun.   

 

Lonny & Rhonda Martin 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


